
EIS1ORY OF ${N BARCROtrT SCSOOL

At the time of the first school in Barcroft t there were approxfumtely
eighteen houses in the torm. fhese houses extended along Colunbia PiLce startitg.
up above the present ice plant r which was then a roi11t and running to the top of
lrhat was then ce-lled Pal-nerr s llill, where nolr are l-ocated the Barcroft Apartnent6.

Along Columbia Pjl<e liveil the foL).ow'ing famil-ies t Bridgeo t Payne t Scanlarrd t
Haring and Dorenus, Pelhara, Head and Palmer. Thence up ArLington Ave. 1 now South
Buchanan lived the I'faryes, Klenroths r Fairfaxesr l{axtins r Gaffettsr Hams & Griggs.
Over on two farms Lived the KoLbs and t'lrights and l'lrs. Abigail Fox. On the rail-
road tracks was a famtly of Lovelace6 and on the hill top beyontl the tnill $ra6
tbe old 

?;;rulil:"ii""l3l'"* schoor"s to Barcrofr wele one at Arlinston known a6
Columbia School, the old red bri.ck builctin6 which for a nunber of years housed
the Arlington library, and just recently torn doren r antl oire at Bailey I s Crose
Roads, a strla1l frane building on the Leesburg Pike, which has been tora dovn ancl
replaced by a brick building on Columbia Pjl<e at the Croes Roads.

At that time ttrere were very few houses on the
these two schools, a1so, the road had many droves of
thus roaking it unsafe for sinall children to walh.

The town sf' iSarcroft had about ten children ready for echoolr but too

to walk the distance to either the ArlJ-ngton or Baileyrs Cross Roads school
Mr. Sidney T, i ' iarye having tvio children among this groupr was instrumental
persuad.i-ng luirs. Any Fairfax to start a school for these tots in her hone

pike between Barcroft and
cattle driven over it dailY

smalL
and.

in
which

she did in the year 1PO6.
-, Mr. rviarye then went among his neighbors and asked then to send their

children as it was necessary to have an enrollment of ten children before the
county would pay the teacher a salary. By enrollingi one boy of four years oldt
they riraf,raged to get the required number.

The chilclren attending the first school in Barcroft in !irs. f'airfaxr s front
roo$ were PauL aad Adaline liarye ' Paul"ine Palner, Carol Wright, Beulah alld Daunon
tovelace, Percy antl Charl-es liIlettr Edith Fairfax and Dorothy Payne.

The Fairfax house is the one adjourning the Con:nunity House on South Buchanan
Street.

During that year many new houses were buiLd i.n Barcroft on the properties
of l,Irs. Abigai] T-x by her son-ln-law ltr. S. P. Hright, rvhich brought ln more
people and nore child.ren thus creating a need for a 3.arger schooL.

Again l,ir. liarye took the lead in asklng for contributions of money and labor
to buiid the present Barcroft Corurunity House. He was aided greatly by Reverend
Uil-liarn Pierpoint, the Oscar Harings antl l"iiss Virgie Doremus (now i.{re . George
Pepper) who r- having no children at that time, were interestecl i4 having a church
in Barcroft.

' ' ltr. Pierpoint gave his time ancl, rdth the-help of Wiilian Giveori Gavrett I
and others of the townrs men in their spa.re timep bulLt the Barcroft lomolnity,
llouoe which was to serve as a school, church and community houoe.
' After the erection of the building, an organizatlonr known a6 the Barcroft
SchooL and Ciwic League, was formed by the townspeople to help patrr for the 

-.

butlding. This organization gave .op!.rs, lawn iariiesr plays etc. to !ai6e
noney for this purpose. I a

lhe building wae rentecl to the school boarcl which also heLpeil neet erpenseE'
SchooL was held in thls builcling up unti.1 the completion of the new Barcroft
school in !92, I wjlt:n the exception of a 6hort time when it wae helcl in a house
at the corner of South Buchalan and BS Street, since torn down. A bad vrind storn
caused the school to be moved. to this house for a short period of time whiLe
the Com$unity House could be repaired of daaage caused by the stom.

( over)
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flre first teacher in the nev cornmunity }Iouse school was a Mi66 Aalarns fron

ttunters liiff s, which is a snall toun between Herndon and Vienrnt and she

""i.ril"a 
irom'nunters I'lil1s each day via the Bluomont branch of the Southern

RailwaY.'A t t ha t t lme the rewasnononey fo ra j an i t o r sooneo f t he to r .m |s l ea t t i ng

women went up each morning and swept the room-ard etarted the fire' No greater

ot'*t" on""ifi"h eervice could have been rendered'

M iesAdamswas fo } ] - owe t l byag roupo fspend id teache rswho ' f r omthenun t i l
no},. have.nrorked tirelessly'to train tne Barcroft children to be a credlt to

ttreir nation as well as to their parents'
Among the teachers wiro taugtti at the comnunity House were_the Miosee Adams t

uanay, neittie, Croswe11, Eastlick, -Jerrkins I 
Banks ' Baref,ortt Rawlston ' Eaacockt

nrac!, snyaer and Mrs. Arrnstrong and !lrs' Hunter'

1,he land on lrhich ;l; 
";, 

[ui]"ding novt 6tands was orlginally part of the

Ab iga i l Fo t ( f a rm . I t h raso l 'me ' I f o ranumbero f , yea rsby theschoo lboa rdbe fo re
ttr""pt"u"rrt building was erected '

. During the l6t *otia-"u" it was farned by three Barcroft nen for the pur-

pose of gr6wing potatoes. It was a Victory Garden proiect of l-917 '

The new building 
""" "p"""4 

for schooi in I)ZJ with an attendarce of sixty-

five chifdren. It wae itul 
"tt"t 

Dr' John \{oolverton Barcroft ' physician'

i;;;t;;;,1;Iia"" "r,a """ "i 
iltu largest land owaers of the coenubitv' He

bullt the first flour $iL1 in thio aection on the site of the present ice pLant t

and a nunber or nouses.- ie inventeo a dl"tching ald dredging rnchine t the

pri-nciples of which *tu irr"otpo".t ed in sone oi tbe present day equipment'

The post officer the staiion, the town and later tbe schoolt r'rere nared

in honor of Dr. Barcroft.
. In the year L92? tir" t"ftoof asked that a pictdie of Dr' Barcroft be inetalled

in the school buildinc. The plcture 
"u" 

p""""i-rt"d to the school, by .urenbers of

;;"";ili;.--ii-igag ir," firsl p.T.A. was orsanizecl in place of the Patronrs

League, but after . ,tl"f-of about a year, t[e people decided they shoultl put'

their entire revenue into extra equipnent at the scfrool! -that could"be obtainecl
' 

in no other was .rra 
"t"-"ot"iy ""te"if 

by the children' So the F'T'A' wari re-

placed by the Patronts L;;;;';i;;-""J'i"a on until 19f8 wtren asain a P'T'A'

was fornred.
The following things are only part o-f the items pruchased or obta*led by

gift through the efforf! ot ine patron's League antl tire P'T'A' for the Barcroft

School. A piano, a]"]- iuril"rtings for the'Teichere room' such as draperies ' rugr

eofa, book ca€e etc. r equipnent for eftergency roorlr 6uch as-bedt screen' tablet

rug, chairs, sneets 
",,j-'tilt"ts 

arra rirst aia- meaicineu, 16 m.rn. movie proJector

and screenl kitchenr uiiia *-o"a -quipped with tables' benches' electrlc !e-

frigerator, g"" -rouur-ilot t"t"t, aisrres' -cabinets 
and utensils; vash basins ja

both boys and gir16 t.u"r"nit; doors cut'fron basenent to back Playground i tt'o

radios and one efectric prro,|'os"tpl', pLctures, chalrs and bookcases for class

roomsl electri" 
"ro"r. 

ioi-r,*ii, lii i9t floors ' one hund'red dol'l-ars worth of

playground equipment i one hundred tloLlars towaid grading front lawn and planting

ufrtof,"*y; books- for library, flags for class. roome and paint '

Besides trrese trrineE r" i"t""i"r. ana rixtures for. diaperles and uphof6terlnS

naterial-s have been furnishecl throughout the years when nleded' . AL6o rubber

baIls, bats, song books, library o:*"1 
]i:l-1.o-it- 

t""o*a" ' piano tuning' and first

aid material have been furnished almost yearry' ..
Contributions to worthy causest such ae iftu f' n' Aesociation-t- Red'Crosol

Kivanls Cl"ut, Xmas p"tii, 
-iilti- 

oiprtiul:i", Camp rire Girls and the NaLionaL

Symphony have been na.de riany )feals.
' Durine the aerrresiiott iftu Patron'e teague cnred for nunerous children

(continued next Page)
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furnishing lunches each daJr necessarl)t cl,othing and food for children anal thelr
families at Ttranksgiving antl Christnas time as well as anlt other ti-rne when i.t .
was needed.

Honey for these nunerous activities was raised through candy salest dinnerst
card parties, prograns and plays by the schoof, childlent p3.ays by the faculty
and conulunity, and rnore recently by paper saLes.

For the l-ast five years nost of the revenue has been raised through paper
sales al-one which has oeant a great return in money and very little work. ThiB
seems to be the easiest and best nethod so far for raising flrnds.

The Presidents of the Patronts League and P.T.A. have been Mrs. Anthony
Krauth, l,Irs. Caroline qesseLsr llrs. Rachel Koch, l'ir. l"latthew Culbert, Mtrs.
Charles OtHara, I,{rs. }iary West, !4rs. E. O. PoLlockt }'lrs. Ulizabeth CanpbelJ. t
antl the present j-ncombent ! lvirs. C. A. Cotten.

The teachers in the new school have been t"liss Emma McGuggan, Pauline Shrooe '
Annie Goodman (Hazel), Mrs. Teresa l'jhite, Mise Aana Scott, rlessie Doughtie t
Mrs. Grace Darnerr Dicie t'i.6hback Arnstrong, t"iiss Pattier Janie Howell t Virgie
llaraer', Elnore King, Miss Stoutenburgh, and lltarLin Pence.

In conclusion,'the Barcroft school which started out with ten children ia
a home front roon has developed into a splendid nodern builcling uith five acre
pl-ayground and a stuilent enrollment of one hundred and seventy five' The
UuffAing and equipnent have an approximate val-ue of f,ifty-five thousand dollars.
ft was built with anple p3.aygrounds and planred so that manJr nore roo[E In4)r be
added when needed.

' The chil-dren and people of Barcioft are justly proud of their fine schoolt
and have cooperated. magniiiciently with the school authorities in aaintaining
the hlgh standard of their school.

compiled.ili r94o by (Fl!s. lij.r-ton t"',T;] 
3::il"rH:iffi ;?#:

P'S. The following is being added in ]958 bi }irs. Pauline Pascoe, present
President of the Barcroft P:T.A. In 1953 a new addition was added to Barcroft
of 6 cl-assroorns, a].l with bath, a multi-purpose roorn with fold away tables and
a completel-y rrrodern kitchen and equipment. In 1916-5? the teachers roorn was
noved to u. larger roorn, palntecl and noilernized. In 1958 the grounds were land-
scaped and $1?i put into- new planting. All candy sales ' paper collectionst and
srnall affairs for raising mon-y have been abol,ished and taking the place ie a
yearJ.y fair, held on Hd.loween night. The whole school, parents and children
help to make this a great event funwise as well'as money ldi6e- The nenbership
of the P.T.A. runs arounal ,OO nenbers, and the school no$ teaches betweeri 35O
ancl 4JO children each year. Barcroft is aleo a reading center uith a special
teacher for rened.ial reading. .. _..
P.P.S. The following is being added in 1971 by l'lrs. Carla Schutte a present
prinary teacher who has accepied the responsibility for comoenotating' tbe 10Os
year of public education in Arlington.

The school now ha6 an enrolLment ot 365 e::rd offers inetruction fron
Kinitergarten tb!'ough grade 5. The etaff is organized into four tean:s in addition
to the kind.ergarten. Our P.T.A. ha6 been very active in support of the school'
Recent gifte have incLuded: TV 6et6 and slandsr cLaseroom fane, a public
address system, a mirneoelaph rnachine, outdoor phystcal education apparatus r a4d
the air conditioning of the library. The primary method of fund raising has
been an annual- Fun Fair which has been netting over $1t0OO yearly.

The school i-s no 1on6er cotsid.ered a readin6l center for the county; howevert
there j.s a full-tirue readj-ng te:r*irer on the staff. In 197O the building was
modified by removing t$ro wal}s in the primary wing, creating two large cl,assroo0ls'
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The nost excit ing
of the Schoo]. jjo:rcl and
cost of $73OrO0O. Al l
electr ici tY, Plurnbits t
Thc decision on how to
vui1l be kept informed.
be needed '
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event in the schoolts recent Lristory is the current dectsion

the County Bo:rd to completely renovrte Barcroft at a

aspcct s o f our building are involved : air conditionini4 t
pr."Xittg, aclequate space for instruction and' storage-t 5*9'
lit ott"* these irrrprovcnents hrs not yet been made. You

Your efforts in behalf of the schoolts renov:l t ion vri l - l

' r f  
: *  *  *  *  *

TEAl.r ARRr{'lGili':lj}lTS

Ttre staff has had consLderable experienbe in working in tean arra.ngenentE t
g;i"g;;"; ior c, irerr dozen years. "le see several significant advantages which

iake-continqed., iud even expa.nded r use of tean teaching likely: teachers can

;;;;";t 
"rrifa""" 

into rnore leachable group. r we have nore o1:tions when pLacing a

child in a class so as to evold conflicts, ttre child is exposed to seve'.aL adults

on a regul-;r basis--not just one, with eeveral teachers planning inst"uction to-

gether iore ide'as are oviil"ll" io each teacherr teachevs strengths suppl"etlent

Iach other, and we have roore perspective on the behCviof oltd learning patterns

of each chi ld.
This way of vrorking

achievenient wirich exists
effectj-vely v'rith j-t. rrie

level, bttt do -;1f,f s5rPt to

Faculty

hrith children recognizes the range of ability and

in any grollp of eiril,dren and enables u6 to work more

d.o not hold textbooks, concepts r or meterials to Srade
ffirffiitt tlle in<lividua1 child i:.t his Level.

Kindergart en
Tean I (f , 2)

Teairr ff 3)
Tearn II f  (4, i l

Team IV (6)
Librarian
P .  E .
Head rng
c,D.c .

t j
t- 

,-'

Reybitz (113) ,  (Aldes: Lykes and i{aftoreon)

Gibson (110) , lrlorris (2) t
Jones ( 112) , ,lvilne on (114)

Berghoefer (rog), Browder, Morris (fr f)

Foster (rot+) ,  D*y (1oA) '
Lincol-n (lolj , sirauss (ro:)
Storosh (105), Loutzenheiser (foZ)

I

.'..'' : .',
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