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Barcroft News

Please join us

at the Community House

for the annual

Barcroft Holiday Party
on Thursday, December 7,

at 7 p.m. (30 minutes earlier

than the usual BSCL meetings).

We'll have food, music, singing,

and a special guest

from the North Pole

(but only if you're good).
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By Chris Siple

The cold weaher nally arrived! I

hope you go all your plans and produce

indoors in me. Anoher mild winer would

suime jus ne.

I you're raveling or Thanksgiving,

drive careully. Since we're all beer han

average drivers, i ollows hamos o he

oher people behind he wheel are more

prone o error han we are.

Our nexmeeng, on December 7,

is he holiday pary. We'll resume regular

meengs in January.
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Community House Fence Painted
By Randy Swar

An inrepid group o en Barcrofers

piched in on a beauul

Sepember 30 day o

pain every picke o he

Communiy House ence.

Thanks go o Ken Ed-

wards (who came wice),

Hanna Foley, Andrew

Huner, Megan Mack,

Michael Nazarez, Eulalia

Sarli (beore and afer

soccer pracce), Helene

Sebbins, Barbara Swar, Randy Swar and

Opel Vincen or helping. They all enjoyed he

glorious all day, had un

chatng ogeher and

have a real sense o ac-

complishmen. The resul

is awesome, as shown in

our phoo o Eulalia cele-

brang he nish.

I you missed ou

on all he un, lea raking

season is approaching.

By Karen Darner

The Clarendon Unied Mehodis

Church (606 Norh Irving Sree) is once

again sponsoring a Chrismas Tree sale o

bene various an-hunger causes in our

communiy. All rees are Frazier rs be-

ween our and eigh ee, wih a ew 10

oo rees included. All are gorgeous! Pick

ou your own ree any weekend

afer Thanksgiving beween

noon and 5 p.m. or weekdays 6

p.m. o 9 p.m. Conac Karen

Darner in Barcrof a 703 271-

5284 i you have quesons.

ChristmasTree Sale
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The Poomac Harmony Chorus (PHC)

would like o invie he communiy o he ol-

lowing a cappella perormances. PHC is a

women's barbershop ensemble based in Ar-

lingon. The audience is wel-

come o sing along or si back

and enjoy he esve music.

A Holiday Sing-Along

Show will be held Saurday,

December 16, a 3 p.m.

aWakeeld High School in Arlingon.

A Holiday Sing-Along will be held a

Springeld Town Cener on Wednesday, De-

cember 20 a 7 p.m.

Holiday Perormances will

ake place a he Willard InerCon-

nenal Hoel in Washingon, D.C.

on Saurday, December 23, rom

5:30 o 6:15 p.m. and 6:45 o 7:30

p.m.

Update from Barcroft Elementary
By Jennier Weber, PTA Co-Presiden

Thank you o all he Barcrof neigh-

bors ha suppored he Barcrof PTA bake

sale on Elecon Day. We loved seeing you!

The unds raised a he bake sale suppor our

new samini-gran program and school en-

richmen acvies.

We hope some o you also enjoyed

seeing he sudens and sa parading around

he neighborhood on Halloween. We look or-

ward o his becoming an annual radion!

Addional acvies in he pasmonh have

included resauran nighs a Disric Taco and

Silver Dinner (wih eachers as servers!), mov-

ie nigh and amily game nigh.

Please join us or he Snowball Sride

5K on December 2. This amily riendly even

sars a Barcrof Elemenary School and runs

ou on he W&OD rail and back. The race will

have exciemen, cosumes, prizes and maybe

a lile snow! Regisraon is now open

a hps://www.dcroadrunners.org/sign-up/

barcrof-5k. Regisraon is $25 or aduls and

$15 or kids.

Have you noced he new Barcrof car

magnes around he neighborhood? You oo

can show your Barcrof pride or only $5. Car

magnes are sold a school evens or you can

email webermoore@gmail.com.

Potomac Harmony Chorus Holiday Sing Along
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Winter is Coming: Barcroft’s Snow Brigade is Ready
The Barcro Snow Brigade is prepar-

ing or his year’s snow evens. The Snow Bri-

gade ocuses on removing snow rom walk-

ways o make hem saer or all o us. Sharon

Tope connecs neighbors requesing assis-

ance wih shoveling heir walks wih neigh-

bors who are willing o lend a helping hand by

doing he heavy liing.

The Snow Brigade is a group o volun-

eers who help our neighbors mee he re-

quiremen o remove snow wihin 24 hours

aer he las snowlake has allen. Since mos

voluneers have day jobs, he iming o shov-

eling snow is a luid arge. Beneis o shov-

eling snow include eeling good abou helping

neighbors, geing exercise, deep breahing,

connecing wih neighbors,

and perorming in he Fourh

o July Parade.

In addiion o round-

ing up our winer has,

gloves, boos, and polishing

our shovels, we have applied

or snow blowers rom he

Couny’s loaner program. We

have wo snow blowers as-

signed o us, which are used

mosly or deep snows. I a

voluneer wans o borrow a

snow blower, you will have o

be rained in is use and sign

a Hold Harmless agreemen

required by he Couny.

Sharon mainains he lis o Snow Bri-

gade cliens and voluneers and is updaing i

or his year. I you have limied abiliy o

shovel snow, conac Sharon wih your name,

address, phone number, and email address i

you have one, so she can add you o he lis. I

you would like o voluneer, provide Sharon

wih he same inormaion and i you have

speciic cliens you plan o help, le her know

ha as well. Sharon will updae he lis and

disribue i by email periodically. I you know

o someone on he lis who no longer lives

here, please le Sharon know.

In addiion o voluneer services,

some neighbors would like o hire someone

o remove snow and call

Sharon or names o people

willing o do so. She would

like o sar a lis o people

who wan o hire ou heir

snow shoveling skills, so i

you’re ineresed, le her

know. You could also run a

ree ad in he Barcro News.

Sharon Tope’s conac inor-

maion is 703-920-2567 and

sope3@verizon.ne.

Members o Barcrof’s Snow

Brigade in he Fourh o July

Parade.
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Wakefield High School Updates
By Susan DuBois

Two evens are scheduled aWake-

eld High School his monh. The Wakeeld

Players producon

o “The Sng” will

sar a 8 p.m. on

December 1, 2, 8

and 9 aWakeeld

High School. Tickes

are available a he box oce beore each

perormance; please come early — we sold

ou or “In he Heighs!”

The Wakeeld Fair Trade Holiday

Shop will be held on December 9 rom 11

a.m. o 3 p.m. This suden-led Fair will ea-

ure air rade crafs and gifs (including

10,000 Villages). All proceeds bene suden

acvies.

We will also be collecng winer

coas, gifs or local eens in need and genly

used spors gear, all par o he sudens’

Senior Projecs. Please join us o celebrae

heir iniave and desire o give back, and

also o purchase some gifs or he holidays!

We also hope o have poinsetas available in

suppor o he music program.

Quesons? Conac Susan DuBois

a Susan.dubois@mac.com
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From he Plan NOVA Natves Campaign

I you only have me o do one hing

o suppor wild-

lie in your yard,

le i be o plan

a nave ree.

The ben-

es o rees in

general are obvi-

ous: in addion

o providing

shade and year-

round beauy,

hey cool he

environmen,

soak up green-

house gases, and

provide ruis and sheler or birds and oher

wildlie. Bu rees ha are nave o our area

go ar beyond ha. Unlike rees rom oher

connens, a ree ha is nave o Virginia can

suppor asonishing numbers o Virginia na-

ve insecs. And insecs – especially caerpil-

lars – are wha songbirds eed heir babies. No

nave plans, no caerpillars; no caerpillars,

no baby birds. And no bueries eiher, o

course!

Norhern Virginia is blessed wih nu-

merous nave rees, wih choices or every

landscaping need. Fall is a good me o plan

many o hem. Deails on hose rees and on

he bes planng mehods are available

a hp://www.plannovanaves.org/

rees.hml

One-Stop Environmentalism: Plant a NativeTree

Lecture on the Effects of Humans on Earth

“Living in he Anhropocene” will be

presened on January 18, 2018, in he

Fairlingon Communiy Cener,

Room 118, rom 7 o 8:30 p.m.

The Communiy Cener is locaed

a 3308 Souh Saord Sree.

Arlingonians or a Clean-

er Environmen (ACE) is pleased

o sponsor a alk by Smihsonian

Museum o Naural Hisory Cura-

or and Research BoanisW. John Kress. He

will expand on ideas in his new book “Living in

he Anhropocene: Earh in he Age o Hu-

mans.” The book explains he An-

hropocene by presening paleon-

ological, hisorical, and conem-

porary views o various human

eecs on Earh and how socie-

ies are responding and adaping

o hese changes. Kress will oer

a look oward he uure o our

environmen and our own lives.



8Barcroft News

You can make he holiday season a

lile happier or some o Arlingon's mos

vulnerable residens by aking par in he

Deparmen o Human Services' Secre Sana

Program.

How iworks: Donae gi cards rom

area sores — grocery sores, drug sores,

clohing sores and Targe— all work grea --

and he Deparmen o Human Services dis-

ribues hem o more han 1,000 needy indi-

viduals in he communiy in he holiday sea-

son. You can also send a check made ou o

"Arlingon Couny Treasurer - Secre Sana."

Who i helps: 1) Children in Foser

Care, 2) People wih Disabiliies and Seniors

wih Low Incomes, and 3) Families wih Low

Incomes. Gis cards should no exceed $25

each, bu you can submi as many as you like.

Donaions are generally ax deducible.

Please send gis by December 15

and include a reurn mail address or e-mail

address so we can send you a hank you noe

and a ax receip!

Mail or deliver gi cards/checks by

December 15 o: Secre Sana Program c/o

Kur Larrick, Deparmen o Human Services

2100 Washingon Blvd., 4h Floor,

Arlingon, VA 22204. Quesions? Conac Kur

Larrick a 703-228-1775.

Secret Santa Program for Neighbors in Need
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Twas he nigh beore Chrismas and

all hrough he house, no a creaure was

srring, no even a mouse. Would you like o

no sr all nigh? Join us wih leading sleep

exper Dr. Sein as he discusses he how,

wha, where and whys o sleep in his lec-

ure: Sleep, A Fanasc Cure wih Law-

rence M Sein, MD, FACP, FCCP, FAA, Di-

recor Sleep Lab, Virginia Hospial Cener.

This December 15 lecure, which

is par o he Healhy Aging Series, will be

a Virginia Hospial Cener’s Carlin

Springs Campus, 601 Souh Carlin Springs

Road, Arlingon (Urgen Care enrance). The

lecure is rom 11 a.m. o 12 noon. Please

RSVP a 703-558-6859 or by emailing

gbeck@virginiahospialcener.com.

Virginia Hospital Center Lecture: Sleep

Juliet’s Housecleaning Service 
Honest, more than 10 years experience
with Excellent Barcroft-area References  

LOW RATES!  
Weekly, biweekly, monthly, or one-time

cleaning. 
 
Call anytime:  703-628-3434, 
  703-354-3225, or  
  571-236-3700  
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The children o Our Savior Luheran

School (OSLS) invie he neighborhood o

heir annual Chrismas program on Wednes-

day, December 20. The sudens have been

working hard on learning songs and wan o

spread he love o Chrismas hrough heir

angelic voices. The program – Journey o he

Cener o Chrismas will be held a Our Sav-

ior Luheran Church, locaed across he park-

ing lo rom our school, wih perormances

a 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. The even is ree and

everyone is welcome.

Please join us a Our Savior Luheran

Church or Chrismas worship services. We

have Chrismas Eve services on December 24

a 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. There will also be a

Chrismas Day service on December 25 a 10

a.m.

Mark your calendars. Our Savior Lu-

heran School is holding an Open House or

all prospecve sudens and heir parens on

Saurday, January 27, rom 9 a.m. o Noon.

A ha me, applicaons will be acceped

or he 2018-2019 school year rom grades

Pre K hrough 8h. This is an opporuniy our

he school, mee he eachers, see he class-

rooms, and ask quesons. OSLS was esab-

lished in 1952 and has a diverse suden

body. We are ully accredied, licensed, and

bonded and also oer beore and afer

school care. OSLS is non-discriminaory in

enrollmen and we welcome he chance o

show you around our school i you are look-

ing or a Chrisan educaon or your child.

We are locaed a 825 Souh Taylor Sree.

Merry Christmas and Happy NewYear from OSLS

Neighbor to Neighbor Listings
These listngs are free o BSCL members, and

run on a space-available basis. The listngs run

for hree issues unless removal, renewal or

updae is requesed. Email listngs and renew-

als o edior@bscl.org.

Barcrof residens willing o ca or dog si

while you are away -- overnigh, a weekend

or a week, jus le us know your plans. Please

conac saunders@hers.com or call 202-779-

5604.

Barcrof Residen Dog Walker: Hello neigh-

bors! I have recenly moved o Barcrof and

have space available or new cliens. I have 14

years experience running my own dog walk-

ing/pe sitng business in Washingon, and

am excied o begin in Arlingon. Any and all

pe services can be provided. Conac David

McCreigh a 202-413-9179 or hedoggiedad-

dy@yahoo.com.

Contnued on Page 11
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Barcrot School and Civic League
800 South Buchanan Street
Arlington, VA 22204

When is the right time to buy a home?
Market factors are influencing consumer purchasing
choices; some buyers delay buying a home due to
increasing rates and high prices, while others want
to lock in low rates and buy now. The current local
housing market is more balanced and 30 year fixed
rates are at 4%. In the 4th quarter, buyers have less
competition compared to mid-January when in-
creased buyer activity starts. Single-family and town-
houses have each appreciated in price nearly 30%, at
2.8% annually, since their low in 2009, while the
condo sector grew 18%, at 1.8%. Condo values have
stalled significantly in the past four years. Since June
2013, condo values have decreased about 3% or
0.8% annually on average. Local home prices have
certainly risen faster than income and wage growth.
Eventually prices may reach a point where many
won’t buy, slowing down price growth. Homebuyers
may choose to live in regions offering job opportu-
nities with a cheaper cost of living. Domestic

outmigration: Each year since 2011, more domestic
residents are leaving the NVAR region than moving
in from elsewhere in the US; resulting in a net de-
crease of about 25,000 people domestically. While a
slowdown in price growth benefits the affordability
of the real estate market, residents avoiding the re-
gion is not ideal for the overall local economy. If
you are in the market to buy or sell a home, get an
expert on your side who can walk you through the
entire process from start to finish—we can help!
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