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Barcrof t  is  a quiet  res ident ia l  conrnuni ty  wi th an in t r igu ing h is tory.
But vi tal to i ts continual growth as a community, and vital to the maintenance
of  i ts  reputat ion as a " f r iendly"  comnruni tyr  is  the real izat ion that  i ts
story needs to be shared so that Barcroft can continue to make hietory. The
ult imate purpose of this research is to st imulate cornmunity interest in
Barc ro f t ' s  h i s to ry  wh ich  in  tu rn  w i l l  hope fu l l y  e id  Barc ro f t ' s  ac t i ve  c i v i c
associat ion 's  goal  o f  ne ighborhood conservat ion.2

H I STORY

Early in the 1700's the area which is now Barcroft was owned by John
Todd.3 Doctor  Michael  Dunghi l - l  (Dangi l l?)4 l ived on Todd's  land as Todd's
tenant because most property owners did not l ive on the land they
accumulated.  "Doctor 's  Branch",  a  s t ream which ran just  east  of  South George
t ' tason lr ive r was named f or this doctor. Al, though there is no visible stream
today where there once was, there is a small  park across from Barcroft
Apar tments on South George Mason Dr ive named "Doctor ts  Branch".  Doctor 's
Branchr the stream, was danuned up by a man named Piper to bui ld a 1ake.5

With the continuum of t ime, George Wastr ington obtained this tract of land
aLong Four Mile Run. Some say George Washington adopted his grandson, George
Washington Parke Cust is ,  a f ter  John Parke Cust is  d ied.  In  any event ,  George
Washington Parke Cust is  inher i ted the Four  Mi le  Run t ract  f rom Washington.
G.W.P.  Cus t i s  a l so  inher i ted  one- th i rd  o f  the  Ab ing ton  es ta te  h is  fa the r  had
purchased. [ Ie bui l t  a home on this property and cal led i t  "Arl ingt,on". Mary
Anne Randolph Cust is  marr ied Robert  E.  Lee in  183I .  She was the hei ress to
"Ar l ington"  which meant  Robert  E.  Lee would become executor  (or  master-but  not
owner )  o f  the  es ta te .

In  f836 ,  George  Wash ing ton  Parke  Cus t i s  bu i l t  a  g r i s t  m i l l  on  h is  t rac t
of land at Four Mile Run and Columbia Pike. (Columbia Pike was chartered by
Congress in  1808 to connect  l^ Iashington,  D.C.  wi th L i t t le  River  Turnpike.
Because Columbia Pike ytas a lso a turnpike,  toL ls  were charged for  i ts  use.)
G . W . P .  C u s t i s  d i e d  i n  1 8 5 7 .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  C . B .  R o s e l  J r . 1  t h e  C u s t i s  g r i s t
miLl was destroyed during an attack on a Federal outpost by a Confederate
scou t ing  par ty  on  June  2 ,1861 .o  Other  sources  say  the  m i lL  nas  des t royed
as the supposed proper ty  of  Robert  E.  Lee,  but  to  cont inue wi th the story
Cust is  Lee inher i ted i t  f rom his  Cust is  re lat ives.
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Dr. John W. Barcrof t  moved to Fairf  ax County, Virginia in 18{+9, where he
buil t ,  owned and operated a mil l  approximatety f ive miles from where the
Cus t i s  m i l l  nas  bu i l t . /  One  can  s t i l l  see  the  e f fec t  o f  Barc ro f t ' s  move  to
Fairfax County. Many things in Fairfarc County along Columbia Pike bear his
n€rme: Lake Barcroft,  Barcroft PLaza, Barcroft Plaza Apartnents, Barcroft
Terrace and Barcrof t  V iew Terrace.  (The last  two l is ted are s t reet  names.  )
During the Civi l  War, his mil l  tras destroyed and Dr. BarcrofL returned to his
native New Jersey. He returned to Virginia after t ,he Civi l  War and in 1880 he
bought  the Cust is  mi l l  f rom Cust is  Lee.  Barcrof t  bu i l t  a  new mi l l  on the
foundat ions of  the Cust is  mi l l .  A lso,  Barcrof t  bu i l t  a  house up the h i l l  f rom
the mil l ,  north of Colurnbia Pike, between Greenbrier and Dinwiddie
Streets.S (A shopping p laza now replaces the Barcrof t  home.)9 The
Barcroft home discussed above is west of Four Mil .e Run, outside the present
Barcroft comnunity boundary, but since i t ,  is the namesake's home it  deserves
mention. Barcroft operated the mil lr  but twice rented i t  out to a Mr. Newlon.
In 1886,  Barcrof t  bu i l t  a  home for  Mr.  Newlon,  then operator  of  the mi l l .

The rai lroad had been establ ished in Arl ington County since L850. The
stat ion (of the Washington and 01d Dominion Railroad) at Barcroft was
or ig ina l l y  ca l led  Ar l i ng ton  M i11  S ta t ion  (1865) ,  then  Ar l i ng ton  S ta t ion  (1900)
and f ina l ly  Barcrof t  Stat ion (1903) .  The dates suppl ied here are taken f rom
maps which the Arl ington Central Library possess and copies of these maps are
inc luded in  th is  repor t .

At t ,his point, I  would l ike to make some recgmrnendations concerning the
cont inued research of  the h is tory of  Barcrof t .  F i rs t ,  one source far  f rom
exhausted is the Arl ington Historical t4agazine. This magazine contains
several art icles on Barcroft which I wa6 unable to study in depth due to lack
of  t ime.  The b ib l iographies and footnotes of  the sources used in  th is  repor t
should be examined, for what one person did not ut i l ize, anoEher may see as a
rounding-out  e lement ,  a  fact  that  may complete or  pol ish (add f iness to)  the
h i s t o r y .

Also,  research should be conducted at  t ,he Nat ional  Archives--especia l ly
for those famil ies who had relat ives whom worked for government agencies.
tthi le no information on part icular people rnay appear in the original sources,
one never knows what he may discover on a community, the ageocy i tself ,  etc.
and st i l l  be something that  per ta ins to  h ie research.  Plusr  at r I  in format ion
discovered would be f rom pr imary sources instead of  secondary sources.  I f  one
knows which government agency and the time period to be researched, the
archivists can easi ly f ind the record groups that may be valuable to your
research. The Department of Agriculture records at the National Archives
could be researched for the year 1928 when Columbia Pike was concreted as a
test  program ( in f luenced by Wal ter  l landy,  a res ident  of  Barcrof t ) .  I t ,  may be
that research at the National Archives would prove unfruit ful,  but i t  remains
an unexplored source. The l ibrary of Congress would be another valuable
ef for t  o f  research,  especia l ly  s ince Congress char tered Colurnbia Pike across
the Cust is  Estate in  1808,  and for  the mere fact  o f  the,vol .urne and var ie ty  of
the i r  possess ions .

A cont inuat ion of  Barcrof t 's  h is tory can be found in  the text  below
ent i t led Histor ic  Developmen. l ! .
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S I ZE AI{D APPEARAI{CE

Barcroft ie located bet$een South George Mason Drive (ae its eaaBern
bouodary) and Four Mile Run (ae its vestern boundary). South George ltaaon
Drive bends to lotersect wilh Four Mlle Run to forn Barcroft's southern
bouDdary. The northern boundary of Barcroft consists of an iavisible border
betyeen S. Aberdeen Street and S. Abington Street (S. Abington being within
the Barcroft conmunity).

The Barcroft residents strould be proud of the appearance of their
comunity for their homes are neat and well-grooned although many of the homeg
are "compacted" together which does not allow for nuch yard to landscape for
purely aesthetic purposes. Only four of the single home dwellings are visibly
deteriorating (to the point of offensive) and need reparatlons. Unfortunately
one of the6e properties in need of repair ie one of lhe eight properties etll1
reoaining of those bullt between 1905-1908. T'lre apartoent conplexee, shopping
plaza and corunercial centers along Columbla Pike, while not beautiful or
uaique in an artistic or arcbitectural sense, are well-nalntalned.

There are sone families that can claim lineage frorn the firet fanilies of
Barcroft.lo But aa Barcroft expands, it ls beconing a transient
neighborhood one reason belng Barcroft i6 part of the Washington D.C.
MeEropolitan arear tvhl.ch means people are constantly locatlng and relocating
to conduct their business near the nation's capital. Ttre apartment
cocplexes(4) in Barcroft along Columbia Pike werg possibly built as a responae
to the needs of the growing conrnunity and area."

Another interesting facet of Barcroft is the Asian population now
residing there, evidenced in comnercial  and socis l  aspects of  l i fe,  such as
the Asian church on Wakefield Street and the sushi bar on Columbla Plke.
Perbaps an interesting toplc of research for the Barcroft conrnunity would be
the migration of its Asian population into Barcroft

!  s2101002877262t  !
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IIISTORIC DEVELOPMENT

East of Four Mile Run and the Barcroft mil l ,  Frank Corbett owned a L62
acre farm cal led Cedar Hi l l .  I Ie  and h is  fa ther  and brothers came to Nor thern
Virg in ia in  1850.  About  1892 he subdiv ided par t  o f  h is  farn on the nor thern
s ide of  Columbia Pike and sold lo ts  (s ize of  each lo t  be ing approx imate ly  50
by 100) .  This  subdiv is ion of  Cedar t l i l l  had four  nor th-south running st reets
and  one  eas t -wes t  s t ree t .  (See  i l l us t ra t ion . )  tn  1898 ,  "Corbe t t "  as  the
comruni ty  was cal led was of f  ic ia l ly  a posta l  v iL lage.

In 1893,  Char les and L iset ta Kolb 'bought  the nor th edge of  the Cedar Hi l l
estate and they cal led thei r  home "Woodmeade".  In  1895r  Annie Doremus bui l t  a
house on Arl ington Avenue at Fairfax Street (now Buchanan and ?ttr Street S.).
She married Sidney Marye. fn 1899, Edgar Klemroth moved across from the
Maryes.

A f te r  F rank  Corbe t t  d ied ,  h i s  es ta te  was  so ld  (1903)  to  Mrs .  Abb ie  G.
Fox, who re-subdivided the subdivision and now the cornmunity was renamed
Barcrof t .  (See 1901 and 1903 maps below.  )  At  th is  t ime some of  the st reet
narnes of the neighborhood were changed.

Across f rom the Cedar Hi l l  estate,  a long Columbia Pike--but  to  the
east- - l ived Sher i f f  B i1 l ,y  Palmer.  (Barcrof  t  Apar tments was Palmer 's  cow
f ie ld.  )  S ledding par t ies in  the winter  begun on Palmers cow f ie ld  and ended
dorrn the h i l l  near  Doctor 's  Branch.  In  1903,  Bar6rof t  was a quiet

agr icu l tura l  communi ty .  Accord ing to Mi ldred Ri tch ie,  Barcrof t  a t  th is  t ime

cons is ted  o f  the  m i t1 ,  ra i l road  s ta t ion ,  s i x  sca t te red  houses ,  a  b lacksmi th
and a grocery-dry goods store run by Oscar  Har ing. l l  Oscar  l lar ing 's  s tore
also served as the post  of f ice.  Barcrof t  c la imed two swinuning holes--one
be ing  a t  Barc ro f t ' s  m i l l .  The  ch iLdren  used  the  wa te r  whee l  to  d i ve  o f f .  I t
is  sa id that  th is  water  wheel  was the largest  on the eastern seaboard.  Behind
the mil l  t{as a quarry.

Eddie Har ing publ ished the f i rs t  local  paper  "The Barcrof t  News" in
1904.  As Ehe communi ty  cont inued to grow,  i t  grew to the nor th of  Columbia
Pike on higher ground

Two bui lders ca lne to Barcrof t .  Steven P.  Wr ight ,  son- in- law of  Abbie Fox
brought B.F. Perrow into the community. Perrow was t,o have bui l t  several rock
houses in  the Barcrof t  area.  In  1904,  Wr ight  adver t ised tvo-story sunmer
cot tages wi th two and three bedrooms in  the Barcrof t  News.12 The other
bui lder prominent in the area was Walter O'Hara, who added t,he northern
Barcrof t  d iv is ion.  Between 1914 and L925,  1501000 houses were erected.  Many
of  these were "bungalow types" .13

In 1909,  Barcrof t  extended east .  Two nor th-south s t reets were added f rom
Columbia Pike (now Taylor Street and George Mason Drive). Brooke and Fairfax
Streets were extended eastward.

! s2r.01002877262t!



The Handy's arr ived in 1908. Frederick l landy purchased a home south of r

the Maryes.  His  son,  Wal ter ,  bu i l t  a  home next  to  h is ,  buE fac ing Glen
Avenue. Walter l landy was an active resident. He was a charter member of the
Barcrof t  School  and Civ ic  League.  (Stephen Wright  was Pres ident  of  The
Ci t i zens  Assoc iaE ion  o f  Barc ro f t . )  Wi th  the  suppor t  o f  th i s  g rouP,  the
Corrnunity House was bui l t  in 1908 and was used as a school and church and for v

socia l  events l ike Saturday evening dances.  f t  was ut i l ized as a school  unt i l
L924 when the present  Barcrof t  school  vras bui l t .  Barcrof t  s t i l l  has an act ive
c iv i c  assoc ia t ion  w i th  a  membersh ip  o f  abou t  250 .14

Wal ter  l landy was an e lect r ic ian by t rade.  In  1914,  he wired houses in
Barcrof t  for  e lect r ic i ty .  Another  technologica l  advance that  came to Barcrof t
in  1917-1918 was the te lephone.  Six  customers s igned up per  l ine.

Since many of  the houses were heated by wood or  coal ,  f i res were to be
expected and so many of  the or ig inal  Barcrof t  proper t ies have been lost :

1916--Large home beyond Corbet t  farm destroyed by f i re
1919--Corbet t  farm house destroyed
192s--Presbyter ian church bui l t  by Frank l la le  in  1903 destroyed
1926- -The  o ld  Barc ro f t  m i lL  was  comp le te ly  des t royed

Robert May moved to the conwrunity around 1919-1920. Ee and his wife
star ted the A B & W bus l ine.  They insta l led a gas pumP in the i r  back yard

anC carr ied people to  D.C.  a long Columbia Pike ip ,  t  s tat ion wagon.  He charged
f i ve  cen ts  fo r  one  t r i p  in to  D .C.  and  o f ten  took  schoo l  ch i ld ren  f ree  o f
charge.  He eventual ly  so ld the l ine to Metro.  Macadam had noE come to the

area yet ,  but ,  in  1928 Wal ter  Handy persuaded contacts at  the Department  of
Agr icu l ture to  use Columbia Pike as par t  o f  a  test  Progran us ing concrete as a
road sur fac ing technique.  Columbia Pike before that  had been a dusty road.

More development  occurred af ter  the th i r t ies.  A new use tdas found for
the foundat ions of  the miL l  as an ice house.  Barcrof t  Apar tments were bui l t
in  the 1930's  and 1940's  by the Delashmutts .  Thomas Delashmutt  was an
engineer who came to Northern Virginia at the turn of the century and saw a
need for  co lonia l  v i l lage garden aPartments.

There are a few f ina l  notes about  the communi ty 's  development .  In  1940t
a shopping p laza was bui l t .  Residents of  the communi ty  donated George Mason
Dr ive and f ive acres across the dr ive to the Park System, A 1950 Planning
repor t  i s  enc tosed  in  th i s  repor t .  In  compar i son  to  today 's  Barc ro f t ,  two
changes have occurred...George Mason Drive is now completed and the number of
homes have increased.

For  a complete narrat ion of  par t icu lar  ind iv iduals  who bui l t  in  the Barcrof t
a rea  see  Mi ld red  R i t ch ie ' s  a r t i c le  in  the  Ar l i ng ton  H is to r i ca l  Magaz ine  Vo l .  6
No.  4  en t i t l ed  Barc ro f t .  A r l i nF ton  Coun tv .  V i rg in ia :  A  V i l l age  Metamorphos is .

!  s2101002877262E!
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Many of those early records are incomplete or unavailable. The following
list has been compiled from School Board Books, supplemented by personal
knowledge of former pupils and of some of the teachers themselves.

Tercher.Prlnclpd

Mrs. Amy Fairfax
Miss Beulah Adams
Miss Margaret Handy
Miss Annie Beattie
Miss Annie Beattie
Miss Annie Beattie
Miss Annie Beatti6

Miss Julia Banks
Mrs. Eppa Tracey
Mri. Eppa Tracey
Mrs. Susie Hunter
Mrs. Susie Hunter

Miss Grace Croswell 2 Room l9lll9l4
Miss Grace Croswell Miss Mary Eastlack 2 Room l9l+l9ls
Miss Grace Croswell Miss Mary Eastlack 2 Room 1915-1916
Miss Grace Croswell Miss Mary Eastlack 2 Room 19161917
Miss Elizabeth Hancock Miss Mary Eastlack 2 Room lgt7-lglg
Miss Elizabeth Hancock Miss Minnie Dunavant 2 Room lglg-t919
Miss Alma Barefoot Miss Minnie Dunavan t 2 Room t9l9-1920

Tcrcher School Yeer

Fairfax Home 1907-1908
I Room 1908-1909
I Room 190+19t0
I Room lglGlgl I
I  Room tg l  l - t9 t2
I  Room l9 l2- t913

Miss Minnie Dunavant 2 Room lg}Ulg2l
Miss Minnie Dunavant 2 Room lg}l-lg2}
Miss Alice Snyder 2 Room lgZZ-1923
Miss Elizabeth Buus 2 Room lg2}lg}4
Miss Elizabeth Butrs 2 Room 1924-1925

32

Rtr-c t t tE h>r tc t6 tN e4! !6t !  W Uc,
Nc,1, 8c g PtlorocF.n/|/ F ClrnryruutrY tlotug,

These dedicated women taught in the period from 1907 ro 1925, in a home
and in "the Barcroft Community House" from the time a school was first
authorized in Barcroft unti l the opening of rhe ne*, brick school in 1925.6

-fAtG N FEottr,
t q 80 , Vor, 1r,,

The Earcrc,ft ScAoo/. l92l . Calisthenics fc,r pupils
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Miss Minnie Dunavant taught the lower grades for four yeans. l9l8-22
During her teaching years she resided with her sister, Mrs. Yates, on the pike
and later on Spring Street. Now in her 80's, she lives with her son and his family.

CONTRACT WTTH TEACHERS I(FOR COUNTIESI
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STREET NAI"IES 0F BARCRoFT, THEN Al-lD NOW

NEW

S. TAYLOR
hIAKEFIELD
BUCHANAN
PERSIIING
S. GEORGE MASON DRIVE
9th st reet
4 th  S t ree t
3 rd  S tee t

OLD

HIGH ST., HIGH TERRACE
SPRING DRIVE
ARLINGTON AVENUE
CATHCART ROAD
MAGNOLIA AVENUE
CEDAR
oAK/P0PLAR/PrNE
SPRTNG ST. /MAPLE ST.

L932 STREET NAME CHANGES
(taken from 1"1. Ritchiers art icle in the Arl ington

Histor ica l -  Magazine,  1980,  vo l .  6 ,  I1o.  4)

Arlington Avenue became S. Buchanan
Spring Avenue became S. Wakefield
Fai r fax becane Ninth St .  S.
Glen Avenue became Eighth Road S.
Brooke  S t .  became E igh th  S t ree t ,  S .
Maple St .  became Seventh St .  S.

. n  
' ' '  t



'llrcN FFon he Ur,tvtlBq DIA*trutuJ DrtrfUc;rt Repfr *l 
l?r-,

PI-A$NI!tr DJSIRIS-I I{.). -?1

BARCROFI

This dlstrl.ct ls v"'eII deflned by its boundartes" Arllrgton Hall and th€'

Feur Mlte Rr.rn Ve,IIey llnit access to tiris district. SinEle fanily reeidencee

sake up this ateao Bel c.soft School le its focal potnt "

Shopplng facitltles orcr presentty fou*J on Colmbla Fike and ln Arlln9-'

ton For.est' There aay ter sc,ti,G difficul'i.y in using the Artington FOi:eet cerF

tcr, howerrerr 3i Arlingtr;n Douleva:"cl h'E::crr::3 tinlteC 6qgg!:ie

Georger l.bscn [rrive, u;ri:h is frGt ca:pletal tirrough tl::-s

expectgd to catl! IrrJ.:h oi'tli,? traffic tit*':. n?t l'iinC; itS tu:ry

erec along Pershlng Drivc, lll,:[:ef ieid an'] F'-r:hanan St:eets.

F ieCseei t icn  fec j l i t i cs  e . :e  fcur ,C Ci r  t i .+  r , ;s i r ,c f  th is  i i :s t : : . : 'L  i r , t .L . ,?  FOur

ll i Ie Frn ! 'eLle,y anC c:l t.}. i , e:: i  in e rs3:ti ' , !5' p::r ' ;hlse<! pll i 'Gi,! of l;.ni l frc=

Ar'l ington t{all t: l i} l tery l lesa::trat' iorro

EiiJiJDAEI

Beglnning at tlre int.ersq:ct ion oi' G lebe Roecl anC Ar'lin Stcn Brule'viird,

therrce soutli e lcrlr ..:he boundary of tho Ar I in;t'on Pol l Rese.:vation and said

I lr-'c cxt.errCeci tc Cc. unbi.:: Pii:e, t-',enr:c t.c GelrEe ll,ascn Dt i';e, thence t'"':gt cn

Cc i tsbia pilte to tnr; fie:,i.!.ngton end C:i D;n!.i:! on Bal Ltcai, tileiice nc,rtl.';regt

along t1le ttashlngtorr ani Oic: Doc'inicn Beik'oeC to the branclr of Four.llile Run

betr.pan Aberdeerr ooC Abingcicn Streels., tha.rce north along this streagt valtey

to Arlingtcn Boulevlrr.d, therr;* east otr F;rington Boulevar'c to the puin'r' of

beglnning "

dist r ic t ,  1s

th::ouElr tl-,is

(ozl



Gross Area g2

Vacant Farcel s' L' 
25.t

l{o. of Vacant lats 
61

Cg$ttv-OFed Facl lt ties

SE|)g3.lg

Barcroft Elaentary

Total School

PaIte,E LISIg&g$$l
t /

Ar[ngton ilall"

Park Glen

Acres Populai i cn ?*l-5[i

Fotential Populat ion
under' prosent zonlng

?.$nh

2r600

3fm

Total Parks & PlaYgrounds

Total Cou:tp61"51*;

5.2 Acres

2.6 Acres

9.0 Asres

5" 2 Acres

.J0.6 Acres

l5,A Acres

tt q"l$, Plfl'Slll',l3 PRSLEIIg

hoviston of the Gecrge illason Drive route between Arttngtcn Bouletrar'i

anci Coltdia Pike thro'.l3lr a portion of Arllngrton HaIt thet mill have Bini-

rn.rD deterioratlng ef f eet on resldenti a ! va ! u: s "

Minlnize effects of ArlinEton Hal! ec'l,lvitles cn *,a Eunounding area'

Parklng by Arlington H:II enployees througlro'.1t. sumounriirrg residential areas

ha; createi a mst seilous deterlor'ating, eff ect cn those surrourrdings.

Actlve raci.eatron areas are needes by the further developrent of exist-

ing gites.

REQIIT.IENDATIONS

It ls ReccnupnCeC t}rat thts area retaln its baslc tand use

it be clasglfiar a coneervation distr'ict, anci that tt be placed

CI a ss IV for st'..rdy.

Y Agreoonts have been nade to Frchase tn addltlonal I aqres
Arllngton Hall Resenrtlon $rhich will brtng thls figtue to

(  63)

patterrrr that

ln Frloitty

of lard froo
10"6"



IDENTIFICATION OT PROPERTIES

Barc ro f t  i s  mos t ty  a  newer  (1950  to  p resen t )  res iden t ia l

comruni ty- -especiaLly  the nor thern sector  which consis ts  of  many br ick,  two

story sytnmetrical ly balanced homes. There are some newer homes with their oefn

d is t inc t  pe rsona l  i t y te .  (See  p ic tu res . )  Ano ther  pa r t  o f  the  newer  sec t ion

is  Barcro i t  Estates i towntrouses)  and one- f loor  ranch-styLe houses(a long

Pershing Dr ive going towards Ar l ington Boulevard) .

Around Barcroft school, many of the homes are cottages(or bungalow-type

see footnote th i r teen)  probably  two-story,  wi th  one and two dormers.  Some are

wood f rarne and others were made wlth brick.

Three churches are in the cornmunity: an Asian church on Wakefield' a

Lutheran church on Taylor Street and an Unitarian church on lst Place. As for

comrercial enterprisei in the area, most businesses are located along Columbia
pike,  for  exampLe severa l  serv ice s tat ions,  a sushi  bar ,  and the Food Star

pLaza which has a barber and a Rite Aid and laundry faci l i t ies located in i t .

A Seven-Eleven is located across from Barcroft Apartments on George Mason

Drive. The OgZt+) Barcrof t  School is located on Wakef ield. An addit ion was

added  to  the  schoo l  i n  the  1950 's .

Four apartment complexes stand along Columbia Pike. Buchanan Gardenst

br ick apar tment  bui ld ings,  is  located on the west  s ide of  Buchanan Street , .  On

the 
""r l  

side of Buchanan, across from Buchanan Gardens is Cohsnbia Parkt

which has mult i- levels compared to the bi- leve1'I iuchanan Gardens. Wakefield

Towers stands along Columbia Pike across f rom Barcrof t  Apartment,s. Wakef ield

Towers is  a lso mul t i - leveled compared to Barcrof t  Apts.  which consis t  main ly

of  b i  and t r i - level  garden apar tments.  In  the 1930's  Barcrof t  aPartments

were consEructed of  br ick;  the 1943 secEion of  Barcrof t ,  was constructed of

wood which incurred many problems and was of a -Poor qlral i ty. The later

sect i6ns of  Barcrof t  apar tments were constructed of  s teel  beams and c inder

b l o c k .

Two recreat ional  fac i l i t ies are located in  Barcrof t - -one has a l ready been

ment ioned,  Doctor 's  Branch.  The other  is  the Four  Mi le  Run t ra i l  which is

cal led rhe W & O D Railroad Regional Park innrediately east of the 1940 bridge

buil t  over Four Mile Run on Columbia Pike.

Concern ing h is tor ica l  proper t ies,  on ly  e ight  of  the or ig inal  rernain.16

Historical markers have been placed at the corner of Four Mile Run and

Colunbia pike denoting the Arl ington Mil l  and the neighborhood of Barcroft.

Three houses bui l t  in Ehe early 1900's remain on Buchanan Street '  the

Comnuni ty llouse s til l s tands , and a property behind the Conunrni ty House

remains. These houses are wood frame, two-story homes. 910 S. Buchanan has a

wonderful double porch (or a porch and balconey) t ,o i ts southern side. A part,

o f  an or ig inal  proper ty  can be seen on Columbia Pike.  The bui ld ing is  now a

sushi bar, but i f  as you drive east on Colubi,a Pike you look back you can see

the gabled roof  of  a  wood f rame two-story house.  The Ar l ington/Barcrof t  mi l I

is  sa id to  have stood where now Watson Motors is  (4961 Columbia Pike) .  Watson

)lotors is a vol.kswagon garage which sits near the edge of a steep ravine

looking into Four Mile Run.

I  s2101002877262E1
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RECOMT,IENDATIONS

As a whole,  I  do not  bel ieve the Conrnuni ty  of  Barcrof t  should apply  for
h is to r i c  d i s t r i c t .  I  do  be l ieve ,  however ,  tha t  a  few o f  the  o r ig ina l
proper t ies should be nominat ,ed for  the Nat ional  Register ,  esPecia l ly  the
Cormuni ty  l louse.  Cr i ter ia  for  the Nat ional  Register  is  s tated as suchS "A)  A
proper ty  may be regis tered i f  i t  is  associated wi th events that  have made a
s ign i f i can t  con t r ibu t ion  to  the  b road  pa t te rns  o f  ou r  h i s to ry . "  I  f ee l  th i s
properLy as a school ,  church and socia l  center  meets th is  requi rement .

Anot ,her  recommendat ion fo l lows an ear l ier  recommendat ion to cont inue
h is to r i ca l  research  on  Barc ro f t .  T i t l e ' searches  shou ld  be  conduc ted  a t  the
Court  l louse on the e ight  or ig inal  proper t ies as an a id i f  someone decides to
make appl icat ion of  the i r  proper ty  to  the Nat ional  Register .  This  has a l ready
been completed f or the Conununity l louse, but f  or the other propert ies i t  would
c lar i fy  the somewhat  inconsis tent  dates of  or ig in  and proper ty  owners.  A lso
t , i t le  searches could be conducted on a sampl ing of  the cot tage/bungalow type
houses for  fu ture appl icat ion or  presentat ion.

A f inal recommendation is conununity education with the goal of increased
cornmuni ty  suppor t .  Perhaps the Civ ic  Associat ion could sPonsor  a ser ies of
lectures on Barcrof t  by the decendents of  the f i rs t  fami l ies or  others by
adverEis ing th is  on a wide scale in  the conununi ty  ( i .e .  in  the churches,
cornnrerciaL centers and apartment complexes ) .  The more connrunity support means
more hands are avai l .able to survey and research. , lerhaps lectures or
corununit,y act ivi t ies could be held in the Comnrunity House or in the school or
churches .

And f ina l ly ,  a  b ig s tep of  cornmuni ty  educat ion is  to  involve the younger
people.  Maybe Barcrof t  School  could inc lude a one or  t ,wo day presentat ion of
Barc ro f t  i n  i t s  h i s to ry ,  soc ia l  s tud ies  o r  geography  c lasses .  Perhaps  the
schoo l  sys tem cou ld  inc lude  w i th  th i s  p resen taE ion  a  f i e ld  t r i p  to  the
proper t ies or  the markers a long Four  MiLe Run,  or  maybe to Ar l ington Centra l
L ib ra ry  to  v i s i t  t he  V i rg in ia  Room.

ResidenEs who take an act ive par t  in  re lay ing i ts  communi ty  h is tory and
show pr ide in  i ts  h is tory show the cont inuat ion of  h is tory af ter  they are
gone .  The  ear l i e r  res iden ts  o f  Barc ro f t  took  p r ide  in  the  ac t i v i t i es  o f  the i r
dai ly  L ives and there are many in terest ing facets of  the i r  l ives that  I  d id
not include in this report - but today we look back and say "Hey here was a
ni l l ,  here was a s tore and post  of f ice."  Sure there were some important
people George Washington,  etc . r  but  the h is tory of  comrnon ind iv iduals  is  now
history to  us.  We can Leave the same stor ies that  fu ture generat ions wi l l
research  and  ca l l  h i s to ry .

I  s2101002877262r!



NOTES

l M i l d r e d - l i t c h i e ,  
,  v o l .  6 ,  N o .  4 1  1 9 g 0 .From her detai ls of t i"a?Gll"Ttre" ana ottrer corrnunity act ivi t ies one canperceives the res idents as neighbor ly .

,.,",jll"lili"-i];"ll;rl::1. conversarion with phyrlis Kinsey, member of

o"r"l!;"t;rllil;"ji';" , Arlingron, va.,
Land ownership Map ioog-tlgo - Arli igao" centrar Library.

4 ru ia  r  p .  zg  .

5vi rg in ia L.  smi th.  I in terv iew wi thJ , ,Mi1dred Ri tch ie, , ,  Ar l ingtoncounty publ ic  L ibrary zonra 0ra1 l l is to iy  pro]"" t .  6127rr5.  p .  2g.
6 9 .  B .  R o s e ,  J r .  p .  g 1 .

TMi lared Ri tch ie,  
,  , ,Barcrof  t ,  Ar l ingtonCounty ,  V i rg in ia :  A  V i  .  6 ,  No .  4 r  l 9g0 .  p .  24 .

**":';:1";":;T";ffft,
9s r i t h ,  p .  31 .

10sot"""" by MiLdred Handy Ritchie and Mrs. Milton Barcrof t payne areused in this report  and civ ic ."ro" iat ion members named residents a6 , , f , i rstfami l  ies  " .

l l n i t c h i e r  p .

l 2 n i r c h i e ,  p .

l 3 n i t c h i e r  p .

14corr.re rsa t ion
Associat ion Monday

l 5R i t ch ie ,  p .

16  rb id .

1 TMarilyn M.

24 ,

27 .

37 .

with Phyl l is Kinsey, member of  Barcroft  c iv icNov. 30, L997.

37 .

Harper r  
.  Apr i l  19g6 .



BIBTIOGRAPIIY

Arl ington County I I ist ,or ical  Conunission. Histof ic Ar l inston. .Ar l ingt,ot l .
i i r l i t i " .  Ar l ington, Va. Ar l ington Co. I l is tor ical  Cosul ission and

Ei:IEF" County Bicentennial Comnission, L976'

Arl ington Countv, Virginia Directory of Slreet Names' -
1935 .  i b ra rY ,  V i rg in ia  Room'  )

Dai lv  Sun.  Ar t ic le  on Mrs.  Mi l ton Barcrof t  Payne.  1955.  (Newspaper
--1 

tppings on Barcrof t  ,  Virginia Room, Arl ing ton County l  ibrary .  )

Harper, Mari lyn M. Barcrof t  ApaTtments - ATlr ington.r Aprit  _ 1986. (Historic

Preserv.lio. pa gton County Library' )

Kinsey, phyl l is. Member. Barcroft Civi l  Associat ion. Conversation Monday

November 30 '  1987.

Land Ownership Map-1669-1796.  Vi rg in ia Room, Ar l ington County L ibrary '

Ar l ington,  Vi rg in ia.

Lee,  Dorothy El l is .  His tory of  Ar l ington County.  Richmond:  Dietz  Presst

I n c .  t  1 9 4 6 .

Montague,  Ludwel l  Lee.  Eis tor ic  Ar l inr ton 16QQ*932.  Ar l ington,  v i rg in ia '

ArL ington county l l is tor ica l  commiss ion,  1968.

Nat ional  park Serv ice,  Patr ic ia  Por ter .  Local  Preservat ion.  "What  are the

Nat ional  Register  cr i ter ia?"  washington,  D.c.  :  In teragency Resources

D i v i s i o n ,  1 9 8 7 .

Nat ional  park Serv ice,  Patr ic ia  Parket .  Local  Preservat ion.  "Quest ions and

Answers About  l l is tor ic  Proper t ies Survey.  "  Washington,  D.C.  3

Interagency Resources Div is ion,  1987'

Nether ton,  Nan & Ross.  Ar l ington County in  Vi rg in ia:  A Pic tor ia l  I I is torY.

Nor fo lk :  Donn ing  Co .  Pub l i shers ,  1987 '

NoI I ,  Ann.  Resident  and member of  Barcrof t  Civ ic  Associat ion.  Conversat ion

pr:el iminarv-planning Distr icts -Report f l .  Master Plan survey . Lg57 .

@oom, Arl ington CountY LibrarY.

Ri tch ie,  Mi ldren H.  "Barcrof t ,  Ar l ington,  County,  V i rg in ia:  A Vi l lage

Metamorphos is . "  A r l , i ng ton  H is to r i ca l  Magaz ine .  Vo1 .  6 ,  No .  4 .

Ar l i ng ton ,  Va .  1980 .

"Roads" .  F i1e ,  V i rg in ia  Room,  Ar l i ng ton
(c l i pp ing )  Thursday ,  March  6 )  1969 '

Col l ins and Ruth Steward.

County L ibrarY,  Ar l ington News
Columbia Pike research bY Sara

Revised to June 1 t

R o s e ,  c .  B .  J r . ,  A r l i n g E o n  c o u n t v .  v i r g i n i a .  A  H i s t o T Y . .  A r l i n g t o n t

v i rg in ia :  A r l i ng ton  H is to r i ca l  soc ie ty ,  Inc . ,  L976 .



I

I

i l

BIBLIOGMPHY CONTINUED

Shafer ' MarY
Graduate

Louise '  Arl ington County. Vi inia in Transit ion 1870-1920-:
research, George Washington Universi ty '  1981'

Smith,  V i rg in ia L.  I In terv iew wi th]  "El izabeth l lead Cooper" .  Ar l ington County

publ ic  L ibrary Zonta 0ra1 f l isot ry  Pro ject .  L214175.  Transcr ibed by

R o g e r  C a r s o n  P r i c e r  P h . D .  L 1 7 7 .

Smith,  V i rg in ia L.  I In terv iew wi th]  "Mi ldren l l .R i tch ie" .  Ar l ingt 'on County
pubLic L ibrary-ZonEa Oral  l l is tory Pro ject .  6127 175.  Transcr ibed by

Roger  Carson  Pr i ce '  Ph .D .  7  187 .

Templeman, Eleanor Lee. Arl in$tgg Heritage: Vignettes of a Virginia .9ountv.
New York: Avenel Books '  1959.


