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$^* 
ls Vlrglnta L. Srnith, lntervier. ' lng Hlldred H. Rltchie, t /

Arl,tngton; and I vant to ask her about her early years. She ts a llf elong

resLdent of Arl lngton County, and I want to ask her about her early years

in Barcrof t .

q:{+cr*!+'J

l i  Th is  w i l l  cover  some o f  u ry  reco l lec t ions  o f  p laces ,  pecp le ,  and

events  ln  Ar l lng ton .

Hy fa ther ,  Wal te r  K .  I land l ' ,  and  ny  uo ther  (Grace)  fougt t  a  hone

a b o u t  a  m o n t h  a f t e r  t h e i r  m a r r i a g e  ( i n  1 9 0 6 )  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  A r l i n g t o n  a n d

Gien Avenues ( r ,ow Buchanan and 8 th  Rca i  S .ou th)  - - i :  the  then-ne\^ -  subd iv is ion

o f  B a r c r o f t .

l l i s  f a t h e r ,  M a j o r  F .  A ,  G .

r ^ * r i t e  h o u s e  n e > < t  d o o r ;  a r d  h i s  e l d e r

therc .

Hand-v ,  ; i l as  a l read l '  l i v ing  in  the  b ig

b r o t h e :  l i v e d  a  b l o c k  t o  t h e  s c u L i i  o f

. Uy father arr:l grandfather o.'ned but all four lots of thelr block,

and for about 50 years thei.rs were the only tno houses there. ?he block rlas

a lovely $ood sy afEa nhere birdg-Bang.* Dad re 
EErden 

-iras* dogtn near the cool

spr ing that bubbled up in the center of hts place--floL'inB southvester I).

tbrough othea prop€rties until it eoter ed Pour lll_Le Rx!} on the other elde :

of neafb)r*Colabi:. Pike. This. @ipiir -1

Run

and

I  sas born there,  as L 'ere r r ] "  brother  and s is ter .

The village of Barcrof t is al-oag C,o lumbia Pike, uhere Four Mile
.****

crosses, in Arl ington Countv. The Aleriandria spur of the l {ashington

t h e  P i [ ;  j u s t  e a s tOld Doninion Branch (ot the Southern najtu'ir') cioslea



A  C o r r e c t i o n  . .  . .  o . . .  o  o .  o . . .

I t  wasn I  t  unt i l  the  e lec t r ic  t ra ins  ar r ived that  t ransfer  to
the St .  E lmo s ta t ion was used to  reach Washington a t  the 12th
S t ree t  S ta t i on .

In the ear ly days ,  for Barcroft  commuters to reach Washington,
they boarded the steam engine train in Barcroft ,  which
switched tracks in Alexandria and on to Union Stat ion in Wash-
ington .

I  can remember wait ing in Union Stat ion for the Barcroft  t rain
to be announced over the loud speaker,  i t  went something l ike
this rr  Ready to board, t rain leaving f  or Alexandria---  Bluemont
and Way Sta t ions" .  Barcro f t  name was not  ment ioned.  We would
then board, t ravel  through the tunnel and on our way to Bar-
cro f t .  My fa ther ,  Sydney Marye,  used th is  mode of  t ranspor ta t ionr
he had only a block or two to walk to the Government Pr int ing
of f ice  where he worked.

Mrs A.M.  Rober tson

,El ft"
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of  the Run,  wl th a snal l  three-stded stat l .on at  l ts  cross lng.

Dad rs of f lce was at the Potmac Electrlc Por.rer Company , in lJash-

ington, then on 14th Street. l tansportat lon to I ' lashlngton at that t ime was

by stean t ra ln,  torard Alenandr ia to  the l l t t le  s tat lon of  St .  Ehno,  where

one coul-d change to the eJ-ectr ic rai lway, operating between Alenarrdrla and

I {ash ing ton .  The  to ta l  r i de  took  abou t  an  hour .

T h e r e  w e r e  a b o u t  t h r e e  p a s s e n g e r  t r a i n s  e a c h  s a ) ,  o n  w e e k d a y s ,  a n d

a  n u n b e r  o f  f  r e i e h t  t r a  i n s  o n  t ' n e  s l e a r  1 i n e .  I f  t h e  t r a i n  f  o r  w o r k  o r

a p p o i n m ' e n t s  u a s  n i s s e d ,  o n e  c o u l o  r . ' a l l -  a  l i t t L e  o v e r  a  m i l e - - e a s t ,  a l o n g

Colunb ia  P ike- -dus t -v  and rockr -  i r .  d t -v  r . 'ea iher ;  nudc iv  an< i  f  u i i  o f  ru ts  in

r a i n ' ;  w e a t h e r - - t , o  t h e  C o l u n b i a  S t a t i o r :  a n d  E h €  t r o l l e y  l i n e  t o  R o s s l y n  a n d

Georgetou 'n  ( in  the  r^ 'es t  end o f  ton^ 'n ) .

Walk ing a lcng Colu- 'b ia  Pi i :€  t 'ecare qui te  a fan i l iar  habi t  to  us

over  the years.  Mv father ,  an arc ient  Chrdgt ian,  had been a maber of  the

Church of the Covenant (in Hashington). Soon after he becee a resident of

BarcrofL, he and oy Eother joined the nen'ly organized Arllngton Presbyteri.an

- ' 
cfiil;crr, tE*en rn*its'''ii'en 

'AAtf 
ic; on i6tilfib ia Pti.e (irr whjl is no-- ttrlJSOO** 

-'

b lock) ,  wes t  o f  Honroe St ree t .  l fe  wa lked to  church  ever ) :  Sunday fo r  years - -

vhere Dad was Sunday School superi.ntendent f or about 50 yeers.

!\

Lffi+-*,r#?

:*#"--"v-48i6!s trri rile f roi the clilich "lived Dr. Henry cort'€tt, our

n e e . . r e s t  d o c t o r .  l i i s  u j f  e  L a s  a  : i > i e r  o f  ) l r s .  T i " r q - a s  D e L e s h r u l t ,  r ' h o  ( r - i t h

her husband and fqlc i ly)  l ived neer Ceir lnbia Stat ion.  These fani l ies h 'ere

a lso  mer i ibers  o !  the  churc t , ,  as t h e  r e i a t e c  l l u n s i o n  f a m i i v  n e a r b v .

Ea s r oi t, ieb e Road ,

u a s

the lan<i of the present l ,Jestmont_Shoppi1g__*
\
X *r'*{ (r-{u.n,"dnL;
t r l t
L-tht ,, *ee,r,l.\*

v
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Center  end subdlv ls lon was par t  o f  the large datry  farm of  the Snoots fannl ly .

Across from thtsr on Columbla Plke, l lved Albert Dye; and nearby uere the

Brewers,  f  ormer Barcrof  t  res idents

Unt i l  about  L924,  when the present  school  was erected,  Barcrof t fs

two-roorn school (now known as the Coromunity House) could accmodate only

the f i rs t  s i :<  grades-- three to each rom--and heated by a J ,arge pot-bel l ied

stove in  the n iddle of  the larger  roorn.

Upon coDplet in t  the 6th grad€,  6tudents € i ther  u 'a lkeC to Colunbia

- 1"r*l'J,6 ei"tAt. tl ,a &a.:'a, 
"- Cna.,".** "eu-+ . fa;up4A**f,JAa.^-, a.X,e

School  
-6r  

l ient  to  L 'ashington ( to  the 7th and 8th grades)  .  . " r , .g t 'a-  y t+ 
* , ,

Unt i l  1925,  Ar  l i r lg , ton had no h igh school I  and a l l  s tuder ts  l jent  to

Hashington for  t t |a t  par t  o f  the i r  educat ion.

l i ) '  fa ther ,  a}^ 'ays in terested in  c iv ic  af fa i rs  ani  in  j r ;prcve: !€nts

for  Ar l ington,  suggested to f r iends in  the Depart rent  of  Agr icu l ture ( then

i r ,  c i rargL of  bui , l< i ing roads)  t i ra t  CohELia.  P i i .e  tou l< i  be a gcoc roac {or  a

test ing progran.  Concrete uas then being tes ied for  use in  road-bui ld ing;

andt  af ter  due conslderat ion,  the DepartEent  agreed.

rs

As a resul - t ,  the Pike was la id-- ' r^ r i th  a two- lane st r ip  of  concrete,

irr seetions*ggJarying typg_s, fron wtr.ich cores would be taken frm. ti.rne to

t ' i D e f a r . ' o ' . a - @ e s t i n g - . - - . " ' T h J , s J ' a s c C E P 1 e t e d 1 n 1 9 2 6 ' I b e 1 i e v e .

l ts coni truc t ion;b eg inning a t the louer Alexandr ia r oad (nou J ef f Dav is

I i ighuav) and stopping ai the top of Paluer's l t i i l l  (where Taylor Stre€t

' -- enters the P lice'-.€nd - Mt.'*

i*-E- - -* -*-tfE* 
chi11y sundqr;]T;rnoon (in auEuT-il$liZ-r ece ived a catl:
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tt
the church was on f  1re;  rd f ie lp  was urgent ly  needed,  as there Lras no f  l re

,t l '

/  . 1 - t , r  , . - , , r ' " . " " ,  . '  I . i : { r ' , , a  t " t l  a i ' - ' ; l ao ,  f  ' ,  / t  , ( "d  '  -  t : ' "  ' " ' " : f ' - ' { / a - * ,

department' yr,:: , 
'.,1t',,1r," 

-:- .f,,* r''"., ,y.;-, dr L:'

By the ti-me we reached the scene/ a f ew of the P€lts had been

dragged ou t .  The f i re  was burn i r rg  f le rce ly  and spread lng  so  rap id ly  tha t

l i t t le could be saved .  Sme pe\^ 's were carr  ied across the Plke to Corbett  f  s

y a r d ,  a n d  s o m e  o f  u s  y o u n g s t e r s  s a t  t h e r e  w a t c h i n g  a s  t h e  b e l f r y  c a u g h t

f i r e .  T h e  h e a v y ,  m e l l o w - t o n e d  b e l 1  ( t h a t  c o u l d  b e  h e a r d  f o r  m i l e s )  s o o n

f  e  i I  u i t h  a  c l a t t e r  ,  a r , i d  a  s h o w e r  o f  s p a r k s  a n c i  f  l a n e .

T h e  A ;  l i n g t o n  ]  j e t h o c  i s t  C i r u r c i ,  ( t  n e :  o r .  t h e  c e r n e r  o f  w h a t  i  s  n o ' r '

n - a l t e r  R e e d  D r i v e  a t  C o l u n b i a  P i k e ,  a c r o s s  f r o r ,  t h e  s t a t i o n  a n d  l i o r t o n t s

Cafe)  o f fe red  the  use  o f  i t s  bu i ld ing ;  a r rd  fo r  a  year  o r  so '  serv ices  rdere

h€ l -d  there  on  Sun< ia i '  a f te rnocr , .  A  s r - ,a l ]  soc ie r .  chape l ,  e rec ted  on  th€  back

of  the  present  Ar l ing ton  Presby ter ian  Church  ]o t '  la te !  served fo r  f i ve  o r

Ec , re  years ,  un t i i  th€  r re ' ! :  c i lu rch  cou lc i  be  bu j - i i .

. Dur ing this ear Iy period of the century' man) areas of Arli-ngton

..--"'Ta\
county grsr' rapidly in population. Sooe P50'000Jhouses rrere elected Ln

:!a!g!of-Cbetgeen-1914 and 1925-":nant F':Flt..I}la"ai-'s ns-tu:lld€t r Gs'id etrt .. --

Alcova lleights (at Glebe Road, on the farE of J. Cloyd Eyars) cane into

be lng and mushroomed .

Orher areas along the Pike also expanded . I{ith -the gro$th in

'*-popuLation caxi,€ the need for nore efficient transPor tat lo::: --tob er t L. V"."'

a forner h'ashington policenan erlro had livei for a ti.&€ on 3'*tracJ--aiong- '- - -

,
Coluobia Pike near the ralrfax county line f'rt.. " 

t. cut and sofd wood/ *t

atrt  ̂f  l17o t 
r

noved lnto Barcrof t*dfri{ , air oss f roE- the th'o-rootr school. tiij-'cltca.

1

tl" i t -
r l '
i l
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lt1?f '  He egulpped two trucks (slnrlar to those in rrhicrr he haured wood)
ul th  long benches a lorrg each s l .de,  a tarpaurrn roof ,  and steps at  the back.
He  d rove  one  (and  h ls  w i fe ,  the  o ther ) ,  w i th  regu la r  schedu les  f rom h ls
backvard garage in  Barcrof  t .  Fron th is  snal l  beginnfugl  h"  soon grad,ated to
t l ^ 'o  buses ,  a f fec t iona te ly  ca l led  by  pa t rons  the  , ,p ie  wagons . r ,  These ,  a l so ,
L re re  en te red  f rom rear  s teps ,  bu t  had  hard - topped  roo fs  and  w indows-_and
were  nore  con f  o r tab le '  suburban i tes  cou ld  no ! . '  even  a t tend  an  even ing
t l rea ter  shor ' :  in  r tas i r  ing ton ,  pr  c ,v ided thel '  could . "  a .n the 1as i  , . , is l , t  bus a t
1 " 1  . 1 C
l i . J _ J .

f J r u s  w a s  b o r n

s c h o o l  b u s e s  d l r e c t  t c

c h : " l d r e n .

r - ' l '  ' i  i q  t  r
our AB&1, '  bus l ine,  * i+h /even iua j  i .  

. /  h s *

t _  y  € i i € r . r s p e c i a l

a a C  f r o n  s e v e r a l  l i a s h i n g t o n  s c 5 o o l s  a t t e n d e c l  b v  a r e a

I . a t e r r  Q u i t e  a  p r o t e s t .  w a s

t c  l o c  o n e  u a \ . .

r a i s e d  r " - h e n  t h e  r e g u l a : -  f a r ; - L , a s  r a i s e i

r  I  c a n  t e 1 l  y o u  h o u  i n i p o r t a n t  l 1 r .  l i a y t s  b u s e s  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n :
e v e r y b o d l ' t h a t  r  h a v e  t a l k e c i  t o  o n  t a p e  h a s  m e n t i o n e d  h i s  b u s  s e r v i c e .

reffi.rpG; ."€",r"+.-.r,r s.,re?r3-hor1-tfit::EidFits o
much E lore  easv__

N I t  d i d .  I t  d i d .

I Tq have-.ever-ybody- reslenber--t+..

:i J,k-inrf,.". It G- il-irFortant part of tl;e C c u n t y ,  I  t i r i n i : .  A n o  i t
grer from this srna11 beg,inning. Iie had a gasoline pu:rp installeri rlght
there in hls baclcyarC, so that when his buses dro'e ro.n.1:6u1ffi!ffi-

I r

gaso l ine  and go  r igh t  on  . r r tgnqr l rh
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r -tE@:

N Uh-hu\-

+lsrra-J

paLr rer ,s  H i l l  (on  Co lunb ia  P ike)  was a  source  o f  de l igh t  to  the

young a t  hear t ,  paren ts  and ch i ld ren  a1 ike ,  fo r  ml les  a round- - in  w in te r t lme

s n o ; . r s .  T h e  p i k e  f r m r  T a y l o r  s t r e e t  E a s r  ( f  o r  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  t h r e e  l o n g '

d o r ^ , n h i l l  b l o c k s )  r a n  i n  a n  s - c u r v e  t o  t h e  l i t t l e  b r i d g e  o v e r  D o c t o r f s  R u n

a t  t h e  b o t E o r n .  F e u  ( i f  a n ) , )  c a r s  t r a ' e i e d  i n  s n c ' v . '  o r  i c e  e t  n i g i , i ,  a n i  t h e

h i l l  \ i . a s  a l u a 1 . - s  f  i 1 1 e d  u i t h  S i e d s  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  s r i c * ' r ^ ' a s  d e e i  e : - i : ; l ' '

B o n f i r e s  L : e r €  k e p t  g o i n g  a t  t h e  t o p ,  f o r  u a r n i n g  f r o - s t b i t t e n  f i ' n g e r s  a n d

t o e s - _ a n d  s t o r 1 , t e l 1 i n g ,  s o n e i f u n e s ,  t o o ,  s €  c o u i c  u s e  P a l n e r ' s  l : i 1 1 - - c o ' 6 -

f  i e l c i  h i l l - - a  J - o n g ,  s H e e p i n g  s  r r € t c h - - u o n c i e r f  u i  6 r r d  f  a s  t  u h e r  L l : " r  c  h ' 3 s  e

c r u s t  o n  t o P '

lar in

ould

The gn'irnrr' ing

s.u*er . l'lany a

later dive frou

h c l e  u n c i e r  t h e  o f d  b r i d g e  a t  F o u r  l i i l e  R u n  u a s  p o p u -

young one learned h is  f i rs t  dog padd le  there  and

the  b ig  rock  in to  deeper  water .  The tu rn ing  o f  the

Hmr deep do you thint the water would have been?

N lthere, in the s^'imning hole?

i  Yes - - t c  La i re  a  C ive  ans- -

r  I  N Oh,  i t  was 9 or  10 feet  deeP in

t l
I  t  in to that  unt i l  ycu krrer  hou tc  paddle '

^ ' l - - ! 1 - - +  L r

t h e  d e e p e s t  P a r t .  f o u  i i d n ' t  g o

saf  e was i t  ?
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[ 1 8 4 ]  N  N o ,  l t  w a s n ' t .  B u t  l t  g 7 a s  a  l o t  o f  f u n .

I  You  d ldn f  t  te l l  your  mother ,  d id  you?

N Oh,  y€s,  she knew about  l t .  I t  IJas a lo t  o f  fun.

@

: f  We used to craul over where the water came dor^-n frm tbe sluice-

wa). .  , r 'e td crau ' l  over  that  to  get  on top of  the wheel  and catch hold of  the

other  s ide as i t  went  dor^ 'n  and then jurnp of f  a t  the bot tom.

I  D i d  y o u  e v e r  h a v e  a n ) '  s e r i o u s  a c c i d e n t s ?

l i  N c ,  n o .

I  S o  t e l 1  m e  a b o u t  y o u r  f a t h e r ,  t h e n .

l i  About x iv f  acher ?

1  L : l - l l ' J r ^ .

l i  Dad was a  char te r  (and an  ac t ive)  msober  o f  the  Barcro f t  Schoo l

E r : : -  C i v  j  c  L e a g u e .  l { ' . '  g r a : i a f  a t h e r ,  e  C o n g r p s s i o n a l  c o r r e s p c , n d e : : :  a n i  a

char te r  rsembe"r  o f  the  Gr id i ron  C lub  ( in  Wash ing ton) ,  was  f  o r  a  year  o r  so

the  Leagr re  secre tary .  I  s t i l l  have h is  Grahan-shor thand minutes  o f  i t s

Dad was on  the  ccr r rmi t tee  to  choose a  s i te  fo r  the  Gounty rs  f i rs t

f . igh school ,  €recLet i  in about L925 or t  6.  About that  t ime also,  he was one

_*_*_____-____-oI_ -co8ltt-ee to-select*a r.oute-jEo'7 qh. Praaenr lrr {ngr..n n6ul€rter4l -

Srar t inE a t  the  r i ver ,  the l '  wa lkeC th ree  d i - f fe ren t  rouLes  a l l  the  Lra l '

rh rc 'ugh the  County  ta  the  Fa i r fa> :  County  l ine- - f  i r ra i l y  choos ing  i t s  p resent

ioc a!  ion .  / tn.1,  a l r . 'avs cpme hmre t  i red,  too,  I  can assur e you . /
f -  

-  
f

"  I  T h a t  w a s  a  g o o d  w a 1 k ,  w a s n t t  i t ?



[  20e]

8 RITCHIE

N l t ren,  houever ,  l t  uas a rough and rura l  route.

I  tJe l l ,  vho e lse was on the commit tee? Or who was select ing--uho

was l t  that  Lras selectLng peopl .e?

N I  rea l l y  dont t  l , s ro r^ ' .  I  don t t  knou ' .  they  were  peop le  appo in ted

by  the  County r  8s  a  cormi t tee  to  se lec t  the  s i te .  And they  cons idered

t
severa l  d i f fe rentyTUf i l  r

1 t*r+ut. lttrat was the Civic League, then?

l i  T h e  C i v i c  L e a g u e  u a s  o n e  f  o r u r e d  f  o r  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a ,  r t - €

s  t i l l  t r s v €  c l v i c  l e a : u e s  a 1 i  o v € r  t h e  C o u n t r ' .

I  J u s t  f  o r  t h e  I i a r c r o f  t  a r e a - - i t  w a s n t t  a  C o u n t y - - - - i d e - -

N  T ] - r a t  D a r t i c u l a r  o n e  L - a s  f  o r  t h e  B a r c r o f  t  a r e a .  D a C  L ' a s  a l s o  a

u .e ; r l  e r  c f  the  C ia : : : 'e r  c f  Cor : r ,e rce  au i  var ic : :s  c t i re r  c , rgan iza t - i c 'ns  oa 'e :  t i r i -

C o u n t v .

I  B u t  t h e  B a r c r o f t  w a s * -

N  B u t  t h i s - - t h i s  w a s  j u s t  t h e  B a r c r o f t n L e a g u e ;  a n d  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a

Barcro f t  League,  jus t  as  there  is  an  Ashton  He igh ts  C iv ic  League- -and I  sup*

'fose ttls-oni:-" ove-r-aher e st Cdldn5tt Eou-s6 3TiIl . 
-

. I  1 ' .

-"ffans r. l

N JCd@fu in thosFearlv years L'ere the

I '  f . . i  l i " .  o f  y , e r r - e  .  P . e a i ,  l l r i g h t ,  P e ; ; e r ,  I l r ' : : e ,  B r i d g e s .  P a v n : .  f f a . : : t t , ,-=:

and Hale.  Sone of  the Eelabers of  those faal l ies are s t i l l  l iT in t  in  the

aree fzrrd roar also have informatior. that Eipht be he7pf,:h/.
l / /

Ear ingts Stor€ at  Barcrof t  r^ 'a  c  la ter  Gensre l ts .  Seigel rs  Store at -
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I{e had oae of the f t-rst

N And \de usu:l11y walked to the--to Gp,rrrnel

foo t  o f  the  h i l l  f r su r  us ;  bu t  fo r  sher rs  L re  cou ld

and order ,  and they would br ing our  order__

I  They  f  d  de l i ve r  i t  t o  you  ?

l i  Thev  de l i ve red .

slx telephones Ln Bar-

t 6  S t o r e ,

crank up

which was at  the

the telephone

{+€,$s€-.}

So: - ,e  o f  the  ear  l v  f  a r . i i i es

t i , o s e ,  c j  i * i b e r t ,  G r a r - ,  C r a i E ,  T a p p ,

C o e ,  F i g g i n s ,  a n d ,  F l o v d - - a n d  H o u e l l .

and at  Cc, iurnbr ia were

M a c P h e r s o i . ,  E r n s t ,  L y 1 e ,

a l o n g  t h e  P i k e

S h e f f e l ,  F 1 o v d ,

I

n-as tha

N

r In your--

@ c , C .  B u i  I ' d

t - -had i t  changed hands before
'  

No--

l i ke  to  as  l :  uor  e

y ou--

a b o u t  h a r i n g t s  S t c r e

N l la r ing rs  S to re

f  i r s t  s t ,o re ,  i n  Barc ro f  t .
*?rt. -ind 

tFsol *"" lr,"

L'as the f  i rs  r - -no t  the f  i rs  t  bu i  rd  i rg  ,  but  the

r t  was r ight  at  the ra i r road t rack on col t rmbia

or about rhe rrrsr i;fi;;i;" * ,h* area.
The /r . i l lers.  

t  hor ie and the

Lar ing rs.  ca:{  f  r  cn Fair  f  ar :

whose fan i l v  had come f ron

Bar  c ro f  t  .  Our  pos  t  o f  f  i c  e

hmre of his as s is tant w er e near bv . -fJtn.€f-.i The

Ccrunrr-.  l tr .  I iar ing had married a }, ;*cs Dorenus,

Neu Jersey;  and he and h is  wi fe had the store in

was a lso in  that  bui ld ing.  And h is  wi f  e  and her
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slster acted as postmlEtresses--and kne^'  errerybody I 'n the area, so--al" l

sor ts  o f  addresses- -even though the l  uere  mixed uP,  they  go t  to  the  r lgh t

p l a c e .

One o f  the  s ls te rs  nar r ied  a  l l r .  I ' Ia rye ,  and they  l i ved  w i th in  a

b lock  o f  us .  Another  s is te r  mar r led  a  Co lone l  Pepper ,  who had l i ved  in

Glen  Car lyn .  Apparent ly ,  h is  f i rs t  had d ied ;  and he  bad had tL 'o  ch i ld ren .

He la te r  had t r . ,o  o thers ;  and they  l i ved  in  Barc ro f  t '

l i e a r  t h e  s t o r e  i t t u t  e  h ' a s  a  l a r g e  u h : . t e  h o u s e .  I t  h e d  b e e r  a b o u i ,

t 1 € ,  f  i r s t  h o u s e  b u i l t  i n  B a r c r o f  t ,  r i e h t  o n  C o l u n b i a  P i k e .

T o  g o  b a c k  t o  t h e  s t o r e :  i t  u a s  a  r e g u l a r ,  r e a l  o 1 d - t i r , e  s t o r e ,

w h , e r  e  ) . o u  c o u l d  d i g  p i - c k i e s  o u r  o f  t h e  p i c k l e  b a r r e l ;  a n d  t h e i '  h a d  b i g  b c x e s

u i t h  g l a s s  t o p s ,  r . ' h e r e  ) ' o u  c o u 1 i  f  i s r  o u l  t h e  k i n d  o f .  c o c l : i e  y o u  u a n t e i  .

I t  was  a  very  in te res t ing  p lace .  And the l '  had  an  o ld  s tove  in  there ,  and

peop le  r . 'ho  h-ere  wa ic ing  f  o r  t . i re  t ra i i ' .  in  pc ' io  t t  s .& i i r€ l -  a iuavs  saL arL ,unc

t h a t .  s r o v e  u n r i l  t h e y  h e a r d  t h e  w h i s t l e  b l o u ;  a n d  t h e y  h a d  t o  r u n  f o r  t h e

l i t t l e  s t a t i o n .

.-I -- I{haG- else did theY se}l?

N T h e , s s o 1 d m e a t s ; t h e y s o 1 d { G b 1 - - g r o c e r i e s o f v a r j . o u s

kinds. They had vegetables-**,IgtL.coul! .-even buy yard goods and thread and

rt.cdlce-{uc t-abart'anythlng?-

I  Herdware  i te rs?

\ ,
N b.\€fl*5 |es--scrre hardwar e iterrs '

I  { t lFfu*r-*n ear1,.,-  departnent store, wasn tt  i t?

! i  A  r e g u l a r  d e p a r t n e n t  s t o r e ,  n o t  s u c h  b i g g e r  t h a n  a  s m a l " l - - i H e " " "
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room uas not ouch bigger than a snall brrr\galql .

I They really got €:'\terything ln.

And rh.=''r-- 
€ A l+ t

-thelr Eorf was the one who started the ner^rspapeTl-

.{dt;n.tw !*W*r#llW:1\ \

N  Y e s .

I  T e 1 l  m e  a b o u t  t h a t ,

N I  don ' t  knou any th ing  about  Edd ie

B u t  h e  h a d - - t , i s  u n c  i e ,  Y r  .  H a r v e ,  w o r k e d  i n

a n d  r * ' a s  i n t e r e s t . e c  i n  p r i n t i n g ;  a n d  h e  h a d  a

l e t  E a d i e  u o r k  o n .  A n i  E d d i e  c o n c e i v e d  t h e

b e c a u s e  t h a t  w a s  b e f o r e  t n y  t i n e .

t h e  G o v e r n n e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e

sna 11 pr int  ing pr es s ,  t i ie t  l re

i d e a  o f  s t a r t i r €  t h e  l i c t l e

n s A ' S p a p e r .

i.Appape. t .ie"terrr:rrt"iqr-dsFth!:- t'r:t E:-\rttp:- f ffiUFC€cr-.:t:ra:$s-

-'J*€"""1-

I ' r r  .  l ' larve suggested

newspaper ;  and fo r  a  per iod  o f

the  news and wr i te  i t  up ,  and

that,  t re uould help Eci<i ie

moNa-fi
about a year, each {f,€€lr

they wou ld pr int i t on a

t o  p r i n t  u p  a  l i t r i r

Eddie would gather

l i t t l e - -oh ,  abou t  a

5-by-8-si"red ?aga., ..folde& aer. -{Jetel1.y--*t-vas,gborlt fonr*pcgc*r--frrd'-rag,*

of those are stil l in existence in the County. $r' *St/" {-{.. f* 
e,f*L*d} "

I I{elJ-, if everyb-ody uss meeting around the pot-bellied etove, aad

@ 
-hrt'th€ gentl€maa ad-tlc--ttro lod{cs -at'-thc-ctc e with sll the-{lens- *

H e  e o u l d  p r i n t  p l e n t v  o f  i n f o r r c a t i o n ,  c o u l d n t t  h e ?

Alnost--vh1'did they need a paper t .e l l ing who vis i ted whon arui--?

l { e 1 1 , t h a t w a S a n i r n p o r t a n t p a r t o f - 1 i v i n g i n t h e c o u n t r Y i f f i f f i "

days,  I  guess.  He not  onlv  pr in ted net^ 's  of  Barcrof t ,  but  up and dcn 'n the

li

I

N



[3s3]

L2 RITS}IIE

aN, *f
Plke;  there were f requent  ar t ic les { -  '  -  r f  people dcr . 'n  at  Colurnbla or

ou t in Fa lrf ax County or at Balleys CYos sroads .

I  That  would rea1ly  be the reason for  dolng l t - -not  for  te I l lng

what the Barcrof t  nelghbors--but f  or tel l1ng wtrat the Colr.rnbia neighbors--

wer e doing .

T h i s  i s  t r u e .  B u t  l t  w a s  l t k e

I  bet  they Joved l t .

I t r ,  s u r e  t h e v  d i d .

a  1 i t t l e  g o s s i p  c o l u n n - l ^ + .

I  A n d  t h e r e  h ' a s  a  b l a c k s n i t h  s h o p  t h e r e ?

Ther  e  y r r 'a  s  e  b l "ac l : . sn i th  shor ,  across  the  P ike  f  rom the

car ,  renecber  tha t ;  anc i  I  rsaenber  - - *hen I  uas  in  schoo l  I  used

t h a t  w h e n  I  h a d  t o  l e a r n  t h e  p o € n  a b o u t  t h e  v i l l a g e  b l a c k s n i t h

c l i e s t n u t  t r e e .  
. , ,

ffi

s t o r e .  I

t  o  t h i n i r  o f

u n d e r  t h e

l i  T h e  o a k  t r e e ,  u n d e r  w h i c h  t h a t  l i t t 1 e  b l a c k s n i t h  s h o p  s t o o d ,  w a s

one o f  the  b igges t  I  ever  saw.  I t  r l ' as  huge.

I  dc 'nt t  renernber the

M,aybe the.v wer€ t.he

sn l th .v  h i rse l f

I lof fman Brothers

but  I  r€n;enber- -t o o  u ' e I l ,

1

seeing them over there and wa tching then shoe

t h e  h o r s e s .

i -Ui. i i ir.$. lt ' ire:; would the ne€,: f o: a biaci:.srrith have erries i ht:c.:.

d i d  c a r s  p r e t l l  g u c h  r e p l a c e  h o r s e s ?

l i  O h ,  n o t  f  o r  v e a r s  a f  t e r  t h e t .  I  s u p p c s e  n o t  u n t  i I  1 9 1 5 ,  s c n e r i i r e r  e

aroun<i ther e--or 1920. Tha t  1 i  t  t le shop d isappear d,  ,  but  ,Lher e*otbers- in
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the area; there nas one down on Gle'tre Road--at Coh.rnbia Plke.

I ltrer e wa s a blacksraith down ib er e ?

N Yes, on the southeast corner of Columbia Ptke there vas a bLack-

sml th shop .

I l{here Bauserman used to  be- -

the - -  .No, BausenDan rr tas on

i)

_-

r l i  S o u t h u e s t  c o r n e r\ -* -* -  - -  - - ' |

I @

SaurPtFfr sv*

l i Ther e's an -{sse*-i n:xc,;41 s tat ion th er e nc{^'

But  f  o r  man) '  vears  ther  e  \ * 'as  e  b iacksn i  th  shop.

@

I  
.  [D id ]  an5 'body  have C iv i l  r r -a r  s td i ies  fo r  you- -when you were

gr owing .up ?

Not  tha t  I  cen  reca l l I  o n c e  h a d  a  r e c o r d  o f  S h e r l d a n t s  r i d e
3<.rFi*5"{tf*Piw

f f i - t hET-?e$Gy f i ' - 1o i l t f f i I " a1n f f i La ;and Iused to1ove t t , becaus€ . * , . . '

you could hear the horses gal lopirg .  I  was playlng i t  one day; nr* mother

called to me and said, t l lere comes !,tamatt (her mother). 
ttTurn that of f . t '

turned i t  o f  f  , fEcord would have

broker .  (hac  ! ' ! .a r ' ; ;  hearc i  i t ,  because she spent  the  C iv i l  L 'a r  years  uF an i

dor^n  the  va11e1 ' ,  nov ing  f ro rn  one p laee to  another ) .

I You mea:: the Shenandoah VaLlev

Shenandoah Val ley,  moving frou: one place to another to keep out of
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Sherldan ts way when he was rtdlng uP and dor"n the Valley .

I  I  can  see  where  tha t  wou ldn t t  have  been  her  f  avor i te  [ recordJ .

N They lost thelr hone. l trey lost everythl.ag.

I l lh-huh. Then she f inal ly sett led in Berryvl l le?

N And r* ren she marr led,  she set t led in  Berryv i l le- -yes.

-tteusctl

I  h ' i ra  t  r i -as  the  Corber t  subd iv is ion?

N  T h e  C o r b e t  t  s u b d  i v i s i o n ?

T  r - :  L . . l -
l -  L i i - l l u I ; .

l i  I  s u p p o s e  ) ' o u  a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  B a r c r o f t  a r e a ?

1  T e s .

N  l n e l j ,  B a r c r ; f  i  i r s e l - i  \ . ' a s  f : - r s t  n a r , e i  c c r b e t t '

1 Ltr-huh.

l i  Cc. , rbel t  ou: iec a fan^.  t - i  s  f  a : . i ] . r  na:  cc: :€  i ,e :e i r  l '85r . ' ;  a : ; :  e

brotherr. Sewe11, had bought a nuunber of farrn areas--both at Colr.rurbia and j-n

the area of  Barcrof t .  One he sold to  h is  brother ,  Cooper l  another  one he

L+'e 9,
brdtffiriE]iE- .{:f :**

f a t h e r , @ ) .

, - f f i

l45nl, - [n-e or Srao 1: tggq f li jtp€d rilhout t es*?tlLng counter.l

Stde '2 too i l  The] '  had bought  the farEs back in  the 185Crs.  SeHei . l 's  fe ther

went back to Na,- Iork to live, apparently; and, eventually' Frank becarr.e

lhe o^.ner of the farn near Four Uile Run, on Colunbia Pike. Ills h@e was

cal led Cedar Hi l l ,  nh ich rould have been a nuch Pret t ier  nar ,e for  Barcrof , t .
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. Houever, he later declded to subdivide lt--and began eelllnS lote--

aold a f er^', And sooe of the peoPle that I have nentioned (Iike lhe Uary es

and the uarlngs and various others) uov ed to the ar€a; but he dled before

selllng more than flve or six houses, and the ProPerty tras later sold to

another fanily, r*ro resubdivided lt--changed the streets erd the naDes.

And uhen Corbet t  subCiv ided i t ,  he cal led i t  Corbet t ;  the s tat ion

ar Barcrof t was naoed corbett (for h5-n) W*.:'ffiWffi':,*
But rhen i - t  r ;as resubdiv ided,  because of  the Barcrof t  faEi ly  I

( url n
( i+ i+L ua:  l iv ing across Four  ! i i1e F.un,  on Colu:5 ia Pike)  the p lace uas re-

naned Barcrof t .

I  Fh. ' ! :?rc{>.  ln i ' r . -hc,L 'er€ these peopl .e u ic '  $ere resubdiv id ing i t

af rer corberr? f)'**# ,':uE,'a,'fp r {* W *k -f,^f J'# {Tt.{tq{a 
"S'7'f'o'. ' #mr'.*#*

T : ,fiPt^, ** t F*r+ 'l

i+ergs l ,

r r  evenrual l l '  becar ,e Lhe proper l ,y  of  i .  P.  * . r  ight  .  
€{ { f , * . { :n\

bough t  the  p roper t ) '  f rm the  Corbe t f  es ta te '  and$ecJ  he  $as

a better businessaan than fpatrs's]- she thought she wasl so he took

l.'
l \

\
1ar^'J had

pr obabl-v

tt o1rgr.

I  I  han,e an ad here f rsn the t tBarcrof  t  l iews. t '  I t  says:  tBur ; ing

lg1:_:" Barcrof t  is no'r.-  speculat ion. NexL sPring;hey t.r i l l  have doub]|d ;1n

va lue .  Bu ] 'one  now.  S .  P .  Lk igh t ,  BarCro f t t  V i rg in ia - t "

l l r : a t  u ' o u l d  t ] , .  s i  a a  c f  t h e  X c t - - c r  w i r a t  u o u l d  t h e  c o s t  o f  i t - - b e ?

I  have ne  idea r . -ha t  the  eos t  was .  I  knor  i t  was  prac t ica l l y

nothing conPared to l.hat w€ have--

I  - - - 'Compared '  to  no l , i ' ; * ' cer ta in ly
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of  the lo ts  ran--ohr  approx imate ly  50 by

l l t t1e larger  than that .

--{*ara€r}

There ts  another  one here  Ln  the  I tBarero f  t  Nsrs . t t  I t  says :  t l " t r ,

S.  P.  I { r tght  ls  making many lmprovenents in the property,  recent ly purchased

b 1 ' M r s .  F o x . t '  M r s .  F o x  w a s  h i s  m o t h e r - i n - l a w .  t } I e  i s  b u i l d i n g  a  b e a u t i f u l

co t tage,  eas t  o f  the  1ake,  oD Cedar  S t ree t ;  and has  so l "d  two lo ts  ad jo in ing

t M i l e s  A w a y .  t t '  T n a t  w a s  t h e  n € u : i e  o f  o n e  o f  t t r e  h m e s  t h e r e .

'  I  U h . h n h '

-{8€trscl

9id:-7.tr:-
v : i  t

The  lo t  c thac  i s  u ren i ioned  here . /1on  Cedar  S t ree l

C o l u r n b i a  P i k e ;  a n C  C e d a r  S t r e e t  r ^ ' a s  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a L  C c r b e t t  s u b , d i v i s i c ; r ,

b u t  i t  w a s  w i p e d  o u t  i n  t h e  n e \ ^ - s u b d i v i s i o n ,  u n d e r  S .  P ,  t l r i g h r .  I t  w o u l C

have gon.e  r igh t  th rough our  p roper t r | r  r igh t  bes ide  our  spr ing ,  had they  kept

it ther e .

ffi

S o  w e  w e r e  f o r t u n a t

Or

did he have to get ^"t7&,u,.. tr t . ,{ ,  $f 1.1 S";,* to/ :

t'{*b!\

xG-{ut was changed.
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1065l N I  real ly don' t  kncr--have no ldea'

I ll|r-trh' Dld you feel any safer, having the sherlff llve ar ounrrl

you?--havtng l'lr . ?almer llve so near ?

N No, i t  d ldr.r t  Bean anything to me, because I  Has Just a youngster

# a t  t h a t  t i n e .

I  h t ra t  abou t  cae te r ies  a t  th i s  t ime?  t r t re re  were  peop le  bur ied  a t

t h e i r  d e a r h s ?

N L lcs t  o f  the  pecp le  were  taken  back  to  uhere  they  ca rae  f ron .  l h '

f a n j . 1 1 ' L - a s  b u r i e i  a t  l i e r n d o n ,  V i r g j r : . i a .  S o ; e ,  o f  c o u r s e '  w e r e  b e i n g  b u r i e d

i -  A r l i n n t r 1 l 1  t h e n f  b t n - -l r r  n r . l l . t r t L l

I  L ' n e r e  i n  A r l i n g t o n  u c u l d  t i r € r '  h a v e  b e e n  b u r i e d  t n e n ?

l .  Ar I  i  ng t  on Ce: i .e: .  erv .

1 JL-&dl .  l . , f tat  about the ceneterv on--

N T t re re  were  no  b ig  c€ . f , ^€ te r ies  a4y i 'here  around.  Co lu : r :b ia  Gardens

w a s n t t  h e r e  t h e n .

b4 -b Ltrcl
1 g!1l|h. I was thinl: ing that people might lqf*rr in thelr o\drr

backYjards

N Oh, no--fl-rr'!r*lig*'itc i--r'ery f a.' tr*,**=lt*eiSfpl .
t 4

I *nTEr ebot't''tfie-E6Et€rf ln 4b ingdon Street/--arouDd 13th Screetl
I

s'-1roa^t#}1rgtet--

* I ::c, ' lk'*-e::luse t ef'r:c'i .41 l;gt c:. [Lut] !lcn:'oe Slreet.

'  
|  \  X Oh,  that  t ias a Corbet t  c€netery.
\ l- l

I  A fanl l -v  cemetery.

l' mrtlar?-iasi11, cerireterl'--of the corbetts--but peoPfe $ere
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bur led there back 1n the 1800rs,  not  af ter  that  ( to  ny knowledge)

HFlEtt.

flarrl-'.,1

there were a number of  the ear ly  Corbet ts  who uere bur ied there.

tlcrlrgcl:-l

h t rat  was Ar l ington Heights?

{*a#

I

t :
l \

I

1 don t t. knor^' .

* l r - b l b s - I  t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  a n o t h e r  s e c t i o n  o r  s u b d i v i s i c ' n .

That  was anoth  er  a r  ea- - l  t i r in i : ,  o \ '€ t '  to r^ 'a rd  the  Cour  thcus  €  .

Uh-huh.  L le l - l  ,  te11  me about  vour  fa ther r  3s  a  PPCO emplovee

w i . r i n g  t i t e  B a r c r o f  t  h o u s e s - - y * ' i r i n g  t h e n ,  f  o r  e l e c t r l c i t y .

N  W e l l ,  b e e a u s e  D a d  h a d  g r a d u a t e d  f r o n  B l i s s  E l e c t r i c a l  S c h o o l ,  h e

knew about electr ic i t ) ' - -kner*-  ho'r^r  to handle i t ,  of  course, al though he was

not f tslre] in the electr ical bus lness as such. He was the manager of the

Conmercial Department (for PEPCO) for many years; but Lre used oi l  lamps in

most areas in Arlingtonr'rhen the houses rrere first built and for ean)' years

Dad decided tha t  he 'd l ike

electr ic cqnpany, which had run l ines

they would charge and ho,*- many people

agree  to  run  l i gh ts  to  Barc ro f t - - run

t o  h a v e  e l e c t r i c i t y ;  s o  h e '

about as f  ar  as CoJ.umbia,

they  wou ld  have to  have,

e l e c t r i c i t v  t o  B a r c r o f t .

askeC the

hou nuch

i n  o r d e r  t o
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I t

t 1 0 7 ] A n . t t h e y t o l d h l D / t t ' " . / ' t l e a s t s l x h o u s e s l n B a r c r o f t t l o u l d

have to aSree to lt '

He I,ot scme t0 or 12--and itent to work ulrlng the different

- houses' lle vired our o$'n flrs!' and he also wired the nell l ittle school

bulldlng that had been built--and rlred at least seven or eiEht of the

others.  Sone of  the people la ter  dropped out ;  they decided 1!  sould cost

too ouch' a"d=dprf.1tbuJ- tha t nas the beginning for us for--of electricity'

t {e  haCr la ter  on,  the te lePhone co[ :Panv-- ran l ines far ther  a long '

Ar ,g ue were one of  the f  j ' rs t  s ix  subscr ibers for  a te lephone'  He had tbe

old crank-up tvPe--or i  the wa11'  lJ :  ccul< i  p ic l :  up the r€ceiver '  and tJe could

c a l l a n - r . b o d i . o n ' o u r l i n e - - e n v o f t h e o t h e r f j \ ' e - - i f w e } . n e r * . r d h a t t h e i r r i ' n g

w a s .  - - f o t  i n s t a n c e '  w e  c a l l e d  t h e  s t o r e :  f s a y '  
t h a t  u a s  t h r e e  r i n g s ; '  s e ' d

c : a t - }  i :  t i : e '  t i n ' e s '  a : r d  t l r a r '  r "  r : 1 i  g : " e  t f  r -  s  t c : ' e  t i ' T € €  r i n g s  '  1 t  a l s c

rang at everybody elsers house' everJ t itD; we rang the thinS; so everybody

,
else kne'^' that sonebod) htas calling the stor? '

****Bur*rhrr*las 4"e in[eggsJ.Lr]q.p.tlaFe l -- I*wis] ] bad k"gljl*,:13

t e l e p h o n € ,  j u s t  f o r  t h e  f u : 1  o f  i t '

I{hen uas it that your father did rhe triring? about what year uas

t h a t ?

l i  Abou t L9L2 to 1915 '

1 And r. 'hen did you get the t 'elephone?

l i  The  te lephones  b re  go t  abou t  1918- - r17  o r  r18 '

I  The) '  i *ere two n ice changes in  -vour  1 i f  e ,  though'  werent  t  they?
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N Horrderf ul;-.rrh#. I{e also had our f lrst car about tha t tlne r 60

I  dldnrt have to valk the Plke every d&*r,
(

I #

Tel l  me about the cming of  Barcrof  t  Apar Frnents .

N Wel l ,  that  we al l  hated to see, because we had enjoyed the {percc]r-

the  love ly  woods and the  fo res t  tha t  h rere  des t royed when they  came th rough.

I  w a s  i n  s c h o o l  a t  t h e  t i m e  ( o r  w o r k i n g ) ,  s o  I  d i d n f t  k n o u ' m u c h  a b o u t  l t  o r

s e e  n u c h  o f  i t  e x c e p t  i n  g o i n g  o r  c o m i n g .

i  l .  o  . r ' .  r  | ,  , i l
i i{h-t --',G-ii about 19 3 5 ?

.  N  J u s t  a b o u t .

I  f t* in, And **ho was doing al l  this?

) .  T h e  D e l a s h n u l t  b r o t h e r s  b ' . : : 1 t  t h e  B a r c r c f  t  A p a r t : € : : t s .

I  They bought  the land f ron Sher i f  f  Palmer?

l ;  1  d o n t t  k n c r ;  w h e r e  t h e i ' L c u g i , l  t f ^ e  l a ; : i .  ' h e 1 i ,  h e  d i d : r t t  o ; i .  a i i

o f  that  landf  they bought- -

I  B u t  i t  w a s  P a l n e r f  s  c o w - f  i e l d ,  w a s n t t  i t ?

1 Oh, then there is sou€ more--

li .*There..-was much more--

I l {est of there, isnrt i t?

)i Bel'ond tha t--south of tha t ,

1  South of  that ,  go ing baci . - - -

N South of Colulbia Pike . I t  wenr al l  the way back t o the ra i l road

and inc luded a part of the Deutennan f arn. The;* wer e dairy people tha t
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[ 154 ]11veda1ong the ra11 road t rack . -D -E -U-T -E -R-u -A -N .

I Deuternan, y6.

oily thar llveil dnen
there rras the peturso f a.nily, an Itallan fanily.

[Pause. ]

r But '  anyhor, the Delashmutts put together the aurount of land that ,

they wanted to use for  Barcrof t  Apar tnents__

N Ljtr-huh.

I  A n d  w e n t  a h e a d  w i t h  i t .

N th:-ln*h , YE E ,

r  'oas t r rere  an) '  ac t ive  oppos i t ion ,  do you th ink?

W
, { '

I  Ac  t i ve  oppos i t ion  aga ins t  i t  j i

N  N o ,  I  d o n r t  t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  a n y  a c t i v e  o p p o F i t i o n  t o  i t .

qF-rtr}.

we were being rrooala with people that needed homes and needed
places to l ive,  because of  the bu: l ld-up in  populat ion.  Anq,  of  course.

Ar l ington (as r  sa id)  was expandi r rg a l l  over- -

I  Y e s .

N  F i r s t  o n e  a r e a  a n d  t h e n  a n o t h e r .  C o l o n i a l  l i l l a E e ,  I  t h i n k ,  r d a s
t i r e  f i r s t  i n  t h c  c o u n t r i - .

I

I  0 f  i t s  s i z e r  1 ' B S .

N Lih-hutr.

t**uscr*l
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Tl". ls and Arl lngton Vl l lage uere very much slmllar.

And d id they turn out  to  be good neighbors? I t  was f lne once t t

g o t  s t a r t e d ,

N  Oh,  Y€sr  l t  vas  a l l  rLgh t ,  As  I  6ay r  l t  des t royed  h lk tng  a reas ;

l ! '  r ' t  I  lF t
and l t  took a J.ot of the birds. Clne of the interestLng things torus (uf 

' fuho

l i rr /r"t# ar"y'  *,"s I that] before the Aparbents uere bul, l t  rhere were many areas

t t ra t  had been used as t renches--or  dug as t renches--dur ing the Civ i l .  Har .

And f requent ly  ln  our  h ikes we would t ina Civ i l  l . lar  re l ics in  those t renches.

I  tve even f  or :nd lnd ian arrc t \^ 's  a l l  through there.

rf?ansta|

-{ - - - - [ I r  ] .  Rarnrcf  t  - is- 'gu'  rg te b.  rhnre e Hh+le ' .Jr ' , r rger. . [unintel* ig i t {eJ .

-VdJ ,
N * + € f t - . A n d # a c r o S S t h e B o u 1 e v a r d f r o m B a r c r o f t , / w h e r e

, / l

Ar l ing ton  Fores t  i " ^ f  there  were  a lso  ma.ny ' ' Ind i rn  re l i cs  to  be  found- -a l I
/ '

t h r o u g h  t h e  w o o d s .

1 And then when Barcrof t  came,  that  generated more shopping area,
\

d i d n f t  i t ?

N  Y e s l  o f  c o u r s e ,  i t  d i d - - a n d  m o r e  t r a f f i c .

I E*da. Wha t were the shops tha t opened up af t er tha t-- tha t had

been there  fo r  a  r t r i le?

tfar:sr::t-

l i  T  d o n t t  k n o r , : ,  r e a l l y g  I  h a v e n ' t  k e p t  u p  w i t h  t h e  a r e a  a s  m u c h  a s
!

w i t h  o t h e r  a r e a s .  h r h r e n  I  u a r r i e d ,  I  w e n t  t o  t o u ' n  t o  l i v e  f o r  a  ! - e a r - - a n d

t h e n  m o v e c i  t o  t h i s  a r e a .
-

t b
I  t4{nr inrh-- the Pershing Drive area.
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t2001 N And Dost of Dy shopplng is done over here *.r*.a{ffi8.r}k}.

*--.{?E!rtlt hh.'t]"r-: 
h tarvc

N €@ IJestmoDt, of course, uas opened--tr all of these llttle

houses ln the tlesbontl-

I *.*-{.e6++€-re5-.5lee*af Th"a ,n"" durlng the l{ar.

N That  was dur ing the War,  yes.

I And then the next shopping area down, say, right at llonroe Street

(on the southuest  s ide of  Monroe StreeL, 'where the b ike shop used to be--

-X_**ec r-eher e]s- a:-

I  T h e r e r s  n o h '  a  T o d d l e  H o u . s e l  t h e y f v e  b e e n  t h e r e  a  l o n g  t i m e ,  I

k n o w  t h a t ) .

N  Y e s ,  t h e y  h a v e .

r  rhen, f  ar ther on dovrn,  they had' '  the euebec Apar tments .

++alrsFl.l

.  
That  f  s  a  god-s ized group o f  apar tments  in  there ;  and then- -

N They are  bu i l t  abou\ t  where  the  Cra ig  fami ly  l i ved- - in  the  ear l ie r

years .  A  good 
'b i t  

o f  tha t  was  vacant  land ,  bu t  there  was a  fami ly  named

C r a i g  t h a t  l i v e d  a l o n g  t h e r e .

nrt't?ItrrftCnr

*." f tBeyond that Cwhat was now the George l" iason Drive)--oh, about

f  c u r  b l o c l i . - c  s o u [ h  o f  t h e  P l f : e ,  t h e r  e  w a s  a  v e r y  s m a 1 l  h o u s e  ,  u l r e r  e  a  f a n i 1 l '
I

n a m e d  C o l e s  l i v e d .  T h i s  r ^ : a s  o n  p r o p e r t l ' t h a t  w a s  o u n e {  b , r ' P a l n e r ,  a n d  i t

, ,  , ,  { r  , . t { r
w a s ' / o n L h e . a [ * o f h i s c o w f i e l d . @ . } t h e e a r 1 y d a v s , t h e

C o l e s  ( w h o  h a d  c o m e  f r o r l  - { F a u e d  o n e  o f  t h e  i s l a n d s ;  I  h a v e  f o r g o t t e n
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w h e t h e r 1 t w a S f l o m 1 n i c a - - s o n e r ^ l h e r " : ' % - - H a 1 t 1 ) - - s h e a n d h e r h t r s -
A

band had both been professors at  the unLvers i ty  there,  and they had a

daughter (t tre husband was dead at this t ine)--they had a daughter who was

deaf  and dunb;  s t re could nel ther  ta lk  nor  hear ,  except  that  she couLd make

sounds and she could. read l lps ( they had taught  her  to  read 1 lps) .  She had

a  god  educa tLon ;  he r  pa ren ts  had  aeen  to  tha t ,

But  t t re  Coles ( the mother  and,daughter)  or^rned a horse and a brgg) , i

and when I  l ias a youngster ,  when l ' lo ther  and I  wanted to go v is i t ing we would

rent  the horse arrd bugg,v f rom the C,o le fami , ly .  And we could have the horse

fo r  a  who le  d "yn  i f  we  wan ted  i t .

l ' l o ther  had an  aunt  who was the  mat ron  a t  the  Ep iscopa l  Seminary ,

out beyond Baileys Crossroads; eatl- .stre lmgtt "r l  
l iked to go to visi t  her.

S o  q r e  f r e q u e n t l v  r e n t e d  t h e  h o r s e  a n d  b u g g , r  f o r  t h a t ;  a n d  i t  t o o l ;  a b o u t  t w o

h o u r s  t o  g e t  t h e : : e  f r o m  B a r c r o f t .  T h e  h o r s e  l r e r e  v e r y  s l o w .  I t  n e ' e r

t r o t t e d  o r  r a n l  i t  t o o k  i t s  o w n  t i m e .

-{+esseJ

I  Then '  r ight  f rom George Mason Dr ive,  you s tar t  in to  Barcro f t ,

d o n f t  y o u ?  Y o u  g o  u p  t h e  h i l l - -

N  Y e s .

I  t r p  t a  S t .  T h o i n a s  S t r e e t ,  d o w n  t h e  T h s m a s  S t r e e t  h i l l - - d o w n

C,c iu r r ' r , ia  P i l le  a  L  T i - i c i r .as  S t ree t - -and then t i ra t  s i ropp ing  center  on  t i re  sout t r

s ic i  e ,  wher e Fla zor t  s--

+*--nr€13..:-

I  Furn i tu re  S tore  is - -now tha t rs  been there- -now tha t  shopp ing
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[260] centerfa ( l l t t le Ehopplng ar@)--has been there about as long as Barcroft .

N I t  vas about the ear ly r40ts,  probably.

I Llh-huh. Nob' the ne:ct thing dst*'n ls I pauseJ what you knsu' as the

mtl l  and what I  remeoaber as the l"cehousel the ui l l  became the--

N Rtght. The f oundation of the old nil.l €.{ra€.cciC) ls etill

under  the icehouse.

_ 1),rl'f cc.r rcc'fi jf 15
I ^.Iinder the lc ehciusie.

N Yes.  Of  course,  at  that  t ime,  too,  Col t rnbi .a  Pike nade another  S-

curve there.  I t  crossed the ra i l road t rack (which 16 not  ther€ any rnore) ,

Just  beyond i rhere the shopping center  $ i th  l lazor  t  s  ls1 l t  crossed the ra l l -

road t rack and bore to the le f t  ( for  some extent)  and uent  aror .grd the f ront

of the 8i11, wh:ich (1 suppose) would be the front of the i c ehous e;its-*::*!f

Ccn, t  ls . r , ;  h t roElc.  [ur l : - *^r  r  i t . . r -+.  
'  '  

'

But  there was an S-curve there--going a l l  t .he way around and then

ending w at  the top of  the h i l l .

I  {Jh.-{art 'h. Now lrm st i l l  on the south side. I fm trying to recon-

s t ruc t  i t  as  we  go  a long  (be tween  us ) .  f i re re  a re  a  who le  g roup  o f  apar t -  '

men ts ,  i nc lud ing  F reder i ck  Cour ts - -

N Nq'  Ehat place wher e Fr eder ick Cour ts is-- is the ar ea wher e Bob

Ma-v l ivecl--

r Ih,:

l i  Whren  he  cu t  and  so ld  wood .  Tha t  house  was  way  back  u r ,o r i  t t re

t r i l l s i d e : ,  o E  C o l u : r b  i a  P i k e .  b u t  a l o n g  F r e d e r  i - c k  S t r e e t * -

I  Uh- t ruh .  Then Fred er  i ck  Cw. i i  L  ,  and then ma) 'be  some mor  e  apar  lments ;
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' ,.'.,', ':

[291]  and therers a 8a6 stat . lon--  ' : . .

' N l{e11, 4lrreJe-rtr${-there rra3 a nuraery there, Just beyonal

he l' lays I place, that was orrned by the Golns fanilyy

I  A cht ld-care c  enter  ?

N No,  no--p lanEs.

I That kind of nuraery.

N ltlat ktnd of nursery--G-O-I-N-S.,

I  S\  l r rh .

N And be1 'q1n6 tha t  l i ved  a  Payne fami ly ,  vh lch  la te r - -a  fa rn i l l ' o f - *

p a r t  o f  t h e  B a i l e y s .

- ', --r-.r-

.tfrrec+*
. - n '

l lhere did--wtnt is nsr^'  where the--?

N [Uninte l l ig ib le]  about  to  the Fai r fax Counry,  I ine.

I htrere is the Fairfax County l ine? Beyond Carl ln Springs Road,

i sn  I  t  i t ?

N  J u s t  b e v o n d .  ,

1  Jus t  beyond  Car l i n  Spr ings  Road .  l Je l l ,

therers another  l i t t le  shopping area (shopping center)  where--

-&_.6rklme**a*+__ 
d J:.f ,i,...

i €
r  *  {  nerets a }{on, and Pop, Restauran$-@t&icrr+.Jee$nm,nt--

,  l i  t )n  the  south  s ide

I  0 n  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e

N ! ie11,  tha t  j -s  where  the  Go ins  Nursery  \das .
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[315] r  That rs where the Golrrs Nursery used to be.

N  yes .

r  Then there f  s  a masstve h igh-r ise couplex,  s t l . l l  on the 6outh sLde,

N That fs  where the Payne fani ly- - la ter  the Bat ley fant ly- -

{frrrrlrf

r  r t rs  Just  that  hte are ta lk ing about- -people had enough acreage of
rand rha tk{104\ i t,vr.s g .l rti ne {e lr,.{ .o,to.*t

*_+*q-

I T@-een-*ou^e^r a coupl e of bl oc ks .

-tmr;

l ' Ie l l ,  i f  you would,  le t  rs  t ry{perrse}  co lumbia p ike,  nor th s ide,

f rom George Mason Dr j -ve.  on the nor th s l , fe  of  co lumbia p iker  ssY,  to  the

east  is  the Ar l ington Trust  Companv in . ra smal1 shopping area there.

N Okay.

I Okryt 
*

N And you are going west?

r  t r l  wan ted  to  go  wes t .  you  s ta r .  go ing  up  to - -

. l {  t '1 l  r . *ght i  go cp, , -

I  Grand Union.

N Noth ing at  the bot tom of  the h i l l  .  That  was r ,u 'here Doctor  rs  Run

went  th roug i i ;  a t  t t re  bc t ton  o f  the  h i l l  t he re  ! ' a$  the  e , ig "  o f  Barc ro f  t .

..P.rr*eel$

one fa,,il] ' that r,ived arong there at the bottotn of the hilr--r

donr t  loow the nane of  the srreet  no\^ ,  but  i l rs  bacf t  o f  where the bank is
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'' 
t3411 (the street east of the banh)--a fently narned Plper had damed up Doctorrs

Run and bullt a 1ake, uhich beceoe a wonderful ssr{nnl1g pool for [pause]

nelghbors--only lf you uere lnvited though.

Then going up Colunbla Plke' goLng up the hl lL from that poLnt,,

there were no houses and a l l t t le woods on the ht l lstde (where the shopplng

G^tA t ttJ

A
ffi

N f *d/ r1 i .  used to cut  through that  l i t t le  woods,  going home--rather

than walk ing on Columbia Pike,  which was hot  and dusty in  the suumer.  At

t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  h i l l  ( o . r  t h e  r i g h t ,  g o i n g  w e s t ) - -

I l lrtrere] &'akefield Towers is noh'.

N I havenrt c(ne to llakef ield Tow,er s yet, but at the top of the hill

l .

I l ived the Pepper family. And across frou then (where llakefield Tolrers ls)
I
I
I  l i ved  Ashton  Jones  [pause] ,  the  on ly  house ln  t tB t  b lock .

.  Then hal fway down the ne:{ t  h i l l  [pause] l ived the Head farni ly,  in

w h a t  h a d  o r i g i n a t l y  b e e n  a n "  , e h r e l l  C o r b e t t - - I  m e a n  t h e  S .  P .  W r i g h t  p l a c e ,

t h a t  w a s  s p o k e n  r r f  a s  " a  c o t L a g e  j u s t  e a s t  o f  t h e  l a k e "  o n  C e d a r  S t r e e t .

T h i s  w a s  t h e  H e a d  h o u s e - - 1 a t e r .

Nex t  to  tha t  was  the  W.  W.  Wr igh t  home,  wh ich  had been cmed by  a

Judge Pelhan, f r r :m Alab,ama--P-E-L-H-A-l i - -arrd i t  r ras he rsho had named i t

" l i . i  I  es  / , . - , .  F . . '  .  r '  r t ; .p i r  c : ,1 ly  ,  he  \ r '3s  connectec l  w i th  i i re  jud  ic ia r i  i : ,  h 'ash ing tcn

a n d  h a d  c o n c  l i . e l , :  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s € .

-dlBr*-l : .

f ' l r e n  i l c r o s s  t t r e  s t r e e t  ( o r  r o a d )  f  r o r n  t h a t ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  B u c h a n a n
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Street ,  there nas a s t retch of  open f te ld ,  whlch nas the lower end of  by

uncle Fredfs proper ty- -he l tved at  the top of  the h111.  And that  f te ld  uas

his cor^' f ield .

\ \

helper -nan

and he was

I

N

car r iage

ra i l road  t rack - -

I  Pause .  ]
" n '

And across  the  ra i l road therd  Las  a

used fo r  a  t j roe  by  the  bu i lder  who was brought

crof  t .  I le used that '  to house the men that he

n€rme was Perrow (P-E-R-R-o-w):  That bui ld ing

s tore ,  by  a  man named C leve land.

I  What k ind of  store did ! t r .  Cleveland

N  A  g r o e e r y  s t o r e .

Next  to  that  was a l i t t le  carr l -age house,  where the t f - r r t l  r r r r .

l ived; and he ls spoken of ln other records as "Old Tom Foley, rt

the del ivery boy f or the l l ,ar lngs, who had--

The genera l  s tore?

T h e  g r o c e r y  s t o r e  r i g h t  n e x t  d o o r .

house ,  ; rnd  Ton  Fo lev  l i ved  in  tha t .

So that not 'r  vou are down as far as

T h e l ' a l s o  o w n e d  t h i s  l i t t l e

the s tore,  which was a long the

lorrg, lor* '  bui ldirg, that was

i r r  to  bui lc i  houses in  Bar-

brought  to  help h im;  and h is

was a lso la ter  used for  a

run?

J3nnlrf

Bevond tha t
I

the  o ld  s t rop  was to rn

A n d  a c r o s s

rn i l l  ,  wh i  ch had be en

,  B t  one .  t ime ,  the re  L 'as  a  sna l1  t r l acksn i th  shc ,p - -a f  te r

down.  Bu t  i t  was  on ly  the re  f  o r  a  few years . .

the creek f rom that  (across the br idge)  was the b ig o ld

bu iL t  o r ig ina l l y  by  George  Wash ing ton  Parke  Cus t i s .
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art$ hras des rroyed durlng the Civi l  War .

I  You  a re  ca l l l ng  th l s  I ' no r th  o f  Co lu rnb l -a  P ike r t ' because  a t  tha t

t ime the S-curve d ld make i t  nor th? Uhrfrh.

t*m}

hF-

YJ S,
N lriext to

^

I  G o i n g  u p

li Go ing up

road goes  th rough

&-.....{J}*tr.

Bt i l
JL A11 th .e  houses  were  to rn  dou-n  to  bu i ld  the  present  road go ing

4 , , -

[ u n i n t e l l i g i b l e ] ;  b u t  t h e r e  w e r e  a t  l e a s ' t  t h r e e  v e r y  l a r g e  h o u s e s  t h e r e .

O n e  w a s  t h e  m i l l e r  r s  h c ' u s e  ( n e : i t  t o  t h e  n i l l ) ,  o c c u p i - e d  a t  v a r i . o u s  t i m e s  b y

farni l ies.  of  d i f ferent nanies--a man rra-med Noland was the f i rst  one there

(about  188: t '  accord ing  to  an"  
tn r " to r ians) ;  

and i t  was  he  who f  i rs t  L ived  in

the  house ca l led  'H i1es  Ar^ 'a ) ' t ' - - tha t  was  h is  home.  But  he  was the  n i l le r ,

a n d  h e  d i d  l i v e  n e x t  d o o r  t o  t h e  m i l 1  f o r  a  w h i l e .

l lp  above h is  t rouse l i ved  the  Payne fan i l y  and the  Barcro f t  fami ly - -

D r .  B a r c r o f t ,  w h o  h a d  b o u g h t  t h e  a r e a  t h e r e  a n d  r e b u i l t  t h e  m i l l  a f t e r  t h e .

C j i ' i 1 * ' , " ' .

I E n d  o f  T a p e r  ] ,  - s i d e  2 . 1

l l p  a b o v e  w i i e r e  t h e  B a r c r o f  t  h o u s €  w a s - * i t  w a s

tr t  on a h:111 t t rat  was then higher 
/u ' i l . re 

the shopping

{ ' " , ( ' \ '1  iu ' . ' i , , ' (  i t , , i { i ,  TL. ,^ ,  tv - { r r
I \

tha t - -

the  h i l l  nc ) t i .

t h e  h j l l  L ' a s  t h e  s - c u r v e l  a n d  t h i s  w o u l d  b e  w h e r e  t h e

nO\A- .

i
I. !
I

I

\ \

e 1 ^ f  
N ' "  e i l : r ' t  - -

f  i i i  t
cenr .rn t=l 

) 
Ti*r-as
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10051 ell ir,ir+ down when they built the new road.

. The Bridgea fanlly at one

tlne llved on toP of the hill ' approxlnately nhere l{agnolla Gardens Ls; and

Just beyond that llved a famlly naned Burke. He had been one of Mosbyrs men.

And that area later becqne the farn of the--I belleve their naDe was

Ka ldenbac k--fanily; ai'rd ttnt ran approxlmately to the Fairfax County line

on tha t s ide.

Dr.  Barcrof t  (and a lso l , I r .  Burke)  opened up a quarry ,  on the back

of  the i r  p laces (up ln  there) ;  and many of  the rocks f ro lo that  quarry  were

used when the n i l l  was rebui l t - -and a lso used for  other  s t ructures that  vere

g o i n B  u p  a l o n g  t h e  a r e a .

I  They  nus t  have had- -a l l  tha t  i t  took- - ,vou  knou,  man)  o f  the

rr ,atural  t t r ings that i t  took to I i ' ' , re t f rere:  the.vrd have a quarry to bui ld

w i th ;  cer  ta in ly  ,  c lay  to  make br  i ck  w i th  j  ( r  y  ,  had .e -  -

N l le l l  ,  I  donr t  th ink  they  made the i r  own br icks  there .
\

I No , bu t they d id have the wher ern':[ thal . Look a t my gard en .
r \

N {tter-+fe tfre east end of Colmlbia pikqt!
J

F--{lh-{.r.rr{r"

4ft The Wes t. f amily had a very large br i clnard d€r.* ther e f or 1lany

v e a r s ,  a n c l  m u c h  o f  t h e  b r i c k  o f  t h e  a r e a  h e r e  c a m e  f r o m  t h a t - - t h o s e  b r i c k

k i l n s

I  U h - h u h .  W e l l  ,  t h a t  s o u n d s  v e r y  g o o d .  Y o u f  v e  g i v e n  m e  B a r c r o f  t

p r e t t 1 ' w e . l 1 . I t m u s t h a v e b e e n a n i c e p 1 a c e t o 1 i v e , @ .

ir..pt',s'L r
I i  l t  was ,  I t+es , .  I t  was  a  wonder f  u1  p lace  to  g ro \ . '  i rn - -a  f  r iend ly

)  

'  -  
o '  j
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[ 0 3 2  ]  p l a c  e .

I  - -Fhh , .  A r l l ng ton fs  n lce  today .

N  Y e s ,  t . t  i s  .

I  Thank  You '  
f t  c  : l

N  r t  i s  s t i l l  a  n l ce  pLace .  you  a re /we lcome.

[ 0 3 4  ]  l U r t a  o f  T a p e  2 ,  S i d e  1 .  ]


