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BARCROFT COI'MUNITY HOUSE
8OO SOUTH BUCHAI{AN STREET

Spring of  1989

The Arl ington Count,y Board granted this
Histor ic  Dis t r ic t  des ignat ior  in  1983.
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BARCROFT SCHOOL AND C}VIC LEAGUE

NEIGHBORHOOD MAP

This map r,ras used t,o identify routes when the NEIilSLETTER
was hand dejlivered to each horpehold in the area. The map
bras provided by Al Copeland, Clvil Engineer, and President
of BSCL at the time.

a '

l

)

.Ul
\
G

trr
v !
oq
e

(9o sra.*,
Alftne ,/ ..,
?meut*ts1

S T R S E T

F
lrl
lrl
c
F

ur
(!.
tr
o
UJ
g

I tr STReET .3.

ta ap0. S.



A BRIEF HISTORY OF TTIE BARCROFT COMMTJNITY

The Barcroft community, Located on htgh ground borderLng

Four-Mi1e-Run,  t races l ts  ear l iesc existence to the t ime of

George Washington,  who may have bui l t  a  mi l1 here.  George

Wsshlngton Parke Cust ls  and CusEis Lee each bui l t  mi lLs 1ater

ln  the  v lc ln i ty .  Cus t is I  m i lL  was des t royed dur ing  the  C iv i l

War .  A f te r  the  war ,  Dr . .John Wolver ton  Barcro fE,  who had had a

mtl1 about 5 miles further west on Columbta Pike which lras also

destroyed in the l tar ,  bought the s i te and rebutl t  the mil t  on the

foundat lon of  Cust is t  mi l l .  He bui l t  h is  home on the h i lL

above, and after 1885 the mil l  was knor" 'n as Barcroft I .{1L1 . I t

had prevlously been known es the Arl inqton l , t i lL, and the area

as  Ar lLngton  He igh ts .  Dr .  Barero f t  t  s  
'm i l l  

l s  sa  id  to  have

had the  la rges t  m111 whe l l  on  the  eas t  eoas t .  The mi l l raee

l tas near ly  a ml le long and a lmost  8 feet  wide.

About  1850,  a  s lng le -Eraek  ra iL road was bu i l t  a long Four

Mlle Run. The ra l . l road ran from ALexandria to BLuemont. A

sta t ion l tas located a t  Columbia Pike .  Besides passengers and

gra in f or the mLll , lt ha uled rna ny a nima 1s to hol.d lng pens

at ColumbLa Ptke. TtE animals were then driven on foof down

Columbla Plke to an abattoLr near the present Pentagon Annex.

Thts ontLnued untLl 1905 when a nelr ral lroad spur vras butl t

c loser to the rLver.



closer to the river. The railroad ended operations in August 1968, and
since L979, the right-of-way has been part of the Waghington and Old
Donini.on Trai1.

. Also ln the area prior to 1903 were a 162-acre farnr called CEDAR
HILL owned by Frank Corbett and, to the north, land owned by the heirs
of James T. 8a11. fn 1893' part of this land was sold to Charles and
Lisetta Kolb, who built a home called (cont. on next page )

?aat A t, (tlo".rl m 
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"woodmeade."  rn Lggz,  corbeal l -* r ,ose land ran a long Four MiLe

Run and Columbia Plke,  subdiv ided Ehe part  of  h is  land along the

Plke near the ra i l road stat ion.  He named the subdiv is ion

t tCorbet t f  r  and p lanned 4  nor th -south  s  t ree ts  and one eas t -w€st

s t ree t  on  the  land ebove the  s ta t ion .

Frank Corbet t  I  s  esEaEe was sold to t " t rs .  Abble G. Fox Ln 1903,

and that  marked the real  beginninqs oF the eommuni ty kncmn

es Barero f t .  The v t l lage  o f  CorbetE was r€ -subd lv tded,  ded ica ted

and renamed Barcro f t .  The deed was reeorded Apr t l  22 ,  1904.

I t  now had 4  eas t -w€st  s t ree ts  and 2  nor th -souEh s t ree ts .  These

were  the  p resen t  s .  9 th  s t . ,  s .  g th  Rd . ,  s .  g th  s t . ,  s ,  7 ths t .

a nd Bucha na n a nd wa kef ield . A ttbuild ing boomtt bega n in

Ba rcrof t  ,  which unt i l  Ehen ha d a bout 
. ,6..ho*"r ,  

the mi1L , a

grocery  and the  s ta t ion .

For about  6 months ln 1903,  O.  Edward Har ing,  sn of  the

oltner of the grocery s tore a nd nephew of S idne y T . Ma rye ,

another ear ly  res ident ,  publ ished t t t  forEnight ly  Barcrof t

News.  Stephen P.  Wrlght ,  son ln law of  Mrs.  Fox amd developer

of Ba rcrof t , a dvert ised ttovrn your ovrn homett amd ttBa rcroft lots --

100 x 250 feet-- l lberal terms." The paper publ ished news of

the bustl lng 1lt t le communlty--rnEtEria ges , blrths , dea ths, travels

and compla tnts about the lrregular a ncl erra t le tra in service.

EdttorLals exPressed the hope chat the newLy-elected Conrnornrealths

Attorney and Shert f f  Wt l l lam Palmer,  a Barcrofc resLdent ,  would

1€ad a reform so ttAlexandrLa County and debauchery wtl l  no



Longer be cons lclered s ynonym;: t erms . "

By L907,  there were n ine sma1l  chi ldren in the communtty

ready  fo r  schoo l .  O lder  ch i ld ren  cook  the  Era in  to  Wash lng ton

(a  t r ip  o f  over  an  hour )  o r  wa lked to  escab l ished schooLs a t

Columbia (near I{a lter Reed Dr . and Columbia Pike) or Glen

Carlyn . Ea ch l ta s over a mile awa y, Eoo f ar f  or chi ldren under

7 to walk, and the route Eo Glen Carlyn involved walking on

the raLl road . t racks I  Stephen Wright ,  president  of  "The

Cl t l zens t  AssocLat lon  o f  Barc ro f t t t  and oEher  c i t i zens  pe t i t loned

the School  Board to establ lsh a sehool  in  Barcrof t .  The School

Boa rd dee l lned , e Lt lng tta ea ps ble tea ch er a t  GLen Carlyn. t t  The

c l t l zens  pro tes ted  and the  Board  reeons idered.  By  Novemb€r ,  1907,

Mrs.  Amy FaLrfax was contracted as teaeh,er  for  n lne sehool  aged a

a nd one tta lmos ttt school a g,ed chilrtren . A r oom in her house vra s

the sehoolroom. She recelved $fO rent per month fot '  the room

and $ZS per month for  serv ing as Eeacher ancl  . jani tor .

In  Mayr .1908,  two lo ts  were  purchased by  Ehe Trus tees  o f  the

Method is t Episcopa 1 Church of Barcrof t , a nd during Eha t surmer

church members bullt a or€-room frame chapel, noei the Community

House . DIrs . Fa Lrfax wa s una ble Eo tea ch or provide room f or the

school  ln  the fa l l  o f  1908,  so in October the School  Board

approved an offer from Sidney

Episcopal  Church at  Barcrof t ,

per monEh.

Marye,  Secretary of  the l tethodist

renE the bui ld ing for  $10.00

The school rema tned ln this bui ldlng unti l  the new brlck

sehool opendit ln la25 . A seeond .sma 11 room wa s added tn 1913 ,

and frqn then on trto tea ehers rro1'p emploVed . In Lcf 08 , dr e

T .

to
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ttCitizens Association of Barcrof t tt became the "Barcrof t School and

Civic League,tt which rf,as incorporated in Virginia in IgI4. 0n August ZLrLg:. 4,
the Cchool and Civic League bought the building from t,he trustees of the
church. In 1983, the Comnuni.ty House was recognized by the Arlington

Historical commission as an historicar district.

In L9L4, electrici.ty came to Barcroft on the impetus of plr. Walter

Handy. He recruited more than the necessary LZ customers for a hookup,
and then wired the houses hinself. fn L9I7, telephone party lines were

installed. Volunteer fire departments hrere organized in the county

about L9ZL, but this did not prevent many tragic fires, some of lhem
caused by sparks from the steam trains. In L926, the mill burned down.

fn 1919, Robert May, who l ived near the school, started a busroute
serving Barcroft,  Alcova Heights and other communit ies along the Pike.
He had two buses, actually converted trucks, and he drove one while his
wife drove the other. Ttris service made commut,ing to washington much
easier for employees and school children, and encouraged the growth of
Barcrof t,. 

r.
Walter 0tHara began building homes in North 

"barcroft 
subdivision

about 1918, and bul l t  several hundred al l  together. Barcroft has
contlnued to grow over the years until most available land has been
builton- The school, whose dist,rict expanded to include more than the
neighborhood, was enlarged in L943, L946, 1953 and lg7s. By 1950,
most of the large homesteads had been developed for housing. Some areas
withln Barcroft were Barcroft,  North Barcroft,  Paynetts Addit ion, George
Mason Terrace and ttRestabj.tr?. New housing in recent, years has been
nai-nly apartments and townhouses on the edges of the cornmunity. Ttre
completion of George Mason Drive from Arlingt,on Boulevard to Colunbia
Pike in early I'960ts rnade Barcroft even more accessible to hlashington
and the rest of Arli.ngton.

Jayne McQuade
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TRANSPORTATION

RATLROAD

To the north of present day Columbia Pike and beside the then Id.0.D.

Railroad track of the Southern Railroad stood a station building listed on
its schedule as CORBETT. After the resubdivision in 1903 rhe name of the
stop becbme known as BARCRoFT. ft was ca11ed ARLINGTON STATION on rhe 1g92
plat  o f  Corbet t .

Early residents rode the train daily to and from work in t,he District
of Columbia. Students attending hieh school rode the train from Columbia
to D.C- because there waS no hfgh school in Arlington until Washingt,on-Lee
Hieh School was bui l t .

Previously to this, Civi l  War troops may have used this location to
reach Fort Berry, Ft. Barnard, and Ft. Richardson south of Columbia pi.ke.

During its final days, the Barcroft Rallway Station served as a storage
place for Civi l  Defense. Permit #8574 was i .ssued Apri l  1, Lg74 to
deruolish the Freight Stati.on ar 4gzs columbia pike. 1

BUS

Robert L. May, a Barcroft resident residlng et what Le non known as
8o5 s. Buchanan street, started the first bus siervlce on colunbia pike in 1919,
enabling the people of Barcroft to shop and connunicate vilh persons of
other villages developlng along colunbla Turnpike such as wesimont and colunbia.
Dr. Henry corbett, M.D. lived at I'lestEont, rf the Haring store rras oot of .r,
i.te[ Lhe store at westnont night have a supply. students attending sirth,
seventh, or eighth grades ar corunlia school courd continue to ,atf fio.
Barcroft or ride Mayrs bus fot 5t.z

rt is uncertain if the first bus uas a truck on nhrch Mr. lday bullt two
long wooden benches. Passengers ascended and deecended ry 

"t"p"'uuiit "tthe rear and they sat facing each other. A tarp overhead was raised or lowered
to protect passengers fron the ueather. He added a eecond bus by popular
denand. This uae driven by Mrq. r{ay. Evening runs to D.c. for errieitarnnent
could be arranged by request---J rtrls enterprise was the beginning of the e.s.aw.bue llne that served noat of Northern Virginia.

_ Today" Barcroft is served by Metro bus 16A, l6D, and l6E on ColunbiaPike, destinatlon Annandale. Duilng ueek day rush tro,rrs, lteiro tr"-Gw
lncludes a loop fron the plke into ihe resldentlal .r." 6ouod ty-i"yior, +arr,and lfakefield srreets. Buses 22A and 228 operare berrdeen srririi"gtii-.ra
I'lalker Chapel through Barcroft on South George llason Drlve.

1 Community Planni,ng, Housi.ng and Developnent, Arlington
County Courthouse

2 Ritchie, Mildred Handy. t tBarcroft,  Arl ington County, Virginia
A vilLage Meramorphosis" Arlingion Historica!
Masazi,ne, Ocrober 1980 voffi7 pF6--

3 Interview: Elizabeth l,lright Strother
Adaline Marye Robertson
Sallie Wright Simmons



Robert  L .  May house as i t  appeared in  1989 before
being town down and replaced by two ne',r homes. He and his
wi fe operated. the or ig inal  bus serv icen, f rom th is  res idence-
805 South Buchanan Street .  :



809 South809 South Buchanan Street,

This pi-cture of t ,he Robey house was taken in 1989. rr
was a favorj-te after school place for chi ldren to gather
and purchase ice cream, candy,  and sof t  dr lnks f rom the
smal1 store located in Lhe front part.  The Robeys had
Lwo sons,  Robert  and Henry

Later ,  the Sol lenbergers bought  the res idence.  I t  is
now owned by Rose Milburn and l ived in by her family.



OSCAR HARINGIS STORE

The Store was located on the east side of the railroad
tracks alrd the north side of Columbia pike.

oscar Haring, born about 1857, was from Hunters MilL,
Virginia. He married Ida Doremus. To determine when hec
arrived in Barcroft, 

'their 
son, oscar Edward Haring lras

born Apri l  19, 1887, the Bible records show he lvas born
in Barcroft , so it was some' tirne prior to that. Though
I do not know when the store was buiLt, there is a possi-
bi l i ty that t{r,  Haring bui l t  i t .

The Harings lived in the same building as the store.
Some distance from the store on Columbia Pike there was a
stable, in it were kept 2 wagon0, 2 horses and a fringed
top buggy.

The store was heated by a pot bellied stove. Early morning
deliveries of bread were stored in a large wooden bread
container on the porch. A hitchinq post rdas located in
front of the store. Food items were sold in the old fash-
ioned rday. The Barcroft Post of f ic5 \das located in a
corner of the store with Virginia Doremus as postmistress.

There was a large storage building some distance back from
the store where €rmong other things, the Barcroft News print-
ing press was located and where Tom Fo1ey had his quarters.

Tom Foley was the delivery boy for the Barcroft store. Mr.
Haring took him from an orphanage when he was about 14 years
old, he lived with the Haring farnily until the store was
sold. Tom was well known throughout Barcroft as he con-
tinued to show up in later years r
#.

Mr. Haring sold the store about 1910.



O S C A R  H A R I N G ' S  S T O R E

The Store stood on the east side of the rai lroad tracks and
the north side of Columbia pike,

Oscar Haring, born about 1857, nras from Hunters Mi1I, Virginia.
He married lda Doremus. To determine when he arrived in 

-

Barcroft their son, Oscar Ed$rard Haring was born Apri l  19, Igg?,
the Bibl6Tecords show he was born in Barirof t, so it was some
time prior to that. Though I do not know when the store was bui1t,
there is a possibi l i ty that Mr. Haring bui l t  i t .  He was of medium
height and wore a bushy mustache.

There were 3 Doremus sisters from Hunter's MilI who later rnoved
to Barcroft:

Ida Doremus married Oscar Harinq
Annie Doremus married Sydney uaiye
Virginia Doremus ma*ied George pepper

The Harings lived in the same buililing as the store. Sone dis-
tance from the store on Columbia pike there was a stable, in i t
w5&Bi kept 2 wagons, 2 horses and a fringed top buggy.

The store was heated by a pot bel l ied stove. EarLy morning
deliveries of bread were stored in ^_.Iarge rrrooden bread con-
tainer on the porch. A hitching post was located in front of
the store. Food itens were solcl in the old fashioned r,ray,
weighed by sca1e, coffee ground while you wait,  cheese Uy tfre
wedge and candy by the penny. The Barcroft post Off ice was located
in a corner of the store vri th Virginia Doremus as postmistress.
On the property were many fruit trees and a grape arbor.

A large storage building eras located some distance back from the
store where .among other things, the Barcroft Nebrs printing
press nas located and where Ton Foley had his quarters.

Tom Foley r4ras the delivery boy for the Barcroft store, Ur. Haring
took -hitn from an orphanage when he was about 14 years old, he
lived ldith the Haring family until the store r.ras sold. Tom was
well known throughout Balcroft as he continued to show up in later
years, o€!.en unde- the 'nf tuE-r€€-od--+r€€,hot

Oscar. Edrdard Haring, the son, moved to portland, Oregon about 1910
and his parents fol lowed short ly after.

Mr. oscar Haring died Dec. 24, !924 in Arl ington.



OSCAR HARINGIS STORE

The Store was located on the east side of the railroad tracks and
the north side of Columbia Pike.

0scar Haring nas from Huntdrs Mi1l, Virgi-nia and moved to George-
town. 0n May 4,1885, he purchased land ln Barcroft from Frank and
Caroline Corbett. He married Ida Doremus. Their son, Oscar Edward Haring
was born Apri l  19, 1887. The Bible records show he was born in
Barcroft, so the store was built prior to that. Though I do not, know
when the store was built, there is a possibility thaL Mr. Hari.ng built it.

Ttre Harings lived in the same building as the store. Some distance
from the store on Columbia Pike there was a stable; in it, were kept
2 wagons, 2 horses,and a fr inged top buggy.

Ttre store was heated by a pot bellied stove. Early morning deliverj.es
of bread were stored in a large wooden bread container on the porch. A
hitching post was located i.n front of the store. Food items were sold in
the old fashloned way. The Barcroft Post Office was located j-n a corner
of the store with Virginia Doremus as Postmistress.

There was a large storage building some distance back from the store
where among other things, the Barcroft, News pri.nting press was located and
where Tom Foley had his quarters. {

Tom Foley was the delivery boy for the Barcroft store. Mr. Haring
took him from an orphangae when he was about L4 years old, he lived with
the Haring family unt,il the store was sold. Tom was r+ell known throughout
Barcroft as he continued to show up in later years.

Mr.  Har ing sold the store about  1910.

-Adaline Marye Robertson



PARK

The Map of Corbett, Alexgndria, Virginia dated LBgz land the
Subdivision of Barcroft 1903 z show a park on the northuest corner of
todayrs Buchanan Street and Columbia Pike. This land marked PARK
was owned by Frederick Handy. Residents of that time referred to it
as fiIE GR0VE because of the many lovely trees. A snall portion of
this land up hill and close to the Handy house was a pasture for
their 2 or 3 corf,s and the family garden. Neighborhood children
played in the shade of the trees. Families picniced in the area
and held fund raisers for comnunlty projects. 0ften colorful
Japanese lanterns were hung in the trees for a festive atmosphere. 3

I Deed Book N-4 p.488 Alexandria County, Clerk t s
Office, Arllngton County Courthouse

2 Deed Book 100 p.53 Alexandria County, Clerkrs
Offlce, Arlington County Courthouse

3 Interview: Elizabeth Wright Strother
Sallie Wright Sirmons: 

'

Adaline Maqle Robertson



I]AItCROtIT COI'ITII]RCIAL AIiEA

' f h e  
b t r s i n e s s  d i s c r l c E  o n  r h e  n o r c h  s i d e  o f  C o l u r n b i a  P i k e  b e L l e e n

l ' - o u r  l l i l e  R u n  a n d  G e o r g e  N a s o n  D r i v e  i s  8 , e n e r a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e
s o u t h e r n  b o u n d r y  o f  B A R C R O t ' - T  f o r  c l v i c  a s s o c i a c i o n  p u r p o s e s .

BARCROI"T SHOPPING CENTER 4801 482L South Columbia Pikel
r , / a s  b u i l t  a n d  o w n e d  b y  B a r c r o f E  S h o p p i n g .  C e n t e r  I n c . ,  W a l t e r  V o n  H e r b u l i s ,
P r e s i d e n t ,  i o  N o v e m b e r  L 9 4 9 . /  I t  r e p l a c e d  t h e  H a r i n g  G e n e r a l  S t o r e  a n d
a  s m a . L l  o p e n  a r e a  k n o w n  a s  P a r k  B a r c r o f t .  C a l v i n  J a m e s  A r n e t t  a n d  h i s
r v i f e ; P a u l i n e  B e t t y  A r n e t t ,  p u r c h a s e d  t h e . s h o p p i - n g  c e n t e r  a n d  a d j a c e n t
l a n d  o n  I I a y  2 9 , 1 9 5 0 . 3

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  m a n y  t e n a n t s .  I n  a d d i t i - o n  t o  t h e  l { a i r l o o m  a n d
G e o r g e ' s  f n n  c h a c  t , o d a y a d d  s t a b i l i u y  a n d  l o n g e v i t y ,  E h e  C e n t e r  i s
o c c u p i e d  b y  C a r p e t  C l e a r a n c e  C e n t e r ,  A s i a n  G r o c e r y  l v l a r k e t ,  T h e  P a s t r y
C o n n e c E i o n  B a k e r y  a n d  R e s t u a r a n t  s e r v i n g  F r e n c h  a n d  V i e E n a n e s e  f o o d ,
B e t t y  B r i g h t  C l e a n e r s ,  H . K . H  J e w e l r y ,  a n d  P L z z a  H u t  D e l i v e r y . r  F o r m e r
s h o p s  i n c l u d e  B a r c r o f t  H a r d w a r e ,  A c m e  F o o d s ,  H i g h ' s  I n c . ,  F i r o o z  T V ,
A r i s c o  C l e a n e r s ,  O u r  T o w n  R e a l t y ,  T h a i  O r i e n t a l  l v l a r k e t ,  a  D e l i ,  a n d  a
S e a f o o d  H o u s e

1  Rea l  Es ta te  Da ta ,  Inc .  1987
2  Zon ing  0 f  f  i ce ,  A r l i ng t .on  Coun ty
3  D e e d  B o o k  9 3 3  p .  4 2 6  C l e r k ' s  O f f i c e ,  A r l i n g t o n  C o u n r y

GEORGE'S  INN

0n Ju ly  10 ,1970 ,  George  lu la l l os  opened  Georgds
Inn serv j -ng steak and seaf  ood.  The t rophies on
d isp lay  a t tes t  to  h i s  suppor t  o f  l oca l  ach le t i cs .
A1 Smith,  a  regular  customer retouched a wal l
pa int , ing in  the d in ing area.  He a lso painted f  rom
a pho t ,og raph ,a  p ic tu re  o f  uhe  Greek  f s land  o f
Cornos2  George ts  boyhood  home.  A t  p resen t ,
George ts  Inn  has  been  in  bus iness  a t  the  same
locaE ion  Ehe  longes t  o f  any  in  the  shopp ing
c e n t e r .

In terv iew:  George lu la l los

BARBER SHOP

The Count ,y  set  of f  a  furor  in  the shopping
center  Ehe day iE not i f ied Paur  he must  Eurn of f
h i s  e lec t r i . c  red  and  wh ice  barber  shop  s ign .  An
ord inance  p roh ib l t s  mov ing  s igns .  Th is  s lgn  was
a  handsome an t l c lue ,  once  un ive rsa l l y  used  to
idenE i fy  E ,he  se rv ice  per fo rmed w i th in .  l n /hen
a c E i v a E e d ,  t h e  r e d  a n d  w h i t e  s t r i p e s  s w i r l e d
v e r t i c a l l y  i n  a  d e l i g h t , f  u l  p a I  E e r n .

I n r e r v i e r v :  P h y l l i s  K i n s e y
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I]AITCROFT HARDIdARI

Sanr  Per ry  and  h is  b ro rher  opened  Barc ro f  E  l l a rd rva re ,  a
f r lend ly  fam11y  s to re  se l l i ng  qua l i r y  merchand ise  and  g iv ing
exper t  adv ice  on  how Eo  do- i t - yourse l f  i f  you  have  Eo .  I , , l hen
S a m t s  b r o t h e r  1 e f  t ,  S a m t s  w i f  e ,  t t l t l r s .  S a m t t ,  f  i l l e d  i n  a n d  h e
h i red  ne ighborhood  boys  to  work  a fce r  schoo l  and  SaEurdays .
Fl r .  Perry  passed ahray in  L978.

Frank Bonevicz purchased the business and reopened
Barcrof t  Hardware January L,1979.  Frank and h is  son cont inued
uhe same f r iendly ,  he lpfu l  serv ice.  Reci red gent lemen and men
on thei . r  days of f  gathered ro 'chat  and swap hunt lng and f ish-
ing scor ies.  Ofuen they chimed in  wi th suggest ions on how-co-
f ix- i t  and added encouragemenE to the unin j - t ia ted customer go
t ry  " i f  you  have  a  p rob lem,  ca l l  and  r ' 11  s top  by" .  r t  v /as
a sad day in  Ju ly  1986 when t ,he doors c losed for  the f ina l  t ime

In te rv ie rv  Frank  Bonev icz
P h y l l i s  K i n s e y
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ROY ROGERS

As t 'he role of htomen changed during and especlal ly af ter World War f f  ,women spent  less t ime at  home. Convenient , ,  t teat  in  or  take out t t ,  ne ighbor-
hood fast food came to Barcroft,  in L966 when } larr iott  Corporat, ion bui l t
HOT SH0PPES, a family restauran! (now Roy Rogers) ar 47A7 Columbia pike. I

The house belonging to l . / i l l iam Wallace ldrighr and his wife, Luci lLe,2
former ly  s tood on the proper ty  next  to  the Roy Rogers carry  out  wind.ow.
(The house was the former home of John Newlon, mil ler for br. Barcroft.z)
f t  was a large house wi th a huge f ront .  porch across the ent i re  f ront .
Mr. I^/r ight htas a lawyer in D. C. with the Justice Department .  During World
War I  he worked for  Lhe F.B. I .  because of  h is  abi l i ty  to  read and 

" i i t "German. Just bef ore and af ter World ir lar I I  was a period of rapid growt,h in
Northern Vi rg in ia.  Luci l le  Wr ight  rented her  home at  47L3 Columbi i  p ike ro
Mrs.  Fred A.  Blev ins 3 to  use as a board ing house for  const , ruct ion workers.
She bui l t '  a gasol ine stat, ion close Lo the corner of Buchanan St,reet and
Columbia Pike in 1950 and leased i t .  to Gulf 0i1 Company. 4 Both the house
and stat ion were demolished5 to make way for Hot Shoppes and the parking
space for  patrons.

l'/i l l iam Wallace Wrighr House (Newlon)
47L3 Sout,h Columbia Pike
W.1^1 .  Wr lgh t  ch i ld ren :  L  to  R :  E l i zabe th ,
Sa l l i e ,  Wi l l i am Wi lson .  Forg round :
Carrol l  1^Jright, pett ing the caE.



1 Real  Estate Data,  Inc.  1987

2 Interv iew:  Adal ine Marye Robertson

3 Cr iss-Cross DirecEory.  1955.  Haines Publ isher

4 Interv iew:  Col .  Wi l l iam Wi lson l+ l r ight ,  son of
Wil l iam Walace and Luci l le Wright

5 Communi t ,y  Planning,  Housing & DevelopmenL,
fnspect ion Serv ices Div is ion of
Ar l ington County

6 Phot,ograph : Col .  Wil l iam W. Wright



l . l i l l lam hlal lace Wright House b. 1911
47 13 Souch Columbia Pike
W,W. Wright ,  ch i ldren:  L t ,o  R:  El izaberh
Sall ie ,  Wil l iam hl lbon. Foreground:
Carro l l  Wr ighr  p. i t : .ng rhe car .

1 Real Estate Dat,a, Inc . L987

2 Interview: Adaline Robertson

3 Criss-Cross Di.rectory. 1955. Haines Publisher

4 Int,erview: CoI. Wil l iam Wilson Wright, son of
William Wallace Wright, and his wife
Luci l le Wright,

5 Community Planning, Housing & Developrnent ,
rnspection services Dlvision of Arl ington county



JAPANESE AND KOREAN RESTAURANT SUSHIBAR

The Japanese and Korean Restaurant Sushibar at 470L South Columbia
Pike is one of several ethnic eateries to replace ItSAli{ t Stt homestyle cooking
of the 50 I s. Preserved within the walls of the present structure, with
addit ions and modif icat ions, is the Carrol l  l , tr ight House bui l t  in 1919 I Uy
one of  Barcrof t ts  ear ly  inh ib i tants.  Mr.  Wr ight  was a real tor  and an
appraiser .

1 Real Estate Data 1987

2 Photographs by Barbara Perry, student at George Mason Universit l
1 9 8 8 .



AI'IOCO SERVICE CENTER

tt lu l r .  Kel ly t t  operated a serv ice s tat ion
s l ight ly  west  of  the present  s tat ion.  In  1967
Ken Carter purchased the stat, ion from him and
in L969 rebui l t ,  the AM0C0 st,at ion we know ar
4625 Columbia Pike,  g i -v ing qual i t ,y  serv j -ce for
20  years .

Ken and his father were known as the
Carter Racing Family. ' .  Ken bui l t  and raced
t,he A alt,ered ( A-B-C-D) car named RAT' S NEST
at  drag st r ips local ly  and nat ional ly .

I1r. Carter also owns an AI"IOCO servi-ce
stat j .on on Chain Bridge Road in Mclean, Va.

t-lt lrt
>r .< >?{
r . -  n  F - . 4

In terv iew:  Ken Carter

Plc ture:  Ken Carter



46L5 SOUTH COLUI'IBIA PIKE

F.G.G.  fndus t r ies  L td .  o f  Woodbr idge  ren ted  th i s  30 'x  40 t  bu i ld ing  and
its parking area to USED CAR SALES for dealer preparat, ion of cars. They aTe
succeeded by OLD D0MINI0N AUT0 BR0KERS. The building was erected in 1962.1

1 Real Estat,e Data f nc . 1987

DTKE FILM EXPRESS PHOTO SERVICE

Duke Filn Express Photo Service at, 46LL South Columbia Pike was built in
1954 by Roberta Duke for a wholesale/retai l  f i lm processing business. l  In L972
the photo lab moved Lo another location. The bui lding remained vacant. Some-
one wanted to rent l t  for a G0 G0 restaurant. Arl ington Count,y suggested the
applicant for the Use Permit appear before the Barcroft School and Civic
League f or the reaction of the community. It rdas an i.nt,eresting and lively
discuslon. There real1y is insuff icient parking for this type of establ ishment
and for other reasons, the league and buslness communit,y recorunended denial
of t ,he permit.

Roy and Ruby Haskins purchased the property in Lg78.2 Duke Fi lm Express
Photo Service returned to i ts original location iq" 1 979. The lab has served
the community and Northern Vlrginia for approxirnately 27 years.

Community Planning Housing and Development rnspectlon
Services of Arl ingt,on County

Real Estate Data Inc. 1987

MALCOLMIS AUTOMOTIVE

Lacey J. and Katherine A. Malcolm built the
Columbia Pike in 1951.1 Gasoline and orher ESSO
serviced and repaired.

service stat, ion at 4601 South
products lrere sold, cars

The Malcolnts Manager, Ira (Buddy) DanielsrDurchased the stat i .on and
retained Jim Gibson as Chief Mechanic. Buddy look out the gasoline punps
and added one bay to the building. Ma1colnts name remains to indicate t,he
expert servile customers have learned to appreciate.

I Real Estate Data Inc. 1987





OIJIITC]E BUTLDING
944 S.  l , /akef  ie ld  Streec

James W. l lead,  an employee at  the Patent  Of f ice in  D.C.  purchased lo ts
8  -  1 2  -  1 3  -  1 4  i n  b l o c k  G  r v i t h  i n p r o v e m e n t s  f r o n  A b b i e  F o x  o n  l l a r c h  2 1 , . 1 9 0 7 . r
The house on lot 14 was comnonly referred Eo as the Head House aE 4607
Colunbia Pike. In 1951 a pernit was issued to rnove and turn this house to
944 S.  Wakef ieLd Street  by request  of  the Leasee,  I I r .  Dr iscal l .  2  Head
resubdiv ided l -o ts  12 -  13 - .and 14 and on I Iay 5,  1954,  James l , / .  Head and h is
wi fe Margaret  C.  I lead seld a l l  oF lo t  8 ,  12A and par ts  of  13 and 14 to Louis  J .
and Anna T.  Carusi l lo .  J  A por t ion of  lo t  14 had been purchased prev iously
by Lacy J.  Malcolm for  a^gasol ine stat j .on.  The house aL 944 S.  Wakef ie ld St . reet
was demol ished,  in  1962.  z

. The 0ffutts purchased the property on which this office buildlng r,'as
bu'lt in 1960. This white brick 2]story building wiEh parking area for 25 cars
was bui l t  in  1963 by T.J.  0 f fu t . t  as a generaL operat ions of f ice for  Di t tmar
Construction and Property llar,ragement.. Space was rented to Gibralter Companies
and Ar l ington Elect ro lys is .  +

The Dittrnar Conpany moved to a new location in Vienna during 1988. Typing-Inc.
and I'!YC0R, Inc. became nelr tenanls.

Deed  Book  L I7  p .163  A lexandr j .a  Coun t r \ ' ,  C le rk ' s  O f f i ce  Ar l i ngEon

County  Cour t  House

Commun i ty  P lann ing ,  l {ous ing ,  and  Deve lopment  Inspec t ion

Serv ices  D iv i s ion .  A r l i ng ton  Coun ty  Cour t  House

Deed Book  1150  pp .487-489 .  c le rk ' s  O f f i ce  Ar l i ng ron

CounEy Court  House

Rea l  i l s ta ie  Da ta ,  Inc .  1987

---



BARCROFT MEDICAL BUILDII.IG

Dr. Ray Hamilton built the Barcrofp Medlcal Building and practlced dentistry
at 939 South ltakefield Street from 1953r rntil his retirtnent for heaLth reasons.
Antonio Scafone, Jr. bought the property August 5' 1980.'

The first doctors Eo occupy the suites were: Dr. Ray Haarilton and Dr Fred
Chandler, both deBtlsts; and.physigians Dr. Law€egce M. Pack, MD and Dr. Alice
Wolfsohh, MD . Ilr. Chandl.er continues to practlce in the sane. office, suirte he
occupled tn 1953.

Dr. Ikars Lans, DDS pufchased Dr. Hamiltonrs practice. Presently ' the
other offices are occupied by Dr. lrlilllan Dodson, DDS., Dr. Meyer Rosenbaun,
obstetriclan/Gynecologlet, and the Childrenrs Speech aad Language Service.

1 Real Estate' Data, fnc. 1987 " Thc raicrofiche of the Deed
Book in the Clerks Office of Arl ington County is marked
unreadable showlng Dr. Hamilt,on t s purchase of the 1and.

2 Deed Book 2020 p. 900 Clerkrs Office of Arl ington County.

Interview : Dr, Fred H. Chandler, Jr. DDS

COMMERCIAL AREA . N,
940-948 SOUTH GEORGE MASON"i DRIVE

AND
COLUI'IBIA PIKE

Sanuel G. Stoneburner and his wlfe Gladys Ager Stoneburner sold lots 5-6-
7-8- Block M of East Barcroft to Helmar Investment Corporafion in April of 1959
for the construction of a supermarket, and shopping center. r

The work began ln 1959 on the first, phase uhich was a supermarket.2

Mareh L962 Sharpe and Hamaker Co., contractors received permission
to conplete the shopping center at, George lvlason Drivg and Columbia Pike on
behalf of the Helnar Investment Corporalion, owners.J

Ttre names of the stores and nanagements have changed, but there has always
been a grocery store (Food Fair, Grand Union, Food Star) on the Cotumbia Pike
side followed by a laundronat and drycleaning establishment, hairstyling,
barber shop and drug store (Drug Fair, Gray Drug, Rite Aid).

1 Deed Book 1364 pp 67-68 Clerkts Office Arlington County

2 Real Estate Data Inc. 1987

3 Cornnunity Planning, Housing and Development,, fnspectj.on
Services Division Arlington Count,y 

'





18 MINUTE LAUNDRY & DRY CLEANING

The coin operated laundromat was owned
by John Grif  f  i ths unr, i l  his ret irement. He
died in February 1988 ar rhe age of 80.

Mr. Khamphout Phanthavong bought the
laundry and dry cleaning business in L976.
lulr. Phanthavong came to the United States
as a student in 1961 to att,end C,atawba
College in North Carol ina. He was a radlo
announcer and translator for the Voice of
America in Washington D.C. prior Lo sett l ing
1n Barcroft -

ttMr. Phantt has made a valuable
contr ibution E o the country of his choice !
His rrrarm smile and pleasant greetings are
del ight fu l .

Weight Watchers have noticed his coin scale
by the door .

DRUG FATR

When it, opened, Drug Eair- tncluded a
popular soda fountain and snab,k bar section
serving breakfasts and lunches only. f t  was
a great place for young famil ies with chi ld-
ren t,o drop in for breakfast Sunday bef ore
or after church. Everyone in Ehe family
selected their favorl tes from the menu and
Mom was not Lhe short, order cook ! Dad,
with luck, could buy the {gf,' Yorl.c T+rlqs-'bef ore
the papers were sold out, !



SMITH' S TOURIST HOI"IE

22  Souch  Persh ing  Dr i ve

I n  t h e  e a r l Y  1 9 3 0 ' s ,
Gold ie Smith and her  husband
Herbert came to the l ' lashington
area f rom Front  RoYal ,Vi rg in ia
looking for  a business and job

opportuni t ies for  Ehei r  Young
adul t  ch i ldren.  TheY rented a

touri.st home on Westmoreland
Streec in  RossIYn and shor t lY

t,hereafter found a better
location on hl i lson Blvd - near

Colonia l  V i l lage.

Goldie was a very caPable
energet ic  Person wi th a keen

sense of business. She had a License to se11 real estate and was soon engaged in

U"yi"g-..d selling real estate as well as managing the tourist hone' She saved

;:-;";t from hei t.ur."t.t" sales for the down Payment on a house and then

orooosed to her husbana t[.i-i+"y buy a house.insread of renting. The large house

|i"ffi; ;0 ;;; i;;il;s;;;";1-i. ifie subdivision of sarah c. Ball vas purchased

and converted to a tourist horne.'

Several years later' 0ctober 1,1957' Goldie b6ught the land across the street

in North Barcroft .t Zf iouit pershing Drive and built a beautiful hone in 1960

that she called ,,sunset Haven" for hei retirement when she could pursue her hobby'

decoSatlng lovely egg shells. Goldie never t.tirea - Eourists filled ttsunttt Haven"

too ! "

Anong her guests were men who erected the Iwo Jina Memorial and Mrs' Phillips

who invented the game M""gp;it. itiker Brothers credit Charles B' Darrow with Ehe
;;;r;;;l;;; oi Ni"oporyl4'- 

-i""o.. 
uere frequenrly sequesrered aL smithrs too.-

oc tobe r l , ] . gTS theSmi thTou r i s tHomevasso ld toc reaE j . veEnv i ronnen ts ' I nc .
The bqautiful blg stone tou". 

"na 
its flower gardens were demolished January 18,-

Ig7g.z The constructi-on 
- 
or *e Towne Pershing tol{tnhouses by builder James Reed)

began. The new rrot"" ... attractive antl ehe cotnlnon area vell landscaped and

maintained.

TodayGo ld ie , sdaugh te rand t re rhusband ,Ren j . ceP .Mye rsnake ' 'Sunse tHaven '
ghei.r home.

l l n t e r v i eww i thGo l c l i eSmi thbyGraceJewe t t ,Novenbe r2 l , I 9T4 .
Oraf g:'siory Progran, Arlington County Library and Zonta Club

of Arllngton.

2 Connunity Planning, Housi'ng and Developrnent Services Divisi'on

of Arlington CountY Virginia

3 Ar l ington News, APri I  I l ,L974

4 l'tlashingion SEar, November 24,1975

5 Interviev uith Betty Jane Myers' Goldie's daughter

6 Picture of t ,he Smith TourisC Home, Betty Jane Myers
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HOME OF I,{ALTER
4705 SOUTH

V ;::iirEt'**

AND ANNA O'HARA
8Th STREET

Presently resided in by Grandson r,{aldo and
Idarren and Walter.

The exterior of the house was
added the shingle exter ior .

Janet 0 t  Hara and their sons

or ig ina l l y  s tucco .  Wa ldo
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THE HOUSES ON 9th STREET BETI^IEEN IdAKEFIELD AND BUCHANAN STREETS

Thomas J.  Of fut t ,  and h is  wi fe,  Evelyn S.  Of fut t  submit ted p lans to
Ar l ington County for  approval  to  bui ld  Columbia Park Apar tments.  Dur ing
the p lanning process,  Lhe c i t izens of  BarcrofE through the Barcrof t  School
and Civic League expressed their concern that Lhe commercial area along
Columbia Pike would event@lly encroach upon their single family
res ident ia l  ne ighborhood.  

-  
The Of fut ts  agreed to bui ld  a var ie ty  of  s ing le

family homes along boch sides of t ,he street between l^lakefield and Buchanan
Stqeets which they would of fer  for  sa le.  The remain ing sect ion of  9 th Street

?

waslut through the marsh-l ike area so the houses could be bui l t .

Lot,s on the South side of 9th Street were purchased from Sidney
Wilcox and his wife Jeanne. The lots on the north side were owned bv
Algernon and Howard Handy,Jr .  and sold to  t ,he Of fut ts l -  Di t tmar Co.2 Inc.
on  0c tober  4 ,  1961 .

The Columbia Park Apartments and homes on 9th Street were constructed.
Among t,he f amil ies who purchased t,he homes are: Marsolais, Reil ly, Kassel l ,
Nash,  Fagen and Ronigen.

Deed Book L452 p.498 Clerkrs Of f ice Ar l ingron Counry

Community Planning, Housing and Defelopment Services
Div is ion of  Ar l ingt ,on County

1

2

..;rli"
r4.

',F.
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l HOUSES SOUTI{ PERSHING DRIVE

Bui lder,  Cooley bui l t  the red br ick coloni .al"homes on J.C.Forrest, ts

Addition r,o North Barcroft, in L947. The addresses are #110 -ttL4.tttg

# L22 - # L26 # 130 South Pershlng Drive.

In 1950 Crestwood Construction Corporation buiLt the red brick

ramblers and split 1evel si.ngle familY homes on Paynets Addition to

Barcroft opposite the homes built by Cooley. The addresses are #101

#105 # 111 # Ll7 # L2l # L25 South Pershlng Drive.





PARK RIDGE

800-819  Sou th  Sca f fo rd  Screeu  &  806-824  George  } Iason  Dr i ve

Creat ive Envi ronments Inc.  in  February of  L975 purchased che house and

land  aE 811  Sou th  S ta f fo rd  Sr ree t . l  The  g rey  s tone  house ,  common ly  known

as the Houseknechc-Winter  house,  was bui l t  by Wi l l iam Houseknechc in  LgIz 2

on  the  h i l l  ove r look ing  Doc to r ' s  Run .  The  b r i ck  s ing le  fami l y  homes

wi th mansard roofs bu11t  by James Reed i -n  Lg773 on the subdiv is ion cal led

Park  R idge ,  a re  an  exce l lenc  examp le  o f  uhe  p reserva t ion  and  res to raL ion

o f  an  o1d  house  and  su r round ing  iE  w i th  ner {  homes  tha t .  a re  a rch i tec tu ra l l y

c o m p a C i b l e .

1  Deed  Book  1B7B p .  344

2  Rea l  Es t ,a te  Da ta ,  Inc .

3  Deed  Book  1878  p .354

C l e r k ' s  0 f f l c e  A r l i n g t o n  C o u n c y

L987 , * 
''

C l e r k ' s  0 f f i c e  A r l i n g r o n  C o u n r y

N



SEARS & ROEBUCK HOUSES

Sears, Roebuck and Conpany of Chicago offered, t thouses by mail ,
shipped by rail" from 1908 unt,il 1940. Homes vere purchased fron catalogues
entitled, "800K 0F MODERN H0MES AND BUILDING PLANS" or at, sales offices in' 
large cities scattered throughout the United States. The closest sales
of f ice to Arlington residents rdas in hlashington , D . C. . Approximately
100,000 Sears homes were built nationally fron about, 450 nodels. There
were three catagories, H0N0R BfLT Lrere the finest quality, STANDARD
BUfLT, and SfMPLE SECTIONAL C0TTAGES. A Sears finest home cane complete
with precut nunbered pieces of lumber aia niI lwork, electr ici t ,y, painr,
nal ls and screws, siding, f looring, roofing, gutters, downspouLs cabinetry,
etc. . The Standard and Cot,tage models had less nlllword and the materj.als
were of lessor qualit,y. Plunbing , electrical , and heating f ixtures hrere
extra and selected from the catalog individual ly.

Owners could assemble their own homes following the detailed manual
and floor plans coming with the kit,, or have Sears engage local contractors
and supervise the const,ruction. Very flexible arrangements could be
worked out.

Financing was arranged t,hrough local 
'banks, 

F.H.A. ,  and for a period
of t ime, Sears and Roebuck offered customers attract ive 1oans.

.:

Stevenson, Katherine Cole and Jandl, H. Ward: H0USES By MAfL, A
Guide to Houses from Sears, Roebuct< Zil'O'Etrl6'6'nF
Preservatlon Press , l,Jashi.ngton , D. C. : 1986
Natlonal Trust f or Historic Preservat,ion in the United
States .

Charles W. Ri$htmyer, and his wife Virginia purchased rhe WESTLY sryle
Sears House 6hown on page L23 of H0USES. .ry. MAIL by Stevenson and Jandl . )
The house is located ar 812 South Taylor Street.

As of this writing, uB have not been able to authenticate what is
believed to be another Sears House existing ln Barcroft known as the
CRESCENT style.



SEARS HOUSES

8L2 South Tavlor Sur6et



MODULAR HOMES

RYLAND

Ryland advert ises as the ttbui lderts bui. ldertt .  Ryland Modular homes
began operatlons ln 1983 in Columbia, Maryland. There are two factories
producing Ryland modular homes in Maryland and one in Fredericksburg,
Vlrginia. Ttre homes are built as modules in an envlronrnentally controlled
factory and t,ested and inspected by accredited agencies. The house is 9Oi6
complete when it leaves the factory and is trucked to the sj.te where a
work crew wlth a crane secures each module in place and makes i t  watert ight.

The bui lder t  s responsibi l i ty i .s t ,o bui ld the f oundation before
delivery, make the mechanical and electrical connectj-ons at the location
and provi.de any necessary j .nterior and exterior vork needed.

Presently, there are approximately 20 single family styles wit,h 40
variat ions, and 10 dif ferent mult i family designs avai- lable. 1

Ryland homes present, ly in Barcrof t :

628 South Taylor Street: constructed by AI'{COL Development Group
Incorporated in 1985. The present owners are Jerry and
Margaret  Baker .  The lor  at  628 Taylor  was purchased May 6,1931
by Guy and Li l l ie Spence from Albert and Clara Crouch.

Deed Book A322 p . 0130 Clerk ' s 0f f lce Arlingt,on Count,y

4832 South 7th Street: bui l t  in 1987 by Daniel Schulz for sale
on a lot purchased from Bertha Fox

Deed Book 2231 P. 0250 Clerkrs Office Arlingron Dounr,y

1 Ryland Modular Homes promoti.onal mat,erial: Corporate
Headquarrers, Lo22l l'lincopln circle, columbia, Maryland,
2L444.



LUSTRON HOUSES

The Lus t ron  houses  o f  the  1940 's  and  1950 ts  r , /e re  no t  p re fabr i caEec l
in  Ehe  usua l  sense .  They  were  mass  p roduced  in  fac to r ies .  The  ex te r io r
su r face  i s  a  ve ry  durab le  baked  on  enamel  on  s tee l .  Dur ing  peak  per iods ,
a  fac to ry  cou ld  tu rn  ou t  150  two  o r  th ree  bedroom houses  a  week  p r l ced
f r o m  $ 6 , 5 0 0 . 0 0  E o  $ 9 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  i n  1 9 5 0 .  T h e r e  w e r e  a  l i m i L e d  n u m b e r  o f
mode ls  to  choose  f rom.

The Barcrof t  home of  L. l " l .  David at  4647 Sout ,h 3rd Streer ,  b /as
Erucked  f rom 0h io  to  i t s  p resen t  l oca t ion  and  the  dea le r f s  con t rac to r
assemb led  i t  p lece  by  p iece ,  sec t ion  by  secE ion  on  a  concre te  s lab
prev ious ly  poured  and  cu red  on  the  s i te .  The  o r ig ina l  f l oo r  p lans
e x i s t .  r

f  n t e r v l e w :  L . i u l .  D a v i d

REHABILITATED BY II,IARKETING EDUCATION AND BUILDING TRADES

The Board  o f  Nor the rn  V i rg in ia  Rea l to r t s  Commi t tee  named pRfDE,
approached  and  rece ived  the  approva l  o f  the  Ar l i ng ton  Schoo l  Board  to
rehab i l i La te  a  house  in  Ar l i ng ton  s im11ar .  Eo  p ro jec ts  under taken  by
s c h o o l s  i n  A l e x a n d r i a  a n d  F a i r f a x  C o u n t y . l

The house at  9L2 South Taylor  Street  was selected.  in  Ig75.  The
work  h las  ca r r ied  ou t  by  s tuden ts  us ing  the  la tes t  energy -w ise  techn iques .

rnterv i -ew:  L inc la Halderman,  sec t  y  .  Eo the Direccor
of  The Career  Cencer ,  lv l r .  Smol insk i

pEDi-> ,qlt /t7



BUCIIANAN GARDEN APARTI'IENTS
9I4  934  S .  Buchanan  Sbree t

Buchanan Garden ApartmenEs r {ere the f i rs !  apar tments to  be bui l t ,  in
Barcrof t  communi ty .  They r {ere bui l r  in  Ig4g 1 dur ing the post  1 lor ld  War I I
per iod to prov ide housing for  the young profess ionals  at , t racted to the
h lash ingLon  a rea  by  government  expans ion  and  the  w ide  range  o f  j obs  ava i lab le ,
b u t  l i t t l e  h o u s i n g  e x i s t e d  t h e n .

There  a re  11  red  b r i ck  bu i ld ings ,  2  and  ?+  s to r ies  h igh  con ta in ing  a
to ta l  o f  111  one  and  two  bedroom apar tments .  2  The  apar tments  a re  on ly  a
shor t  walk  to  shopping and t ranspor tat , ion.

The apar tments are present ly  owned by Rosrv i tha S.  Agusta.  Agusta
Proper t ies manages these garden apar tments.

Rea l  Es ta t ,e  Da ta ,  fnc .  1988

In te rv iew:  Agus ta  Prbper t j . es



WAKEFIELD TOWERS APARTMENTS
4301Co1umbia Pike

A permit was granted to Landlow and Brandt March g,Lg61 to bui ld a

2A9 unit apartment bui lding on property once owned by the Head family,

early inhabitant,s of Barcrof t .  1 More i .mmediately, t ,he f ol lowing homes

were demolished or moved in 1960 before construction of the apartment

could proceed:

4311 Columbia Pike.  owner:  C.W. Jones demol ished

44OS Columbia Pike
. owner: M Richmond - This home was built

in 1935 and moved t,o 920 Taylor Street ar

this t ime.

44LL Columbia Pike. owner: George Bicknel demolished

44L9 Columbia Pike . owner : D. A . hlatson demolished 2

By L962t the 8-story white brick mid-r ise apartment bui lding was

under construction. Each apartment has hardwood f loors through ouL.

There are ef f  ic iencies, 1 2 3 bedroom apartme-nts*'  to accomodate a

variety of tenant needs. The bui lding is served by 2 elevators and a

f reight elevator .  There ls a party room, a pool ,  a lobby with an attend,ant ,
laundry room and a canopy over the two lane circular driveway for the

convenience of passengers arr iving or leaving t,he bui lding.

The apartment is managed by ldakefield Associates. 3 f t  has an

act, ive tenant,s associat ion.

I fnterview wlth El izabeth Head Cooper. Oral History Program,

Arl lngton CounLy Library and Zonta Club of Arl ington.

2 Community Planning, Housing and Development,,  Inspection Service

Divisi .on, Arl ington County Court House

3 Real Estate Data, Inc. 1987
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COLTJMBIA PARK APARTUENTS
900 Block Between ltlakef ield and Buchanan Streets

Colurnbia Park Apartments were built in 1962 by T.J. Offut,t and are
managed by the Dittmar Company. There are seven 3-story red brick
buildings containj.ng a total of L7L apartment,s. Units consist of I-2-3
bedroom apartments, of these 54 have balconi.es, 18 have patios and a
l imited number of carports are avai lable for sheltgred parking. Open
parking is provided on the site f or the residents. ' A swirnming pool

and a small  playground for chi ldren are included for tenant recreation.

The apartments are well managed. A tenant reports there ia a low
ttturn overtt  rate. The location is convenient to transportat ion and
shopping.

(See also: ttHotises on 9th Street, Between Wakef ield & Buchanan Streets" )

Early Barcroft residents whose houses formerly,occupi,ed this land:

Edgar Klemroth, his wife and mot,her- in-1aw, Mrs. Schick bui l t ,
a lovel i  [ome at 909 Arl ington Avenue (Buchanan Street)
in L899. '  Mr. Klemroth frequently drew portraits of his
neighbors and their chi ldren. He was an architect by
profession. The house was destroyed. 3" '

Frank Hale lived in a large house built by Lucille M. l^/right
just down the hill from the Klemroths at 923 Arlington Avenue
(Buchanan Street).  0n May 3, 1961 a permit #20779 hras issued
to move this^house t,o its present location at 4838 South
9th Street. J 

Mr. Hale 1ras a carpenter.

Real  Estate Data,  Inc. ,  1987

Ritchie, Mildred Handy. t tBarcroft,  Arl ington County
Virginia a Vi l lage Metamorphosistt  The Arl ington
Hisiorical Mgeazine. 0ctoLer 1960,-ToI3--Gla

Community Planning, Housing and Development, Inspection
Services Division. Arlington Count,y Court, House



TANGLEI.'OOD CONDOMINIIJ}T
4241 Colurabia Plke

Stephen P. I{right and his wife Louise sold the East Barcroft properry,
on which the Tanglewood . Apartnent building vas later built, to Viriinia
Pepper and Lucy Payne on l{arch 2, 1913.1 J.C^ pepper noved the hone frour
4239 Colunbia Pike to 949 South Taylor Street z^ perhape as a result of
lnprovenents nade to Route 244 (Colunbia Plke).r

lhe house and land reuained in the pepper fanity s1j11 Zane Mason,
his wlfe Ranona, and b;other Earl T. Mason,Jr. acquired lt fron Utllian B.
and Ida Pepper Moore. a The house was denolished by perolt issued on Feb. 1. f9651

Tanglewood Apartnents consisting of 44 unlte yere conatructed ln
L966. There are | - 2 - 3 - bedroorn apartsents, cable for TV hookups. extra
atorage, elevator and assigned outside parking apacea. 5

Ben Mar Construction Conpany, fnc. acquired the buildlng fron Zane
and Earl Maeon; then declared and created Tauglevood Condoniniun. The
converslon took place ln 1981. fire unit ouners Aesoclation of ranglenood
Condoninl.un engagea Ben Mar llanagenent as their Agent. 6

1 Deed Book L37 p. 562 Alexandrj.a County Clerks 0ffice
Arlington County Court House

2 connunity Planing, Housing and Deveropnent, rnspection
services Division. Arlingtuii"e;;;; couit House

3 Deed Book 537 p.379 Clerks Office Arlington Counry Court
House

4 Deed Book 1507 p.239 and Deed Book 1983 p.L243 Clerks 0ffice
Arlington County Court House

5 Reference section Arlington central Library
6 Condominium records ln the Virginia Room Arlington County

Central Library



EAST BARCROFT

TOWNHOUSES

t4sCrrt i:,.r< Cur< Sn v t o &

L4;,vE/J,Hp ()7t'.'7.a 77 .E ro*V'r'eGe

//5 ,7 t:iP/rJ/)/!-\ /nf 
/???

,/i r /r: 2 (zZat€A //)t-Sr, p 
'fu'(E



EAST BARCROFT TOWN HOUSES
906 936 George Mason Drive

East Barcroft Town Houses are the first Lown houses to be built
in Barcroft. Ttrey were built by the Dittmar Company in L967. These are
3-story brick veneer row houses with 3 bedrooms, 2 ful l  bathrooms,
2 half bat,hs, plus a f i replace. There are a variety of out,side
features to create a pleasing appearance. Some houses have garages,
some have a second f loor balcony , others have one on third f loor, and
a few have balconies on both second and third f loors.

East Barcroft Town House Association is t,he name of the property
owners organization. Currently Ron Gimrnel is president, the secretary
is Dennis Morgan and Carl Costanzo is treasurer and Agent.

Ttre house at, 902 George Mason Drive is the former parsonage
of Our Savior Lutheran Church moved down fhe hill fron 901 South
Taylor SLreet j-n L982. The Ownem Id.P. Koch house was tofn down.

Harry Bullen owned a frame
(George Mason Drive) which was
houses.

house at 9L2 Magnolia Avenue
totlF down in 1967 for the town





LAUREL GREEN TOWN HOUSE CONDOMINIT]MS
927 -97 5 Sourh Taylor Sr,reer

Laurel Propert ies received permits to bui ld 20 tor*n house
condominiums in L976 in East, Barcroft.  1 There are four major sets
of town houses with a varying number of attached homes in each A
section. The 2-story 6 room units are brick veneer and vinyl slding.l
Except for water hook ups, al l  units have separat,e meters. The homes
were completed and ready for occupancy in LglT Lg7B.

Members of the taurel Green Town House Condomlnium Association
have regular meeti-ngs.

Formerly there were three houses on this site.

The home
Street. They
The house. was
as the Bullen
appl ied for  a

of Nora and George Gemmel was at gzg south raylor
sold i t  in r92L to Roberr J.  and sophie p.  Bui len.3
commonly referred to hereafter by the neighborhood
House unti l  in April of l975.when Roberr Bullen
permi.t for its destruction. r

Blanche H.  Robberts ,  M.L.wi lson and Myrt le  p laugher  are
former owners of 935 South Taylor Street qhat was destroyed also
in  1975 .1  

'  
" ,

In L926 Blanche Robert,s ( Robberrs ) deeded the property
at 939 South Taylor Street to John and Sofia Mart in. I t  was
returned to her and in 1927 she resold it this time to Mathew
and Ruth Culbert.  4

The Culberts hrere a musical family renembered for sharing
their talents with members of Lhe Barcroft Bible church and
giving pi.ano lessons to chi ldren of Barcrof t  communit,y.

The culberts sold lot,s 9-10-11 to zane s . and Louise R.
Mason 0crober 8, Lgl4 5 and applie$ for permit #g7g4 ro
-dSg-oL.i_s_h lhe house April 8, 1975. I

2

3

4

5

Planning, Housing and DevelopmenL, Inspecti .on Services
Division. Arlington County Court, House

Real Estate Data, fnc . 1987

Deed Book L74 P. 2L7 CLerkts Off ice Arl ington County Court House
Deed Book 264 p.29 Clerkts Off ice Arl ingt,on County Court House
Deed Book L872 p. 466 CLerkts Office Arli,ngton County Court House



HIDDEN OAKS
TOWNHOUSES OF .PERSHING COURT

4400 44L8

frhloodmeadett the two story wood frame house with a porch across the
front, later cornmonly known as the ttPayne Housert, was built about 1893 by
Charles Kolb a4d his rclfe Lisetta on land they purchased just north of the
Corbett farm. 1

In 1913,  Mrs.  L.L.  Br ldges,  wi fe  of  Capta in nr iage3' la  D.C.  school
teacherr bought this property as a summer home and a place'-where their
daughter, Louise could keep a horse and have a place to, ri.de it.

Loui.se Bridges married Miltqn Barcroft Payne, a grandson of Dr. Barcroft.
They nade the property her mother purchased in Arlington their home. Mr.
Payne worked for Postal Telegraph and then G.S.A, Louise taught school,
was active in civic affairs, the Women?s Club, judged f lower shows, was
President of the National Capital Dahlla Society. She was a Suffragette
and rode her horse in a parade down Pennsylvania Avenue waving a banner
for the cause. Residents today renember her as a lady of boundless energy
stil1 riding her lawn mower and keeplng her yard withln a week of her death
at 79 years. She wrote a history of Barcroft that was published Apri l  13,1955
in the Daily Sun.

Louise and Milton Payne I s son Leverett and his wife Susie bought the
brlck rambler next door to his mother at 151 South Pershing Drive. Leverett
served with the Rangers in World War If ,  worked at,,G.S.A. and also the C.f.A.
unti l  his f€.f i ieinent. After his motherts deathr: h€ and Susie moved into the
home where he was born and spent his boyhood

Mrs ' Leverett Payne always had flowers blooming on each side of the
sidewalk next to the street,.  SprJ-ng jonquils were fol lowd by mult i-colors
of ir ises. Each summer and fal l  brought a display of Cali foinia poppies,
zinnias and marigolds. Susan Payne continued to live in the house 

"lt"ther husbandrs death unt,il she sold 1t, to Levin Construct,ion Company 2
that in turn resold t,he property to Sarnir Succar and Hidden gaks Partnership
for the constructlon of 5 units of :.-fuwhouses for a total of 18 townhouses
by Landurark Comnunities.

Ttre three story brick veneer townhouses lrere built in 1986 facing a
clrcle called Pershing Court. The beautiful homes and well landscaped
yards are a welconed addit ion to Barcroft.

' Ttre first elected officers of Hidden Oaks Home 0wners are:
John Miller, President
Jud Walton, Secretary
Hueh Qulnn, Treasurer

It is with a bit of nostalgia that rde look back ro the beautiful large
oak trees, lovely flowers, and Leverettts bountiful vegetable garden. The
razed stone sprlng house that fell with the house j.n Dec. 3rl9g5, was
probably one of the Last left in Arlington county.

1 Ritchie, Mildred Handy. "Barcroft,  Arl ington county
virginia A village Metamorphosis" The Arlinsron
Hist,orical Magazine. Ocrober 1960.-l6-fl6ffi

2 Interview: Susie Wooten payne



Kolb Payne House
f 33 S. Pershing Dri.ve

Dairy House
133 S.  Pershing Dr ive



Back View Kolb-Bridges-payne House
133 S. Pershing Drive Called tt f i loodmeadert
and "Mocking Bi rd Hi l l t t  by Mrs.  M.  B.  pay,ne

by the Kolbs

Front View Kolb-Bridges-payne House
133 S.  Pershing Dr ive
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-rn BUCHANAN COURT TOWN HOUSES
965 973 South Buchanan Street

A ooiu^)

hardwood flooring. There are no basements. There is off street
parking. Occupants meet informally to discuss mutual problens and
concerns.
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HISTORY OF BARCROFT BLEABYTARY SCf lOOL

O e l g i n a J l y  o p e n e d  l n  1 9 2 5 ,  E a r c r o f t  E t e a e n t a r y  S c h o o J  h a s  h a d
I o n g e ? .  c o n t i n u o u s  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  c o a a u n t t y  a s  a n  e l e a e n t a r y
f a c t  1  t t y  t h a n  a n y  o t h e e  p u D l  i c  s c h o o  I  l n  A r l  i n g t o n .  f h e  s c h  o o l
h a s  a  p t o u d  h e r l  t a g e  o f  g t a d u a t e s  s h o  r e t u r n  u t t h  f a a t  I  J  e s  t o
s h a r e  j n  i  t s  t i e s  t o  a n o t h e r  e r s  l n  A r J  i n g t o n ' s  p a s t .  f t  h a s
s e r v e d  s t u d e n t s  t h r o u g h  t A e  t a v a g e s  o f  t h e  D e p r e s s l o n ,  g t o r l d  t J a r
I I '  t h e  B a b y  B o o a ,  O e s e g c e g a t i a n ,  t l t e  u n r e s t  o f  t h e  . S j r t J e s ,  t h e
r e d e f  i  n  j  t  i o n  a f  P o v e r  a n d  p a t r i o t i s a  o f  t h e  S e s e n t  j  e s ,  a n d  t t r e
r e d i s t  r i c t i n g  o f  t h e  E l g h t i e s .  C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  s c f r o o ]  i s  l n  t h e
P l a n n i n g  s t a g e s  f o e  a , e e t i n g  t } l e  a i l l . e n n ! u m  a s  t e a c h e r s  a n d
s t u d e n t s  b e c o m e  c o m P u t e r  I  i  t e r a t e  a n d  a s  v e  p c e p a r e  a n o t h e r
g e n e  r a  t  i  o n  o f  A m e r  i  c a n s  o f  d i v e r s e  b a c k g r a u n d  t o  D e  c o n t r l  b u t  i  n g
n e m b e r s  o f  s o c  i  e t y .

f h e  c a m m u n i t y  a n d  t h e  s c h o o ]  a r e  n a a e d  f o r  D c .  J o h n  h t a o l v e r t o n
B a r c r o f t .  D r .  B a r c r o t t  c a m e  t o  V i r g i n i a  i n  7 8 4 8  a n d  f r r s t  s e t t l e d
o n  C a l u n b i a  P r k e  b e y o n d  a u r  C o u n t y  l i n e  a t  l f o r z e s  R u n .  f h r , s  a r e a
j  s  P l l e s e n  t J y  t h e  L a k e  B a r c r o f  t  c o m m u n i t y  j n  F a r  r f  a x  C o u n . t y .
F e d e  r a I  T r o o p s  r e t  u r n i n g  f r o a  t h e  S e c o n d  E a t t I e  o f  B u I  I  R u n
( t { a n € s s - 3 s )  d a m a g e d  D r .  B a r c r o f t ' s  a j l l  a n d  h a m e  s o  b a d l y  t h a t  D r .
8 a r  c r o f  t  r e t  u t n e d  t o  l J e g  J e r s e y  u n t i  I  a f  t e r  t h e  v a r  b e t l r e e n  t h e
s ta t€s .

D r .  I l a r c r o f t  r e t u r n e d  t o  V i r g i n i a  j n  7
r n r  J  J  a n d  a  n u m b e r  o f  o t h e r  h o a e s  u h i c h
i { e  s a s  n o t  o n  I  y  a  p h y s j  c  j  a n ,  b u t  a J  s o
d r e d g i n g  m a c h r n e  ,  t h e  p r  i n c i p l  e s  o f
s o m e  o f  o u t  p r  e s e n t  d a y  e g u i  p a e n t .

8 8 O  a n d  r e D u i  I  t  t h e  f l o u r
h e i a n e  a  s m a l l  c o m m u n i t y .

i  n v e n t e d  a  d i  t  c h  i  n g  a n d
u h i c h  a r e  i n c o r  p o r a t e d  I  n

? h e  c a a , m u n i t y ,  v i t h  1 0  y o u n g  c h i J d r e n  r e a d y  f o r  s c h o o l  b u t  t o o
s n a J J  t o  v a t k  t h r o u g h  l r l r n g t o n  F o r e s t  t o  g e t  t o  G J e n c a r l y n
S c h o o l  ,  d e c i d e d  t o  s t a r t  i  t s  o v n  s c h o o ]  .  ? h  j s  t r a s  e s t a D l  j  s i e d  j n
t h e  h o m e  o f  M r s  .  E d i  t l l  F a i  r f  a x ,  t f i e i  r  t e a  c h e r ,  t n  1 9 A 6 .  T h e  f  j  r s t
y e a r ,  e n r o l  I r ' e n t  s l r e  I  l e d ,  a n d  i n  1 9 O A  t h e  c o m a , u n i t y  e r e  c t e d  a
D u r  I  d i n g  a t  8 O O  . S o u t h  B u c h a n a n  S t r e e t  t o  s e r v e  a s  c h u r c h ,
c o m n u n i t y  e e n t e r  a n d  s c h o o ] .  ? h e  B a r c r o f t  S c h o o I  a n d  C i v i c
L e a g u e r  3 S  i t  r r l a s  c a l t e d ,  h e l d  m a n y  f u n d  r a j s e r s ,  a n d  t h e  . S c l r o o l
B o a r d  r e n t e d  s p a c e  t h e r e  u n t J  J
b u i J d i n g  u a s  c o m p l e t e d .

a  s e p a r a t e  f a u r - t o o r a  s c h o o J

f h e  n e u  b u i l d i n g ,  n a m e d  a f t e r  D t .  B a r c r o f t ,  o p e n e d  i n  l g Z S  n r t h
. r n  e n r o l l m e n t  o f  6 S  c h r l d r e n .  D c .  B a r c t a f t ' s  p i c t u r e  t l a s
i n s t a t l e d  i n  7 9 2 7 .  I n  7 9 4 5 ,  a s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  g r e v ,  n J n e  m o c e
r o o l D s  s e r e  a d d e d .  t  l i b t a l y  a n d  a  n e u  v i n g  n J t h  s i r  c J a s s r o o m s r
c a f e t e r j a  a n d  a  a l u l t i p u r p o s e  c o o m  u e r e  a d d e d  J a t e r  j n  7 g A S ,  a s
l r e r f e  5  a c r e s  o f ,  p J a y g r a u n d .  Y e t  a n o t h e r  c h a n g e  c a m e  j n  l g T S  y J t h
a  gymnes i  un  and  open  space  and  acce .ss .  Re f  J  ec t  i ng  t l t e  chang i ing
n e e d s  o f  t l t e  t j m e s ,  l g 8 5  b t o u g h t  c ! o s e d  j n s t r u c t l a n a l  s p a c e s  f o e
t h e  n e e d s  o f  a n  e v e r - c h a n g i n g  s t u d e n t  p r o f i  I e .  ? h e  s p u r t  j n
P a P u I a t  i o n  g t o n t h  i n  t t r e  f  a J l  o f  7 9 8 7 ,  b r o u g h t  t h e  a d d j t J o n  o f
t v o  P o r  t a b l  e  c I  a s s r o o n s .  C u r r e n  t l y ,  B a e c t o f t  s e r y e s  o v e r  4 2 O
s t u d e n t s .

I



OTIR SAVIOR LUTHERAT.I SCHOOL

Our Savior LuEheran Schoo1 is a part of a system of 1400 Lucherau Schools

and 150 ,000 pupils locat,ed throughout the country. Lutheran schools have

been in operation since rnid 1800 t s and most are establ j.shed and supported by

Ehe locaI congregation.

Our Savior Lutheran School, locaced at 825 So. Taylor SEreet, tras organ-

Lzed in September of 1952 wich che establishnenc of a KindergarEen. This

class was caughc in the lower level of the church buitding which had been

buil t  in L943. In f953 the present school bui lding, which is made up of four
a

large classroons, was constructed and dedicaced, naking expansion of the school

Possible. By September of L957, the school had grown to i ,nclude grades

K - 5. In 1980 a portable classroon nas added to accomodate the need for

another class. In October, 1984 Our Savior LuchEran Church dedicated a new

worship-education-fel lowship bui lding, adding even rnore faci l i t ies for use

by  the  schoo l .

Today Our Savlor Lutheran SchooL educates over 100 ppils in grades

K:6. The school offers a tradit ional approaeh to edueati .on with stress on

che three Rrs-plus one, Re1igion. A morning and afternoon extended day

care program is available for children who are enrolled in che school.

Our Savlor Lutheran is an i-mportant

in that it offers an alEernacive choice

level.

part of our Barcroft conrnunity

to publlc educatin on the elemencary

Ellzabeth Delllk
920-8092



The Arlington unitarian Cooperative heschool (Aljcp)

The Ar.l infton tnitarian Cooperat ive keschool (Atf,?| ig a non-profit
;.',reschool Ednrnrstei^ed atEt ||Bintb.lneat by perefitn i The school operaies ttJo cla^sse8
of 2-3 year oids, tso cla.sses of 3 l/2-5 year ol4s, a prc-kirdergarten enrictuent
clsss' ard a chirdren's cooking crEsa. Ttre school is Lrcated in the Arl iruton
Lhi'.-srian church ' ard althor.rgh it is an irdeperdent orEanization, !.L tras a lr.ralrs
er-'' 'o1.ed close relations with tjre c}turch thrdugh the particiFtion of Church
faniiies in the preschooL .

The presr:hoo I originglly .,os fourrded in 1969 bfr Church farnil ieg ective in
t}le Sr:rxlry nrrrsery preg!?.rn . I t began a^s a one day per r.ree k pnrgrr:.n l-cr Z i,ear
;l,i; :lr-r*ht by Fri.nJnt vorr.r,teerg ' over the years Lhe pnogran frourished and
'ri;,,;.d.rl Lo its curFnL size of 50 strd.ents k'ith thr€e salaried teachers, Dr.
FLl''a'r{ lt. Eridge, a retind tr:diatrician ard 6}urch rreob.r, particrpated activery
rn tJre develoFnent of Lhe pFografi Lrrtil his deatJr in l9g{, Ttre play8rowrl, r+hich
..ns built by AUCP parents in tlre early 1980's, is dedlcated to hld.

Itta sd6l follora UE 'd.ified f&ntrcrori. Gd.E ttdrJ, pbiloaophy. Ihi.
.'rcans tiat t}|e cb.esrooe cdrtriIr a larSe ryr-rrt of t*ttescori-trp cqul l rt, ard
t}lat tJ|s prol!6r c4harizee tju irdtvidrrl chlld,r c$oice of aetlvlty. ?o Urit'r.sic lbnt€ssori a;proac}, iIfP lra! r&l€d ecct!88 gr.plr ae trs.taefcG?l'rf oorr!!,
bloct cortnr, ratcr tlble, circlc activitiel, cnftr ar'd otlcr cr""ttrc artr, ard
o.rgic. AtrP i. a cooperatine in tlrt it is gor.crrr d"ltf e board of prent ..
'or'ntc€t'a. lbtberg ard fethere rct ag "tgclreE I ai&t i,r trrc cla$roc,
:nsbling ureo to p,rticiptc in tJrcir elrirdrea'a errly d.caticr. hrqrtr arso
:orit'rihrt€ ec 2oo houra anrur-rly to clean asd aintdrr tlrc cr--rre- 116
'iaygrorrd.

- 1}e sdrcor offera priority <rrolLurt for ch'rcfi fariJ.icr. ftc gtorlty
lpglieatidr period is Feb. lsttr tfrrqrdr ihrrh ht, aftar rhici (rrt f&'
.pprications are accept-r. Angrc sho ir intererted shoqld cqrtlct LclLni
:erdez€on ( 536-{675 } .

Barbara ltClure



CITILD ENRIC}OTEi.IT DAY CARE CENTER

The Chlld Enrlchoent Day Care Center, located au 917 So. liaLefieLd SEree!,

is a plLvate non-profit day eare cente! serving 50 childreu ege-s 2 Llz to 5 years.

It is sponsored by che Blessed Vietnaoese !,larcyrs Catholic Chutch lthich took over

the facilitles fornerly owned by Barcrofc Bible Church. The Day Care program was

escablished ln Ehe fall of 1986 and received its ll.cense to operate in october,

1985. lacilitles lnclude rooos for thlee grouPs 9f children (4aod 5 year oJ-ds,

3 and 4 year olds, a d 2 Lll and 3 year olds), each with EheLr own staff, and a

large nultlpurpose looo for group actlvltles. outslde there are several fenced-

in play areas rtlth nlce equlpEent.

The Child Enrichmenr Center provides aa Logrjrtanc service to the Barcroft

comuniEy by offerlng badly needed quallty day cdre for pre-school age children.

Elizabeth Del"Iik
920-8092
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Adaline Marye Robertson
Cathy Goldschnidt



FIRST CHURCH OF BARCROFT
L907

Ttre building at, 800 South Buchanan Street was erected j.n L9OT through
the efforts of rhe Merhodist Episcopal Church of Columbia (locared on the
north side of I' lalter Reed Drive and Columbia Pike), with its pastor, Rev.
William Pierpont assisting the carpenters, almost daily, in its
construction. Mr. Pi.erpont stdyed with the Marye fanily while this work
uent on.

Ttre first church was a branch of the Methodist, Episcopal Church,
however, it wasntt, long before it became just a Sunday School and later
the church of many different denoninations. ft is now rented to the
St. Georgets Bulgarian Eastern 0rthodox Church.

The church is owned by the Barcroft School and Civic League, its
neeti,ngs held monthly except in the summer. The building was used as a
school fron 1908 until Barcroft, Elenentary School opened in L925.

Early church nembers or visitorJpossibly were:
fda & 0sear Haring 1'

Virginia Doremus
Annie Marye
Mr. & Mrs. Kolb
Mr. & Mrs. Fai-rfax
Mr. & Mrs. Garrett
Mr. & Mrs. Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Ham
Mr. & Mrs. Klemroth
Mr. & Mrs. Wri.ght

- Adaline Maye Robertson



THE BARCROFT BIBLE CHURCH

The Barcro f t  B ib1e Church is  an independent ,  denomina-

t iona l ly  unaf f i l ia ted church wi th  s t rong roots  in  the Barcro f t

community.  Of the twenty-two founding members of  L932, three

survive and cont i -nue to reside in Barcrof t .

I t  g rew out  o f  serv ices he ld  by  the Wolver ton B ib1e Class,
which met  a t  the Wolver ton 's  home and la ter  a t  the Barcro f t

€ommuni ty  House.  In  Apr i l ,  1947 the o ld  Ar l ing ton Method is t

Church on Columbia Pike was purchased, dismant led and moved. to
915 South  Wakef ie ld  St reet  for  use in  bu i ld ing the Barcro f t

Communi ty  Church.  The church was ded icated on January  23,  Lg4g.

rn  1956  the  Educa t i on  w ing  was  added .  By  l gTo  the

Barcroft  Community Church had become the Barcroft  Bible Church,
a  name which,  the meinbers  

- fe1t ,  
bet ter  descr ibed i ts  be l ie f  s

and purpose. The membership had grown 
, ,so 

much that the
church could barely accomodate everyor€, even with two Sunday
serv ices .  The new church,  beh ind the o ld  one ,  was ded, ica ted in
1970 .

I t  was not long before the membership again outgrew the
f  ac i l  j - ty .  In  1914 land was purchased in  Fa i r f  ax  County  and
th6 bongregat ion how'meets  in '  temporary  quar ters  unt i l  a
new church can be bu i l t .

The or iginal  bui ld ings now belong to the Roman Cathol ic
Diocese of Ar ' l ington which operates an Hispanic Apostolate and
day care center  in  the o1d bu i ld ing.  The 1970 church no$t
houses the Church of the Blessed Vietnamese l r{artyrs.

I



OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH

AS ARLTNGTON grew, so did the need for i ts peopre to

worsh ip  near  home,  ra ther  than t rave l  in to  the Dis t r ic t .

Our Savior Lutheran Church rAras sponsored by Christ  Lutheran

Church in  Washington,  D.  C.  I ts  f  i rs t  serv ice r^ ras  he ld  on

October 26 ,  L9 41 in t ,he lobby of the Ar l ington Theatre on

Columbia  P iker  rs ing cha i rs  bor rowed f rom the f i re  s ta t ion.

Chapla in  Ernest  Heuer  o f  For t  Be lvo i r ,  who o f f ic ia ted,  brought

an Army f ie ld organ. The church was formal ly organized in

January ,  19 42 ,  wi th 41 conrmunicants .

In  sp i te  o f  the d i f f i cu l t j -es  obta in ing bu i ld ing suppl ies

during wart ime, ground was broken in November,  L942 and the
church ded icated August  8 ,  1943.  The parsonage r^ ras  bu i l t  in
L947 .  As  A r l i ng ton  g rew,  so  d id  Our  Sav io r ' s  cong rega t i on .

In L952 the sanctuary was enlarged and tF" school begun.
Miss ion congregat ions were s tar ted;  St ' . '  Pau l 's  in  Fa l ls  Church
and  la te r  S t .  John '  s  i n  F rancon ia .

In  Decemb€rr  1982 the parsonage was moved f rom 901 South
Taylor Street,  in preparat ion for the ner^r church which now
occupies  that  s i te .  The parsonage was moved across the school
playground and down the steep hi l l  to 9A2 George Mason Drive,
where a basement had been bui l t  for  i t .  The new church was
ded ica ted  on  Oc tobe r  21 ,  1984 .  To  passe rsby  i n  Ba rc ro f t  t he
most str ik ing feature of  th is church is the large narthex
window which incorporates  impor tant  symbols  o f  Chr is t '  s  I i fe .
This '  I ike al l  of  the windows in the church, r^ras designed by
members of  the congregat ion and made of faceted, glass by the
sta tesv i l re  Glass company o f  Nor th  caro l ina.

Our Savior is a Missouri  Synod Lutheran Church, and, novt
a thas ove5 500 members .
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MUSINGS BY OUR SAVIOR'S FIRST PRESIDENT,

CARL SCHEFFEL

The first Lenten services were held ar rhe carl scheffel
l '  me on Sourh l  l th Srreet,  Adingron, Virginia.

chapla in Herman Heuer,  be ing rn the mir i tary  serv ice,
rras aole ro obtain a f ield organ from rhe mil i tary services for
our use ar church services. l t  was also used at the Theatre
ser.vice.

The folding chairs were loaned ro us from the Arlingron
Volunteer Fire Department for use ar the services.

The cotta Guild was organized at the scheffel 's home, and
It ' l rs. Mahela Hays was elected"f irst president. Regutar meetings
$ 'ere held ar  the home of  rhe H.r . r 's  and rhe Hays, .

The scheffel 's home was used for voter's and commirree
meet ings and any special  ser l ices.

we had a number of organisrs to play for the services;
f i ' l rs.  Teares, Mr.  Gayle,  Mr.  Kaylor and Rurh Boletchek who is
st i i l  wirh us. She plavs for the closing of  Sunday School and
for Church services when cal led on.

we have a wonderful  organist  and choir  Masrer,  Mr.
! \ ' i l l iam shafer,  who has been wirh us since June 19s5.

The first one confirmed in rhe church was Leon page,
the son of Els ie Jackson.



THE UNITARIAN CHURCH OF ARLINGTON

The Uni tar ian Church o f  Ar l ing ton began as a  fe l lowship

of  AI l  Sou ls  Church in  Washington.  Dur ing Wor ld  War  I I ,
gaso l ine ra t ion ing forced V i rg in ia  members  to  meet  c loser  to
home.  F i rs t  they gathered im members '  homes,  la ter  in  a

church aud i tor ium.  In  1948 the fe l lowship  became the Uni tar ian

Church o f  Ar l ing ton and i ts  99 'members  met  in  the aud i tor ium

of  Barre t t  School  .  By June L9 49 they \^ rere  ab le  to  ce leberate

in  the i r  own church,  des igned by arch i tec t  member  Ear l  B .  Ba i ley .
Th is  bu i ld ing is  the cur rent  Reeb HaI l .

In 1952 the growing congregat ion added the Educat ion wing,
a lso des igned by Mr .  Ba i fey .  As membersh ip  increased, ,  i t  was
dec iced to  purchase ad j  acent  land a t  Ar l ing ton Boulevard and
George l" lason Drive for a new church. This \^/as designed by
Char les  M.  Goodman and completed in  1963.  The new'church
bui ld ing has won several  awards, includtng the Metropol i t ,an
Washington Board o f  Trade '  s  Award for  Arch i tec tura l  Exe l lence,
and recogni t ion in  the Amer ican Ins t i tu te  o f  Arch i tec ts '  Guide
to  Arch i tec ture  in  Washinston,  D.  C.  l " los t  recent ly ,  in  Lgg1 ,
i t ,  received the A. I  .  A.  ,  s Test of  Time Award,.

The Unitar ian Church of Ar l ington is important for the
many ways i t  has enr iched l i fe in our community.  As ear ly as
1951 i ts  members  were act ive  in  the f ight  aga ins t  V i rg in ia 's
segregat ion l .aws .  Since 19 5 6 they have been helping refugrees .
They sPonsored Culpepper Gardens, a ret i rement complex bui l t
on land made avai lable for the purpose by member Dr.  Charles
Culpepper.  Today'  s members cont inue this t radi t ion of  sociaL
j  us t i ce  .

The Unitar ian Church of Ar l ington is perhaps best known
in Barcroft for sharing with us its Ed,ward Bridge playground,
and excel lent music programs.



CI.I,BHOUSE
700 S. BuchanaD Street

IIIE I{OMENIS CLIJB OF ARLINGTON

Iadies interested in clvlc affairs, the arts, ed.ucatlon, and worthyprojects ner at the hone of !{rs. c.E. Miles in October of tg31. The iorlo*-
ing nonrh, the I'lonen's club of Arlington elected its first.offrcers. 

-urs. 
lt.s.(Loulse) Payne of Barcroft was one oi the charter Meobers. As the nenber-

shlp increased, a regular clubroon ras obtained in a foruer school bui,iding.

Ttre drean of a clubhouee became a reality '"ith thg dedicatlon of the
facility at 700 s. Buchanan street on October- 6, 1957.1 M.". 

-ll.s. -il"ui""l

Payne and Mrs. R.G. 0'IIara, daughter-in-1an of ialter OfHara an eairi iarcrort
9:"919p:t_,_ served ulEh orhers on the Buildlng Connitre,e chaired by Urs.G.H.
(Goldie) Hleronynus. z

fire Wonen I s Club of Arlington has consistently supported vorthy
organizatlons such aa the. Anerican Red cross, Anerican- Gncer socieiy,
Arthritla Foundatlon, Arlington Hospital, vlrginla Mental Health rouuiatron,
New Radlatlon Ttrerapy cenrer, canp Easter seal Eaet, F.r.s.H., lt 

"i"-on-r*r""r",cerebraL Palsy, Lung Asaoclarlon, salyarlon Arny, Hot-Ltn", o:Arl:,i.A:d:i:5./
Speclal Olynpics, Justlce for Juventles, Arltngion Synphony, A;ii;;;;-
lletropo1ltan chorus, curpepper Gardens, cheshiie Horues'of i"r:."gioi 

-irror""

for the physlcally disabled), the sheltered occupation center a;d "ciusadefor Seat Beltsrr and rrMorality in Mass MedLatt.

The club helped esrablish the colunbia pike",Branch
at, the former locition of Glebe Road and Columbia pike
Shopping Center.

The actlvitiee of the club ln the 40rs nere d.orinated by the nar effort.rt establlahed an Arllngton Recrearion cenrer for s""ri".r"i,;;";;;J displaysfron vlctory Gardens. I'|lth the vlrginla Federatl.on of ltronen i s croti, 
-e"r.

2 equipped anbulancee to the Red cross and sold enough moa" io 
-por"ria""

2 bonbers and 2 pursuit planes. tocally the ladles Est.u1i"r,"a i r..n croufor chiLdren of service farai llgs which the Departnent of Recreation latertook over and nanaged the progran until the ntd-ftfttes.

The clubhouge has glven the club opportu'ity to serve the conmunlty
ln special naye such as fornlng the Cotillion for area young peopl-,---
caterinS weddlng receptiona' grou! uorkshops, the Annuai Telcirer', s iea, theChrlstnas Bazaar, and tJelcone to New Ctttzins Tea.

. _ _ Other proJects sponsored or glven support by the lonen rs Club ofArllngton lnclude both Gulf Branch and Lonl aranitr Nature Center", c.t-oua-t 
"vor'e canpaign, c,are Progr_a'n, for.xoreau -viclins, the Dorthea Buct Feiiowship,

Al{D tIlE Annual college and Art Avards for wakeirela ni_gl i.rr""i-.lrilitr.

The l{oneu rs Club of A!1lngron celebrated tts 50th Anniversary
october 19, 1981. Ile ladles contlnue to develop and use their t;lents Eo

Library in rhe 1930 t s
in the Westmont



-2-

serve t ,he needs of  Ar l ingLon.  Thei r  mot to is ,  "UNfTy IN DIVERSITy" .

womenrs c lub of  Ar l ington.  Highl ights of  Our
Years.

F i rs t F i f t y

rnLerview: susan christopher , daught,er of R. G . 0 rHara and
granddaughter of  Walter 0tHara.

I

I\ /



DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

OF

BARCROFT

Based on the 1980 Census
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Total Pc6ulation

Whites
Blacks
Asian-Pacif ic fslanders
Otfier Races
Spanish Origin*
(*Note - Spanish Origin is not

l'!ales
Femaies

0 - 4 years of age
5 - n years of age
18 24 years of age
25 - 34 years of qe
35 64 years of age
65 years of age and cver

Total Households
Tota1 Families
Average lbusehold S ize

Total Ho,rsirg Units
Orrner Occupied ttrrits
Renter Occupied Units

a segnrate race.)

2 1699 perscns

2,40L
133
64

101
116

L,220
L ,479

r55
350
304
624

89r
5t
2*
4t
48

45r
55r

68
ul8
128
232

g;
sf ,
F}
ile

894 34S
375 148

L,229
711 58r

2.20 persons E)e,r. fio.rsehold

L,254
623 50r
627 50r

l{edian Family lrcqre, Cens:s Tract 23),r, $521183
l,Iedian Household Ircone, Csrsr:s Tract, 23r,* $40r9I2

frccne estimates based on estirnates for Arlington prepared by ttre Tayloe
Murphy fnstitute.

Source: 1980 U. S. Censrs 9f Pcpulation and lbusing, Sr.unnaryr Tape Files I
and 3- PlePared by *t" Fllngton Cqrnty Plannirrg Division, Ccnpiefrensive
Planning S ection, llarch 1988 .

cpd-Ol80



EISTORY

OF

BARCROFT COUUT'NIIY EOUSE

by

!,Iildred Handy Ritchie



l. Buildine Name r

2 ,4@,s

3, OrieinaL Ovmer r

4. Original Use r

5. Present Orner r

6.  Present Use r

a gubdivislon of

Colunbia Pike at

January 10, 1983

The Barcroft Cornnunity House

800 South Buchanan Street
Bareroft, Arlington County' Virginia

Truste€s r Methodist Episcopal
Church of Barcroft

Church

The Barcroft School and Civic
League

The Barcroft School and Civic
League Meetings r rentals by that
Organization for use as a Church
and for various Connunity affairs

Lots 3,  4,  Block D,  in  the Subdi-
vi.sion of .Sa"icroft aB per plat of
sane duly of  record in the Clerk 's
Off iee of Alexandria County r Vj,r-
ginia, in Deed Boolc Nuurber 110 ,
page 53 one of the land Records of
the County, save and exeept the
rear 15 feet of each lot,  the
amount of ground hereby conveyed
being I4, 500 square feet, Irray 23,
1908  (vo l .  118 ,  page  187) .  A lso
described August 2L, 1914 ffol , I+t+.
pase I59)

7 , Lepal Descript ion r

g. Descript lon and Historvr

The Yillage which became Barcroft was first established as

a small portion of 'Cedar Hill Farn' on

Four Hile Run in L892. At that early date

lt had, uithin lts boundarV, two regidences. One was the

hone of the MilI operatorr John lfewlollr erected about 1886



a block East of the Railroad. The otherr €r€cted in 1890

on e six-acre tract beside the Railroad, was the home of

oscar ltraring. rn e large front roon prarured for the PUr-

pose he opened a generaL store. Both of these residences

faced south arong colunbia pike. A stationr first known

as 'Arl ington',  then 'Corbett",  then 'Barcroft,  stood on

the Southwest eorner of the crossing of the Pike and the

Railroad (later the W&OD Ry. ) which rian fron Alexandria

to Bluemont. Beyond his Subdivision Frank E. Corbett

Iived in the o1d farmhouge on the Northeast corner of his

'Cedar Hil l  Farn" of 262 Acres.

In LA1Z, Annle Dorenus, sj,ster-in-ladi of Oscar llaring,

purcha""9 the f irst two lots in the Subdivision of "I lar-

croft' on top of the hill on Arlington Avenue, and by

1894 had erected the f irst house. l lhis was rented unti l

she and sidney T, liarye narried in 1901 , when they nade

i t  thei r  hone.

f1.ank E. Corbett dled in 1898 and his executors sold

10ts across fron the Dorenus house to Edgar Klenroth

erected his inPosing home ln 1900.

fhe faror estate and remaining unEo1d lots of the subdlvi-

sion were so1d, in L903. The subdivision utas resurveyed,

resubdivided, and naned 'Bareroft" in 1904. lhe new owtl?fr

two

who

- 2 -



Mrs , Abi.gai l  Fox, r i th her eon-ln-Iaw, Stephen P. Wri€ht,

as developer, laid plans for erecting homes on their neuf

Iots to attract city dwell,ers "to the fresh eountry Bir".

Stephen erected and occupied a hone East of the l*lewlon

house .

After the establiehment of the Barcroft Post Office in

the general gtore r p€ople living in the area sumounding

the subdivision and using i t  as a nai l ing address began

to consider themselves aa l iving at Barcroft.  Anong these

w'as lfi l l ian Pa1ner, Sheriff of Alexandria County. His

horre stood on a hi l l  on the Pike r opposite the Southeast

eorner of Corbett 'E farm. Several '  raiLroad workers occu-

pied sual l  homes between the rai lroad track and the Creek.

To the West' beyond the lfri l l and Dr. Barcroftf s houre at

Four Mile Run' there urere six or seven trore hones in

the County to the Fairfax County line. Thenr North of the

boundary of Cedar Hill Farmr oD a six-acre parcel of the

estate of James Ballr  l ived Charles KoIb at"Woodmeade".

Stephen P. ltright sold

1906. He then brought

penters. His brotherr

hone ln L9O7.

new hone to Janee tf . Head in

builderr B. F. Pemow, and car-

. lfright, purehased the Newlon

his

ina

w.r

o 
) 

-



By LgO?r cotlstnrctlon of new houses in the subdivision of

Barcroft was proceeding well. Milton and Any Fairfax,

with three } i t t1e gir ls '  bought the f irst of these on lots

1 and 2, Bloek D' at Arllngton and Glen Avenues (Buchanan

Street and Eighth Road, South), on ApriJ, 2O, 1907. Other

farnilies talring up residenee were thoee of tfartinr lXann

and Gri gg,,

The nearest schools and churches were at Columbia and Glen

Carlynr over a ni le away. With no transportat ion in either

direction the need for both had grown with the increase in

populat ion. Older chi ldren walked the long distance or

took the stean train to the city for idrrcation. But snall

children of Bany farnilies noving in were too young to go

Eo far alone. The need for act ion grew nore apparent dur-

ing the suillt€rr

ALexandria County School Board Isinutes record that at a

regular neeting of the Board on 0ctober 7, ]-9O?, the C1erk

read a Petition fron the citizens of Barcroft, requesting

that a school be established in Barcroft. It was ordered

that the Clerk write a letter (as eontained in the ninutes)

to The Cltlzens AEsociation of Barcroft r
'Rosslynr October I0, 1907
l[r. Stephen P. t{rightr Presldent
ci t lzen's Associat ion of Bareroftr  v i rginia

rt is inexpedient at this tiue to olen a eehool at
Barcroft as ure have a capable teachEr at Gren
Carlyn, Virginia. '

- 4 -



Itlost of the children in need of schooling Tere under the

age of seven and to reach the Glen Car1yn School it would

require that they ralk along the railroad track, a, dis-

tance of oyer a niler or three niles over dirt roads.

There rras no transportation. The Board's action was in-

nediately protested by the Barcroft rcEidents. 0n October

19, 1907, the Board instnrcted Mr. c. B. Munson, chairman

of Arlington Distriet of the Board, to look into the nat-

ter and see what the expenses would be to naintain a

school at Bareroft.

At a Regurar Dleeting of the Board on Novenber 30, J;go? , it

utas reported that those present werg,,Chairrnanr C. B. hunson,

?Alph Ba1dwin, wi l l iam A. B. Mcphea, Clerk,  I [ r .  S, p.

Wright, Iitrs. Any Fairfax and l{iss Lucy tynn. A letter had

been filed fron the Barcroft citizens stating that lvirs. try
Fairfax had been contacted and had consented to rent a

roon in her horae for $10.00 per nonth for a eehool . She

further agreed to accept employraent as a teacher and to

provide Janitor senrice for $25.00 per nonth until January

3O, 1908. On the same date Vrrs, Fairfax ras entered on the

payroll. On January 25, 1908, the minutes note the fol1ow,

ingr

'Mrs. ,tny Fairfax is elected to teach at garcroft
as Teacher the barance of the school year. Lga?-09.'

'|r 5 -



Pupils in that first class taught by lirs. Amy Fairfax were

Carolf  son of Yf .  W. Wrightl  Paul 'and Adallme, chi ldren of

Sidney T. Marye; and Edith, daughter of Any Fairfax, all

of the Barcroft Subdivisiollr. A group of at least ten was

requlred for approrral as a school. Thus, to these rere

added Pauline, daughter of Sheriff Palner; Percy and Charles

Tillett, ehildren of a MilI rorkerl Beulah and Danon

Lovelessr child,ren of a railroad workers and Dorothy Payne,

related to the Barcrofts.

On May 23, 1908, Lots 3 and 4, Block D, adjoining the hone

of lf,r. and lt 'rs. Fairfax, were purchased by Trustees of the

llethodist Episcopal Chureh of Bareroft. I}rring the summer

rnonthsr F€sidents of Barcroft aff i l iated with the Arl ington

Methodist  Church and others interested,  jo ined in erect ing

a small oD€-room frane Church on a stone foundation. Tfork

on the Etrueture was done lovingly and reverently, even to

equipping the l i t t le bui lding with nul l ioned windows, round-

ed at the top li lce those of a church. Plans for such a pFo-

iect had begun about 1904 and nany fund-raising affairs had

been held in the colnmunilv toward that end. Iuuch more

would be needed to keep the ehurch a going concern.

Salee of new hones increased ln 1908. Drring the BuEEetr

;hlle the Church was under conEtnrctionr par€nts and the

Schoo1 Board learned that ![rs. Fdirfax would be unable

teach during the next terrn and that her hone would not be

avallable. Anong eppllcations received to teach was

- 6 -



that of lilies Beulah ldarns of Hunter Station in Fairfax

County. On October 3, 1908, a letter nas read at the

Schoo1 Board Meeting fron Lr. Sidney T. ltarye, Secretary of

the Methodist Episcopal. Church of Bareroft, aceepting the

ter:ms of the School Board for rent of the Church Building

for eehool put?oses at $10.00 per nonth. This agreenent

was approved by the Board and it waE ordered that lilr. Ifiarye

be notified. On November 8, 1908, Diiss Beulah Adarns was

aceepted by the Board, as Substitute Teaeher at Barcroft.

She renalned to teach for the fu1l term, the first in the

nevr building.

On Septerrber L7 , 1909, although

nade, liiss Adans was ordered to

neur appllcant, Miss Margaret P.

port as teacher at Barcroft, and

the payroll.

eontraets had not been
- "r'

teaeh at Clarendon, and a

itandy, tE s ordered to f€-

their names were plaeed on

Miss Handy, living with her parents, tvra jor and il.rs. F. A, G.

Handy. who purchased their hone on Arlington Avenue at Fair-

fax Street in April 1908' thus beeane the second to teach

in the Barcroft School. Her brotherr lbederick C. llandyr

had purehased a home the same nonth, adjoining Mr. ![arye,

and her brotherr tfalter K. llandyr purchased the hone adjoln-

ing his father, but facing on GIen Avenue, Ln July of that

year. Ptpils and teacher of that tem reeall a disastrous

Etonn whieh ripped off a goodly portion of the School roof.

! ? -



Until repairs eould be rrade r school was held for some tine

in a nearby home.

The school rhich began with ten First and Second Graders

gfew gradually wlth, e*tbntually, seven Grades in one Foo&.

Itlore Epaee and the assistance of a Eecond teacher became

necessary. By 1913 a small second roon was added in the

rear of the original structure. School Board reeords show

that two teaehers were regplarly enployed to teaeh at

Barcroft from Decernber 1913 to L925p when the School uras

elosed in June.

Oil lamps' hung frorn the beams, were_ first used in the Com-

raunity Houser 8s they were in private homes. In LgLz,

spumed by efforts of Walter K. l iandyl L Petitipn of four-

teen residents ufas presented requesting that poles be add-

ed to extend electr ic l ines fron Colurnbia to Barcroft.  In

1913, he with the help of his brothers and neighborq wired

those f irEt fourteen hones es well  as The Comnunity House.

The 'Cit izens Assoeiation of Barcroft" of ]r9A7 evolved into
'The Barcroft Sehool and Civie League" j.n 19Og at the tine

the new Church Building waa oceupied and knowrr as . "The B4r-

croft Schoo1 Houee'. Untranscribed Minutes of early Deet-

ings existr taken ln Pittuan Shorthand by Major liandyl I

CongresEional Correspondent, prlor to his death in 19L2.

fn 1914r The Bareroft School and Civic League

-  9-



obtained State Certification of Incorporati.on. On August

2l-,  1914, the Tnrstees of the Methodist Episcopal Church

of Barcroft sold the building on Lots j and 4, Block Dr

Barcroft, Virginia, to The Barcroft Sehool and Civic

League.

The original roof with its wooden shingl€s r a dangerous

f ire haz zard, uras replaced ln LgZ6. At that tine r too,

the front stoopr or snall. porch, was repaired and a small,

protective poreh roof rras added. Excavating under the

original room provided spaee 
' to 

instal l  a furnace, !€-

placing the pot-bel l ied stoves that had provided heat up

to that tine. Plurubing uras instal.l"ed in L937 when facili-

t ies were added ln the basement to replace the cold l i t t le

'Chick-Sale" house that had long occupied a corner of the

back ]tard. At that t iner alsor a new eei l ing u/as instal l-

€d, adding to sumtrer and winter eomfort. originally, the

space above the huge cross-beams rose to a peak under the

roof, the underside of whlch uras covered, with grooved par-

elIing, matching the chair-rail height paneJ.ling around the

lower part of the roon.

The enall roon has lost some of its space Eince the stair-

ray to the basenent was installed there, and Bome furtrace

ducts were also run through it. The original larger room

rerrains eseentially the sane.

-9-



Although originally planned aB a Churehr the Barcroft Con-

gregation was not large enough to support a regular ltinis-

ter. Reverend Pier"point, Minister of the Arlington lrtethod-

ist Church, assisted in. the construction and Eerved as

Iiinistemhen he could spare the tiure. Oyer the yearE Bible

Study groups net there, and many young students of the

Episcopal Sheologieal Seninary gained preaehing experience

and helped with young people's groups. Other l i lnisters

who gave tirne and service were [iaurice E. Derr and Lionel

Capers , Episcopal I W. L. Puri€lr Baptist I D. E. Dayr lr,€th-

odistI  and David Hicks, Congregational lst.

In addit ion to rel igious groups E;.t i lding has served as

a ureeting plaee for various organizations '  among then:

Boys CIub
Kiwanis Boys Band
Camp Fire Girls
Gir I  Scouts
Rod and Reel CIub
South  Ar l i ng ton  A .A . ' s
Arneriean Legion

Sponsored by the Barcroft Sehool and Civic League r Conmunity

groups helped to raise funds for eare of the Building by

presenting home talent playsr card part ies, soeial evenings'

sguare danees, and lectures on EubiectE of interest. Young

people had dances for which High School and College Bandg

played.

o 1 0 -



Through the years r The Barcroft School and Civie League has

held its raeetings at The Coununity House. Guest speakers

are frequent visitors r coraing fron varj.ous Departments of

the County or State Governnents or fron one of the nany

Organizations eager to offer inforuration in our diverslfied

8 ? € 3 .

At least three rrernbers of the first class, held in the home

of Mrs. Fairfar, st i l l  survive. Many present residents of

Arlington and the nearby area attended school in the litt le

building rented by the County from 1908 for seventeen years

for  use aE a School .

The Barcroft Comsrunity House has serfed Barcroft and Arling-

ton County well  for Seventy-f ive years as a Church, a Sehool- '

a Connunity gathering place, and as headquartebs for The

Bareroft School and Civic League. I t  is probably best ald

nost lovingly remenbered, however, bV the nany pupils who

attended i t  as "The Bareroft School '  where i ts dedi 'eated

teachers guided nany young feet on the paths to education.

It is believed to be the only original l itt le on€-roon

wooden School. Building reuaining in Arllngton County.

- 1 1 o



Referencee t

Alexa ndtLa/lrrlington County Court Reeords.

Alexand,ria/Lrlington County Sehool Board lv:inutes and Payroll .

ll i ldred ltandy Ritchie, lBarcroft, -Arlinglgn County,--Virginia -
A-tili ig" 

-riiianorp4osish, 
The Arlilgtol Historical fiagaziD€ r

Octoulr-1980, Vol-6 (corrected to ?),  No. I+.

Grateful acknowledgenent is offered for assistanee, with
infornation, of Mrs. Adallrne Marye Robertson and lvlrs.
Charlotte lliauPin .Manning.

-L2-



=
t
€
$
:.
Eq
q

i
E
b
E
.g'3
E
I
tl€

E
f
Q s
t- :E
t t o:s
l -

r3
o ' I
l r i

€s
b t

Y =

E I

9S' i <
t - -€ s

ni

I
I
I

{ .
E
a
t

t
1

l t l
. J I I  J

fiffiffi
:-! L..:-.iiJ :-.:I:
-i#:ff

r4':=r-.-,4.:;--I-l - I

|  .  |  :  I  [ _11  - : ;  :  r  I  {  {  i l  .  . ,
, t t , . ' C - . ' - a i : ]

|TI--: ,- .EI:-:- :=: '
i:T=i . 

-r 
:, 

-1 -i: -'-t
'T=i=';i [_:jI] !:_j5 - r.<'

, . q t t o . l  , r 2 ,  
r t )

I
I
i

I

l

\

o
I

Tz

a . - -  -- r  
i
/ -
I

I
J

F.i' .F  I  e . i

l--



* Gr'
-. tn
't
\
€.
g
a
I

€
,!\,
r.]s
'{

g
g€
la

vl

:
E
f.

€
t

t
lr

fE sge=s33gs==sFFsRsF gE
i A i  =555sEEs-SeeEaEeEs E=.
E i. ; an**;H**H*FFa*F$*s:3H
a g 5 r g - - < - - - - - - < - - - - F - - - . - - SE.E
i ;Hqr H €EEEE eEEE EEE == EE=?€EE H€ E f E 8I E E E E E E E 5 E s E E E Ei:g= *  -a -u =t  = =-= = = = -= == ==-  = ="  

EE
E t€  

C ,  
F  

-  q  -  -  - . . . . 16 r  . - rF r  NN . .N  6 r " ,  
" ,  E  . ,  €o

ag $ tL 
EE-qE 5i !

!"Ei ?iiii E E E Es;gE5€

ifiiIiiiiEEEEE#EggE
fgE .p.!P.P.P.P.P.p.P.p.!. !E=e
r  Es ============;E€

s5=E q  c L  _  E E  t  . -

3E5 E r€E*€*€EEE*s e, ros EEE::;E E F:Ess+s*+iiEEEEf EEEt=:  ! r  o  s  oE Fo .g .g .g .g  E  E  g€{ ; : : : ; ;  d=== '3  €  I  F 'i :* E r E g= E i = I I s$ Ei €,"-F EEf: €;  g F n.a.g.u.a.a.a.a.u.a.g.a.a.ai 'ei  i '  ;€g r


